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6ALA.TIA1TS m. 1 (2nd portion). 

" Befobe whose eyes Jesus Ohiist hath been evi- 
dently set forth, crucified among you." 

The "preaching of Christ'' by His 
own apostles was an incalculable 
advantage to the first Christian 
churches. To the Galatian church 
the plan of salvation had been so 
distinctly and thoroughly explain- 
ed, that it might be said that 
they had seen Christ crucified. 
Yet, my Mends, the same advan- 
tage is yours, if you will apply 
your hearts to the writings of those 
apostles — ^words which, after all, 
are not their own, but the words 
of the living God and Saviour — 
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words, your remembrance of which 
has been powerfully assisted by 
the institution and elements of th< 
Lord's Supper. 
Let us therefore consider — 

I. " Christ crucified," as evidently 
set forth in the doctrines of the 
Word. 

II. "Christ crucified," as present 
to our remembrance in the Lord's 
Supper. 

I. " Christ crucified^ is ecidentty 
set forth in the doctrines of the 
Word, 

The Word of God is a message to 
each man personally and singly. 
The Bible is a written communi- 
cation, evidently setting forth the 
finger of God, and the heart oi 
God. It is intended to be the be- 
ginning of an everlasting corre- 
spondence between Him, whose 
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name is there, and the sinner who 
reads what is written. If corre- 
spondence is to be kept up between 
two persons separated hy distance, 
the person to whom the letter is 
written must acknowledge, and an- 
swer it ; and each one in his turn 
responding to the other, a corre- 
spondence is established and con- 
tinued. When we read the Word 
of God then, we must bear in mind, 
and our heart must be affected by 
the remembrance, that God has 
written to us, and that He expects 
us to answer Him. We hear His 
Toice through what He has written, 
and He expects to hear from us by 
our praying to Him. We are to 
tell Him in prayer that we believe 
what He has written; that we 
plead " guilty " to His accusations 
agamst us of total sinfrdness ; that 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON L 



we accept His offered salvation; 
that we respond to His appeals ; 
that we acknowledge His claims to 
our thankfulness and obedience; 
and that we humbly resolve to pay 
attention to His expressed com- 
mands. 

The doctrines as to the Saviour 
are not intended only to make us 
think and speak to one another. 
Although God's Word is truth, and 
His mercy is a plan of revealed 
truth, yet there is more than truth. 
If there were only truth, it might 
be enough to argue about it, and 
to tell one another our decided 
opinions on the subject, which we 
believe to be sound, and which we 
will hold until death. But truth 
points beyond itself to Him t^o is 
true — ^to Him who is spoken of — 
to Him who speaks ; and the call 
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sounds forth, " Prepare to meet thy 
God." 

Do not you too much act upon 
the notion, that the judgment-day 
will be your first appearance in the 
presence of Godi And are not 
your resolutions, regarding real 
communion with God, somewhat 
formed according to the opinion, 
that on the day of your trial before 
His judgmentHseat you will answer 
God for the first time. You may 
be thinking of what Job said con- 
cerning God (Job xxiii), "Him, 
though I were righteous, I would 
not answer; but I would make 
supplication to my judge.'' But 
Job had no wish to put off the sett- 
ling of his soul's affairs until the 
great day — ^he had no wish to avoid 
correspondence with his God until 
the day of decision. His heartfelt 
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desire was entirely opposite; he 
said: "Oh that I knew where I 
might find Him! that I might 
come, even to His seat ! I would 
order my cause before Him, and 
fill my mouth with arguments. I 
would know the words that He 
would answer me, and understand 
what He would say unto me. 
Will He plead against me with His 
great power 1 No — ^but He would 
put strength in me." Have you, 
my Mends, found out the word of 
the truth of the gospelt Then re- 
member that word of truth is of 
value, as telling you where you 
may find the Saviour. There is 
not mere truth suggesting the 
question, Have you foimd it ? But 
there is the living Saviour, and the 
question is. Have you found Hmt 
Scriptural doctrine tells you where 
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you may find Him — ^it famishes 
you with soimd statements and 
arguments for your own interest 
— ^it causes you confidently to an- 
ticipate the words which He will 
answer you, and to imderstand 
what He will say unto you. God's 
offer to teach you the way of sal- 
vation is answered by the prayer, 
"Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth;" to which He responds, 
"Call upon Me and I will answer 
thee" — "Look unto Me and be 
saved." 

Doctrine does not give you truth 
to be laid upon the shelf, but it in- 
troduces you to Christ Himself, 
who is ready to open a correspond- 
ence with you. It is not to a 
mere crucified one — ^not to a per- 
petually crucified being, that your 
hopes and fears are referred; but 
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first to Christ living, and then to 
the history of the cross of Christ. 

The word Messiah and the word 
Christ have exactly the same mean- 
ing. The Messiah, or Christ, was 
long looked for. The prond un- 
converted Jews expected the Mes- 
siah to be the exclusive prince of 
the Jewish nation; while genuine 
godly Israelites expected Him, as a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, as well 
as the glory of His people IsraeL 
Messiah, or Christ, was thus the 
Desire of all Nations — ^the Saviour 
to be desired by awakened souls. 

In stirring up the people to Mth 
in Jesus, the apostles gave promi- 
nence to the fact that He is the 
living Messiah. It was not to a 
dying or dead Saviour, but to a 
living Saviour that the " preaching 
of Christ '' pointed. Behold, a Sa- 
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vioiir able to attend to all peti- 
tioners, saying uniformly and un- 
ceasingly, ^'Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out " — a 
SaTiour having power, as a Media- 
tor and as a Surety, to demand 
salvation for believers as a right 
due to Himself. But some may 
ask, Is not all the praise of be- 
lievers due to the Lamb that was 
slain t I answer, yes — to Him who 
was slain — ^to Him who died once, 
but is not dead now. He is not 
with the dead, forgotten among 
those who have gone down to 
silence. He once died, but the fact 
that makes His death as remark- 
able as it is valuable is, that He 
lives — ^that He Uved before He was 
the virgin's child — ^that He lived 
and still lives in spite of death and 
the grave. 
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This was the first duty of the 
preachers of the kingdom of grace, 
viz., to prove that Jesus is alive, 
and has all power in heaven and 
in earth. The death of Jesus was 
not doubted; strangers might be 
ignorant of it, but no one denied 
it. Hence it was the apostles' 
first task to prove the existence of 
Jesus as a living and a present 
Saviour, at the very hour of 
preaching or disputing. So their 
adversaries testified — one declared 
that the apostles preached to 
Caesar's subjects, "there is another 
King, one Jesus," — and Festus 
stated that the quarrel against 
Paul, on the part of the Jews, was 
concerning "one Jesus who was 
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
alive." 

K any Jews declared that the 
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crucified Jesus could not be the 
living Messiah, the reply to them 
was, "Him being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknow- 
ledge of God, ye have taken and 
by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain. Him God hath raised 
np, having loosed the pains of 
death, because it was not possible 
that He should be holden of it.^ 
He himself said, "Before Abraham 
was, I AM." "I lay down my life 
that I may take it again; no man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down of myself; I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again." And from heaven 
His voice was heard, saying, "Fear 
not, I am the first and the last — 
I am He that liveth and was dead 
— and, behold! I am alive for 
evermore, and I have the keys of 
hell and of death." ^ , 
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If this be taken to heart, that 
"Christ is over all, God blessed for 
ever," then what a divine mystery, 
unspeakable wonders, and momen- 
tous purposes are connected with 
the fact that He, even He, died. 

Prophecy might have convinced 
the Jews that the Messiah was to 
be God. The infant King, ex- 
pected to be bom in Bethlehem, 
was announced to be no other 
than the Being "whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting," (Micah v. 2). The 
same word of prophecy declared 
that His soul was to be made an 
offering for sin — ^that Messiah the 
Prince was to be cut off but not 
for himself What "an offering 
for sin" meant was known to every 
Jew, and that the devoted sacrifice 
must be slain was undisputed. 
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'^Tlie Lord hath laid upon Hun the 
miquity of us all ; He was cut off 
out of the land of the living, for 
the transgressions of my people 
was He stricken." 

Having first preached "Jesus 
Christ," it was iie next duty of 
the apostles to preach "Him cruci- 
fied." Having heard of the endless 
life of the living Saviour and Lord, 
men would feel interest in the 
history of His cross — "the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Christ died instead of sinners, 
and on accoimt of their sins. 
There was no fault in His life 
upon earth; He had done no violence 
neither was there any deceit in 
His mouth; He lived as a right- 
eous servant, the Holy One and 
the Just. His deaili was an 
atonement for our sins; that our 
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sins might be forgiven He engaged 
to make himself of no reputation, 
to pom* out His own soul unto 
death, to be numbered with the 
transgressors, to be himself obe- 
dient imto death, even the death 
of the cross. In the purposes of 
the Father, the Lamb of God had 
been slain from the foundation of 
the world, and the old regulations 
as to sacrifices were divinely 
ordained to prepare the way of the 
Lord ; so that very little acquain- 
tance with the book of Leviticus 
was sufficient to enable a Jewish 
mind to understand what was 
meant by saying, "He that be- 
lieveth not the Son of God shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth mi himJ" ''By His own 
blood Christ entered into the Holy 
Place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us." 
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The hope of believers thus rests 
upon the cross of Christ as a great 
fact, the centre or the key-stone of 
the other facts as to the salvation 
of sinners. As to the obtaining of 
forgiveness and of eternal life, the 
fact that Christ was crucified is 
enough to assure the hearts of peti- 
tioners in their distress, at the foot- 
stool of God's throne of grace. 
" He had, by Himself, purged our 
sins" when He ascended up where 
He was before; even to the habi- 
tation of holiness and glory. Our 
dependence must not be upon any 
deeds or dispositions of our own. 
We depend upon the great fact that 
Christ was crucified — a fact which 
was true eighteen hundred years 
ago, and which can never be un- 
true. And if this fact be imques- 
tionable, and be believed by us. 
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then our convictions could hardly 
be stronger, if the affecting event 
of Christ's crucifixion were taking 
place at this moment. So that, re- 
ceiving the gospel form of doctrine, 
we can say that " Jesus Chuist is 
evidently set forth, crucified among 



us." 



But it is not enough to have the 
memory of this fact, or even to 
make a practical use of it ourselves. 
We must see Jesus Christ Himself 
now making use of this fact as our 
Intercessor in heaven. The doc- 
trine of " Christ crucified " is, that 
Christ hasted onward and accom- 
plished His decease at Jerusalem, 
in order that He Himself might be 
furnished with the great fact of His 
atonement, and that so He Himself 
might make continual mention of 
it before the throne on high. He, 
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as a prince, prevails with God in 
making intercession for the trans- 
gressors. Look at Him interced- 
ing now, and remember that the 
Father hears Him always, and 
therefore now. But the reason of 
His so mightily prevailing is, that 
He is known and seen in heaven 
as the Lamb of God who once was 
slain. "Christ crucified" is evi- 
dently seen even among the happy 
company, away from whom all 
heart-rending sights and sounds 
have been finally removed. There 
is a perpetual and vivid remem- 
brance of the great sight of Christ 
bearing our sins in His own body, 
hanging upon the tree. His liv- 
ing presence maintains the testi- 
mony, and therefore the testimony 
should make us feel ourselves con- 
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tinnaUy in His presence; in the 
light of His countenance. 

Suchis ourfirst statement. " Christ 
crucified " is evidently set forth in 
the doctrines of the word. Our 
other statement is 

II. " Christ crucified," is present 
to our remembrance in the Lord's 
Supper. 

We take our seats at the Lord's 
Table, and we hand to each other 
the bread broken and the wine 
poured out, because Jesus said, 
" This do in remembrance of Me !" 
We commemorate Christ crucified, 
or as the apostle Paul varies the 
doctrinal expression, " Jesus Christ 
AND Him crucified," i,e. the ever- 
living Messiah and the historical 
fact of His crucifixion. 

The Lord's Supper is norepetition 
of Christ's sacrifice for sin. By His 
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one offering He made any future 
offering unnecessary. Once for all 
He was offered up to God a sacri- 
fice, bearing the sins of many. 
And in this feast of thanksgiving 
no change comes over the bread 
and wine ; it is our memory which 
is acted upon. Our thoughts are 
carried back to the dissolution of 
Christ's body, and the shedding of 
His blood. Our hearts are raised 
upwards towards the heavenly 
throne, and the eye of faith sees 
heaven open, and " in the midst of 
the throne a Lamb as if it had been 
slain." 

The continued call to the Lord's 
Supper, and the continued spread- 
ing of His table, bring home to 
our hearts the reality of the great 
mystery of godliness^ " God mani- 
fest in the flesh." Our mortal eyes 
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cannot see the Lord Himself at the 
head of His own table; but the 
very fact, that the Lord bodily is 
absent, makes us trace back the 
celebrations of this feast, ujitil we 
find its first occurrence, the Lord 
being present, — He Himself eating 
and drinking, and distributing the 
elements as we do now. The 
promptness of the apostles in at- 
tending to their Lord's charge and 
request, and the constancy of 
Christians in continuing the keep- 
ing of this great feast (whose motto 
is, " Christ, our passover, is sacri- 
ficed for us ") — that old promptness 
and this ever-renewed remem- 
brance would be utterly unmean- 
ing, if it were not that Christ Him- 
self is the founder of this peculiar 
solemnity. A feast at which He 
presided was the first link of a 
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chain of gospel feasts, whose cere- 
monies have a pictorial language, 
calling attention to the written and 
preached word, in which "Jesus 
Christ is evidently set forth, cruci- 
fied among us."^ 

And as to the presence in the 
midst of the churches of the Prince 
of Life, who once was slain, con- 
sider our attitude and proceedings. 
Pastors teach by their invitations 
to the Lord's Supper — communi- 
cants teach by their example in 
obeying the invitation — ^thus we 
all unite in teaching men to ob- 
serve one of those things which 
Christ commanded. May we not 
then boldly plead His promise, 
" Lo ! I am with you alway even 
unto the end of the world" — ^Amen ; 
if "alway," then why not now? 
"Thou shalt call and the Lord 
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shall answer ; thou shalt cry and 
He shall say, here I am ! " 

It is with Christ crucified that 
we have communion. Though 
the night of the first sacramental 
supper was only that "on which 
He was betrayed" — though He 
had not yet met the last enemy 
face to face, yet He had, with firm 
god-like purpose, already laid down 
His life; He with clear god-like 
vision saw Himself loosed from 
the pains of death. The original 
feast evidently set Him forth, and 
its value has always depended 
upon the feast being kept side by 
side with the preaching of the 
cross. The fact of the crucifixion 
sounds from the broken bread and 
the poured out wine — ^Jesus on 
the cross — ^the iron piercing His 
body — ^reproach breaking His heart 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHBJST CBUCIFIED. 23 

— ^the darkness vailing outwai'd 
nature — His Father's desertion 
turning His silent patience into 
an irrepressible cry of anguish — 
until man's calculations of a yet 
more lingering death are broken 
by His suddenly crying with a 
loud voice, and, at His own time, 
committing His human soul into 
His Father's hands. 

K the grave had been His rest- 
ing place, His scattered follow- 
ers would never have assembled 
around a communion table. But 
He rose for their justification, and 
thus proved His death to have 
been really and entirely on ac- 
count of their offences. If He had 
only be^i an eminent teacher and 
martyr, fond affection might have 
spoken of His body broken and of 
His blood shed; but no more could 
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have been said. It was because 
His sacrifice was a sacrifice of 
atonement, that we can take hold 
of the words, "my body broken 
for you " — " My blood shed for the 
remission of the sins of many." 

He was dead — ^but He is alive 
for evermore. He is alive, and 
therefore He can hear. Commune 
with Him at this feast of com- 
munion; say unto Him, "In the 
way of Thy judgments, O Lord, we 
have waited for Thee, the desire 
of our soul is to Thy name, and to 
the remembrance of Thee." 

He is alive, and therefore He 
speaks. He has not changed His 
language since the night on which 
He was betrayed. He says, " for 
you," in as kind a tone, and with 
as true a heart as ever, — " this is 
My body broken for you." He 
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still says to those who obey the 
truth, " I have called you friends," 
and "ye are My friends." And 
while He says of the agents in His 
death, " They hated Me without a 
cause," He suggests a question to 
His disciples, Is there not cause 
for far more love and zeal than you 
have yet shown for My name and 
My praise ? 

He lives, and He gives life, and 
His words are the words of eternal 
life. Hear Him exhorting you to 
abide in Him and to let His words 
abide in you. Even at this feast, 
His words are the only actual food 
of the soul. Think not, that by 
mere outward partaking of bread 
and wine, your souls can be safer 
or better. It is by your being led 
to think, and to pray, and to praise, 
and to obey, that your communis 
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eating contributes to your souls' 
life and health. Christ, who was 
crucified, declares at this moment, 
"The Spuit gives life— the flesh 
profits nothing — ^the words which 
I speak unto you they are spirit, 
and they are life." 

He lives, and therefore He will 
carry out all His purposes. There 
was certainly a first observance of 
the Lord's Supper, there will as 
certainly be the last. "Ye do 
shew the Lord's death till He 
come." He says in His Word, 
"Behold I come quickly;" His 
people respond, " Amen. Even so 
come. Lord Jesus!" You should 
keep this feast, as lovers of His 
second coming. " Hold fast faith 
and a good conscience," that you 
may have boldness in the day of 
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judgment. As He was, so be you 
in the world, looking upon your- 
selves as called to be followers of 
Christ, imitating His righteousness 
and tracking His footsteps. O see 
how evidently He is set forth 
crucified before your eyes. Can 
you see Him and ever disregard His 
will 1 If you have ever seen Him, 
you abhor yourselves — ^yet if you 
will look to Him habitually, you 
will become more like to Him. 
Blessed hope! "when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is." 

Why do any live as if they 
thought the table of the Lord con- 
temptible? O let them, to-day, 
think of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified— -let them at last resolve 
to begin a life of faith in the holy 
Saviour, and to add to their new 
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obedience their first approach, or 
their first warrantable approach, to 
His table. 

Children cannot yet examine 
themselves or understand the vows 
of the Lord which are laid upon 
communicants. Yet let them try 
to learn something by looking on 
this picture of Christ crucified. It 
is to teach them to love Jesus, that 
we publicly eat and drink in His 
name. A little child may learn 
the story of Christ's cross, and the 
reality of Christ's being alive for 
evermore. You cannot too soon 
enquire. How can we see Him 
and believe on Him, to the saving 
of our perishing yet undying souls ? 
And how can we please Him who 
pleased not Himself and Uved not 
for Himself alone 1 " If God so 
loved us, we ought also to love 
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one another." "Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, because He 
laid down His life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren." 
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2 TmoTHY IV. 8. 
" Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteovisness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love His appearing." 

The faith and the works of true 
believers in Christ are kept in life, 
by the power of God the Holy 
Ghost, and through the influence 
of recollections, and of prospects ; 
and Christ is in all. The chief re* 
collection or remembrance is the 
former appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the chief prospect or ex- 
pectation is the future appearing of 
the same Lord and Saviour. The 
Lord's institution of the Lord's 
Supper, and the acceptance of in- 
vitations to it by those whom the 
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Lord invites, form a twofold testi- 
mony to the trustworthiness both 
of the recollection and of the ex- 
pectation. "As often as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do shew the Lord's death till He 
come." 

In allusion to Christ's having 
appeared the first time, the Apostle, 
in the first chapter of this epistle, 
speaks of believers as relying on 
" the power of God who hath 
saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His pur- 
pose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus, before the world 
began, but is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ." And in allusion to 
Christ being about to appear the 
second time, the Apostle Paul, 
almost with his expiring breath. 
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declares, " Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day, 
and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love His appearing.'' 

The disciples of Christ are known 
by various characteristics. The 
characteristic here mentioned is a 
most important and elevating one, 
"they love the appearing of the 
Lord, the righteous Judge." 

Let us consider, 

I. The promise of the Lord's ap- 
pearing. 

II. The events appointed for 
His appearing. 

III. The reasons for loving His 
appearing. 

I. As to the promise of the Lords 
appearing — Jesus, the Son of God, 
is Lord. The Son of God is a 
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Divine Person. When Jesus claim- 
ed to be the Son of God, the Jews 
knew that His claim was for 
equality with the Most High God 
Himself. They said, in eflFect, to 
Jesus, " Thou blasphemest because 
Thou hast said, I am the Son of 
God." The Jews sought to kill 
Him, " because He said that God 
was His Father, making Himself 
equal with God." They said to 
Him, " For a good work we stoned 
Thee not, but for blasphemy, and 
because Thou, being a man, mak- 
est Thyself God." But Jesus 
proved Himself to be no pretender. 
He said, " If I do not the works of 
My Father, believe Me not." And 
we now adore, and trust, and love 
"Jesus Christ, our Lord, declared 
to be the Son of God, with power, 
according to the Spirit of holiness. 
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by the resurrection from the 
dead." 

In the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, we see fulfilled the assertion 
of Scripture, "God so loved the 
world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever beUev- 
eth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." And His 
being the only begotten of the 
Father, not only implies the eter- 
nity of His existence, as Lord of 
aU, but also proclaims Him to be 
"the Lord, the righteous judge." 
" The Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son, that all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the 
Father." And His manifestation, 
as the risen Son of Man, also mani- 
fests Him as the judge of all. 
" The Father hath appointed a day 
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in the which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by that 
man whom He hath ordained.'' 
The Lord Jesus Christ " shall judge 
the quick [«.e. the living] and the 
dead at His appearing and king- 
dom " — '' He shall appear the second 
time for salvation to those who 
look for Him." 

That this promise has been pro- 
claimed, scoffers cannot deny. It 
is true that what was foretold has 
happened : scofiPers, who walk after 
their own lusts, do say, " Where is . 
the promise of His coming ? " But 
that scoffing question admits that 
the coming of the Lord to judg- 
ment has been foretold ; and it is 
merely an endeavour to create an 
impression that a prophecy, dread- 
ful in sound, is, after all, nothing 
worse than sound. If a man has 
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made a promise whieh he had no 
serious intention of folfilling, he 
finds it convenient to forget that 
he ever made such a promise; and 
men wish to think of God as a 
being like themselves; and, because 
the judge has long kept silence, 
the blasphemous and profligate 
scoffers suppose that we shall never 
hear anything more of the promise 
of His coming. But every true 
Christian is enabled to say with the 
apostle Paul, " Yet alittle while, and 
He shall come — ^wbll come — and 
will not tarry. Now ihe just shall 
live by faith ; but if any man draw 
back, my soul shall have no pleasure 
in him. But we are not of them 
who draw back unto perdition, but 
of them iliat believe to the saving 
of the soul." 
The believer's faith in the pro- 
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ndse of Ohrist^s coming is not 
mere conscientious expectation of 
a severe and solemn day. If we 
are Christ's, our anticipation of the 
last judgment is a hope of seeing 
Him, "whom having not seen we 
love; in whom, though now we 
see Him not, yet, believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
ftOl of glory." The promise of 
His coming is received by those 
who well know that, while they 
^are at home in the body, they are 
absent from the Lord. The pro- 
mise finds them with hearts affected 
in a way similar to the early 
disciples, from whose side the 
Lord was taken up, a cloud re- 
ceiving Him out of their sight. 
Hiey were looking up stedfastly 
toward heaven as He ascended, 
and their sadness was relieved only 
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by the promise of His coming^ 
addressed to them by two mes- 
sengers from heaven, " Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? — ^This same Jesus, 
who is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven." 

The inspired announcement of 
His coming is a promise to those 
who believe in Him, and follow 
Him, who hope in His salvation^ 
and hold communion with Him. 
It is a promise that they shall see in 
peace the Ancient of days — ^the Son 
of man, bom in Bethlehem, though 
despised as a Galilean — ^the man of 
sorrows, who delivered us from the 
wrath to come — the wearer of the 
crown of thorns, on whose head 
now there are many crowns — ^the 
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Lord who said, "It is expedient 
for you that I go away," and who 
said also, "I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where 
I am there ye may be also." 

So much as to the promise of 
the Lord's appearing — ^let us now 
enquire 

11. As to the events appointed 
for His appearing. 

The grand object of Christ's 
second coming is Retribution — 
"the righteous judgment of God, 
who will render to every man 
according to his deeds." Not by 
any merits of their own shall the 
final lot of Christ's people be pro- 
claimed to tlieir everlasting joy; 
yet eternal life will correspond 
to that newness of life, in which 
believers in Jesus are taught and 
are enabled to walk* The reward, 
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[or the well-beloved and longed-for 
treasure,] of life eternal, thus ac" 
cords wUh^ or "is according to" their 
deeds done in the body. The 
event will be, that a crown of 
righteousness is given to the 
disciples and followers of the only 
Saviour, and indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish to every 
soul of man that doeth evil. The 
neglecters of the great salvation 
shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from tiie presence of 
the Lord and the glory of His 
power, when He shall come to be 
glorified in His saints, and ad- 
mired in them that believe. The 
Lord upon the throne of judgment 
will be ashamed of those who are 
now ashamed of Him before men; 
and He will recognise and ac- 
knowledge those who have con^ 
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fessed Him before an evil genera^ 
Hon. 

But in order to the great event 
of retribution there axe preliminary 
and preparatory events. He is to 
judge not only those who are in 
the body at tJie period of His 
second coming, but also those 
who have died — ^all human beings 
who have ever lived. In order 
that there may be a day of uni- 
versal decision, there shall be the 
morning of a general resurrection. 

Isi, His voice shall be heard, "Lo! 
He doth send forth His voice, and 
that a mighty voice. " " The Father 
hath given Him authority to exe- 
cute judgment also, because He is 
the Son of man, Marvel not at 
this ; for the hour is coming in the 
which all that are in the graves 
shall hear His voice and shall come 
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forth — ^they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of danmation/' Be- 
fore He is seen, His voice shall 
draw living believers towards His 
triumphal path to earth ; and before 
the living ascend, the dead in 
Christ shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. 

2d. Every eye shall see Him, 
"Behold! He cometh with clouds, 
and every eye shaU see Him, and 
they also that pierced Him." 
When the Lord and His people 
who ascended to meet Him — when 
this united company come in sight, 
"they who pierced Him," the an- 
cient persecutors and opposers, 
shall be waiting in but brief sus- 
pense for the coming of the Lord 
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Jesus with all His saints. Jesus 
said to Oaiaphas and the impene- 
trable scribes and hardened elders, 
"Hereafter shaU ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven." As to the same day 
of doom, the apostle John says to 
ihe children of God, "It doth not 
yet appear what we shall be, but 
we know that when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is." Tlius, 
though it is not for you to know 
the times and the seasons, you 
know that the eyes both of believers 
and of unbelievers shall see the Son 
of man coming in His glory, when- 
ever that second appearing takes 
place. Those cursed of the Lord 
shall go into everlasting punish- 
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ment, and tiiose who are blessed 
by Him into life eternal* 

We must now mention 

III. Some reasons for loving His 
appearing. There is one general 
and self-evident reason, namely, 
love for the Lord Himself. The 
great object of saving grace is to 
cure fallen man of his enmity 
against God, and of his resolute 
and instinctive rebellion against 
His will. Not only love of an Al- 
mighty Saviour, but also, and in 
addition, the love of God, the Holy 
One, is an evidence of Christ's 
grace enthroned in the soul. Chris- 
tian hope maketh not ashamed, 
" because the love of God is shed 
abroad in the believer's heart by 
the Holy Ghost given unto him." 
" And this is the love of God, that 
we keep His commandments ; and 
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His commandments are not griev- 
ous/' The present generous and 
well-ordered government of the 
righteous God is observed by be- 
lievers in God's works of provi- 
dence. With the happiness of 
thorough conviction, and with the 
ardour of admiring delight, they 
declare as to the past, "He hath 
done all things welL" As to the 
future, their hopes are often evi- 
dent from the tone with which they 
ask the question, to which there 
can be but one unprejudiced reply, 
" Shall not the judge of all the earth 
do right t" But believers are 
damped and saddened on account 
of the smallness of the sympathy 
which such sentiments meet with 
in this short-sighted and narrow- 
minded world. I proceed there- 
fore to set before you this and 
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otlier special reasons for loving 
Ohrist^s appearing. 

1. The first special reason is, 
The Lord's appearing will he the 
revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God, who will render to every 
man according to his deeds. 

When any fact is truly said to 
be " revealed," those to whom the 
revelation is made have been pre- 
viously ignorant of the fact. So 
the knowledge of heavenly things, 
contained in the Word of God, is 
called a revelation, because we did 
not, and could not know it other- 
wise; such knowledge, until God 
revealed it, was an impenetrable 
secret. 

Revelation also includes the re- 
moval of partial ignorance, and the 
completing of defective informa- 
tion. In this sense, the day of 
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judgment will be a " revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God." 
We cannot now get a complete 
view, or give a thorough explana^ 
tion, of the excellence and impar- 
tiality of God's judgment. Unbe- 
lievers,and worldlings, and scoflFers, 
dare to charge God foolishly, be- 
cause the like temporal event often 
happens to the righteous and to 
the wicked; and because, for a 
time, perhaps for a lifetime, the 
righteous endure grief, suffering 
wrongfiilly, and tiie wicked bring 
wicked devices to pass and prosper 
in their way. The childish and 
perverse excuse for denying that 
"all things are working togethei 
for good," is that every wheel in 
the movements of God's providence 
cannot be seen as yet ; and even 
the children of faith, whose hearts 
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and minds acknowledge the beauti- 
ful system and righteous adjust- 
ment peculiar to God's government, 
even they have to mourn in them- 
selves occasional tendencies to- 
wards unbelief and distrust. They 
mourn that, either within them, or 
around them, He whom they love 
should ever be distrusted and mis- 
represented. They are vexed and 
humbled at the thought, that dis- 
trust of the Almighty should 
appear to be sensible, and tliat 
misrepresentation of ihe Holy One 
should seem to be plausible. 

But the appearing of the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will be a 
revelation of all that is mysterious. 
That the peculiarity of God's 
throne is righteous judgment, will 
be revealed to the most disordered 
and dull comprehension. Gain- 
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sayers will be not only silenced, 
but convinced of the righteous 
judgment of God. And great wiQ 
be the joy of those who shall be- 
hold their Lord receiving, without 
the contradiction even of sinners, 
the triumphant testimony, '^ Great 
and marvellous are Thy works. 
Lord God Almighty ! Just and true 
are Thy ways, Thou king of saints ! 
Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, 
and glorify Thy name — for only 
Thou art holy. For all nations 
shall come and worship before 
Thee, for Thy judgments are made 
manifest.^^ 

2. A second reason for loving 
the appearing of the Lord, the 
righteous judge, is, that His ap^ 
pearing wiU be the revelation of 
Jesus Christ 

The apostle Peter exhorted 

D 
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Christians thus : — " Be sober, and 
hope to the end, for the grace that 
is to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." With 
the written revelation in their 
hands, it is wonderfdl that men 
should betray ignorance and un-» 
belief as to the person and glory 
of Jesus Christ. But that there is 
such ignorance and unbelief is a 
melancholy fact. The glory of 
Christ before the foundation of the 
world, has been denied ; His god- 
head has been denied ; His power 
to save has been denied; His 
dominion over the church and the 
nations has been denied; and 
such denial is often held and clung 
to with the delusion and obstinacy 
of insanity. One by one, converts 
adhere to the Lord and Saviour's 
cause, with faith and repentance ; 
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but the mass of the world has 
never realized who Jesus Christ is. 
But when He appears the second 
time, His glorious appearing will 
dispel all doubts that He, who laid 
down His life for the sheep, is Je- 
hovah, our Shepherd. Every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Oluist is Lord. All the angels of 
God shall be seen, engaged in their 
perpetual worship of " the first be-* 
gotten," God's oidy Son, equal with 
God. His saints shall bless the 
day which scatters the unhealthy 
haze of unbelief and ignorance, 
and which reveals their Saviour 
on the throne. It is not only that 
their own fiill happiness is come, 
but that Jesus Christ Himself is 
come. Hence the reply of the 
church on earth to the trumpet 
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sound, "Behold, I come quickly,'' 
is, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus!" 

" Come, plead Thy Father's u\JTiTed caase, 
And make tht gloiy shine." 

3. A third special reason for lov- 
ing the appearing of the Lord, the 
righteous judge, is that His appear^ 
ing will bring to pass the resHtuHon 
of all things. 

The apostle Peter, in one of his 
earliest sermons, gave intimation 
to the Jews of the second appear- 
ing of "Jesus, who before was 
preached to you, and whom the 
heavens must receive, imtil the 
times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all His prophets, since 
the world began." A world, mov- 
ing according to God's mind, be- 
came a world aU whose founda- 
tions are out of course. Sin is a 
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system of robbery and i&aud, 
tampering with the fine gold and 
making it dim — defacing the love- 
liest picture, and colouring it with 
frightful daubing — stripping the 
human soul of honour, and cloth- 
ing it with rags of dishonour, and 
the worst infection — sending God, 
sending Jesus, out of our coasts, 
and saying to devils, we will be 
subject to you. 

But there are exceeding great 
and precious promises. There will 
foe restitution: what was robbed 
and ruined shall be restored. 
Again will be seen the tree of life 
in the midst of the paradise of our 
God. The grave shall be plun- 
dered and death shall be destroyed ; 
and there will be the fulfilment of 
" the promise, which He has pro- 
mised us, even eternal life." There 
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will be a restoration or restitution 
of confidence and communion be- 
tween God and man; and men 
shall be made meet for walking 
with GocL The last day of self-de- 
ceiving worldliness will be the first 
day of paradise restored. Restored 
from the ruins of old waste places, 
redeemed creation, animate and in- 
animate, shall be better eyen than 
Eden was; it i^all be "like a 
watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not." 

4. One reason more for loving 
the appearing of the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, is that His ap^ 
pearing is the day of the cmnplete 
salvation of the people of Christ 

The period generally called 
"Christ's first coming" was 
brought to a close that the Com- 
forter might come ; and the spe- 
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dal office of the Comforter will 
end at the second appearing of the 
Lord, the righteous Judge. In 
the meantime, the people of Christ 
are sealed by the Holy Spirit of 
God, imtil that day of redemption. 
Thus the heirs of the one incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and unfading 
inheritance are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salva' 
Hon, ready to be revealed at the 
last time. When there is no more 
occasion for faith (the end of their 
faith being the salvation of their 
souls), then the past trial of their 
fsdih i^all be found to praise, and 
lionour, and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus ChrLst. " It is now 
high time to awake out of sleep,'' 
said the apostle Paul, "for now 
is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed" 
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Some may ask, Have not believ* 
ers already obtamed salvation 1 
how can it be said that their sal* 
vation is waiting to be revealed! 
In reply, I remind you that it is 
the promise of salvation which is 
now obtained, and a foretaste of 
salvation^ as an earnest, or, part 
payment. But complete salvation 
will be obtained for the first time, 
when the Saviour, Christ our Lord, 
shall appear, and shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His own glorious body, 
according to the working whereby 
He is able even to subdue all 
things imto Himself Then in the 
experience of Christ's people shall 
be fulfilled "the blessed hope," 
which an old writer thus simply 
and sweetly expressed, "I shall 
die no more ; I shall sorrow no 
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more ; I shall be sick no more ; 
and, which is yet more consider- 
able, I shaU doubt no more and be 
tempted no more; and which is 
the chiefest of all, I shall sin no 
more." * 

^^ Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people 
from their sins." All who love 
His salvation love His appearing. 

I now draw to a close. It is 
well to be delivered from a fearful 
looking for fiery indignation in 
connection with judgment. It is 
well to be able to think calmly 
of the Lord's appearing ; but it is 
still better to love His appearing; 
and in feet, it would seem to be 
positively needfrd. None shall 
be of the number of the people 

* Leighton — Conclosion of lectures on Psalm zjudz. 
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saved by the Lord, except those 
for whom the righteous Judge 
keeps a crown of righteousness. 
They are known by many marks. 
They are the just who live by fEdth; 
they are sinners redeemed by the 
blood of Christ ; they are the habi- 
tation of God the Holy Ghost; 
they are the righteous people who 
keep the truth; they are the 
family who love one another, not 
for the gifts of nature but for the 
greatness of God's free grace to 
each and all of them. These are 
infallible <5haracteristics, but no 
less infallible is the mark, that 
they love the appearing of the 
Lord, the righteous Judge. And 
if they love it, they think of it 
truly and deeply; and if they so 
think of it, they seek now to be 
blessed in those deeds, according 
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to which they are to be dealt with 
then. Accurate notions of the 
principles of God's judgment, or 
as to the possible nearness of the 
decisive day (supposing, for the 
sake of argument, that we can 
attain to such accurate notions) 
are not indispensable. But it is 
essential that we " love His appear- 
ing," that the prospect should be 
a favourite subject, and the Judge, 
a Mend to whom, in the confidence 
of £uth, we can now say, 

'Tis pleasant to believe thy grace, 
But we had lather see. 

" living soberly, righteously, 
and godly" upon Christian princi- 
ples must be connected with 
"looking for the blessed hope and 
the glorious appearing of our Lord 
and Saviour." It is difficult to 
welcome death; but surely it 
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should be no effort to love Christ's 
appearing. The death of the body 
is a deed to be done, as well as a 
pain to be endured. It need not, 
however, be dwelt upon before the 
time ; let it be included in the rule 
as to every future trial, that we 
must trust in the Lord to hear us 
in the day of trouble, and to com- 
mand that our strength be accord- 
ing to our day. But Christ's 
appearing ought to be dwelt upon 
with the rejoicing of hope, that is 
to say, with love. A view some- 
thing like this was taken by a 
foreign scholar and divine, of 
whom we are told, " that as he 
did not consider theology to be a 
mere knowledge of the art of dying, 
so he held it to be the Christian's 
most important business to emerge 
from a state of sin to a confimed 
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state of grace, and herein to wait, 
not for death, but for the appear- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. For 
he regarded death as only a tiling 
by the way, not properly a part 
of God's arrangement for man, 
because not originally such.'' * 

At all events, it is well if, as far as 
our views of a loving and beloved 
Saviour, and of true and undis- 
turbed joy, are concerned, we can 
say with a Christian poet,t 

" I greet the messengen of death. 
Whereby Thou call'st me home ; 
I doubly greet that joyful hour 
When Thou Thyself shalt oome." 

* Bengel's Memoirs, page 019. f Doddridge. 
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1 Corinthians xi. 26. 

" As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, 

ye do shew the Lord's death till He come." 

The Lord's Supper was intended 
to be a sermon to our eyes, and 
more than a sermon, a treasury of 
thoughts, a system of Gospel the- 
ology. Accordingly, there is a rich 
ftmd of Gospel truth in this brief 
comment of the Apostle Paul. We 
are pointed to the living Saviour, 
to His first coming in lowly estate, 
to His future second coming in 
power and mi^esty, and to the in- 
termediate period of His benefits 
andlongsuffering. Out of this trea- 
sure I select for present discourse 
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two facts, the consideration of 
wbich may help ns in our prepara- 
tory self-examination. The first 
fact is, that the death of Christ, or 
His laying down of His life as a 
ransom for many, is a finished work, 
to be kept in memory as the only 
ground for hope. The second fact 
is, that imtil He comes, Christ's pei^ 
sonal reign is in heaven, where He 
rules as the head of the Church. 
The duties of believers in Christ 
may therefore be arranged under 
two divisions or departments : — 

I. Reliance upon Christ. 

II. Subjection to Christ. 

I. Reliance upon Christ is the 
duty of believers. 

The Lord's death is caUed to 
remembrance in the Lord's Supper. 
It pleased Jehovah to bruise Him, 
and He poured out His soul unto 
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death. In the language of types 
and figures, the blood is the life, and 
the " shedding of blood " is death. 
Sin demands death, it caUs for blood; 
because sin is the transgression of 
God's law, and the transgressor 
must die, unless the lawgiver par- 
dons him. But no pardon is grant- 
ed by God without the shedding 
of blood ; the sinner has forfeited 
his life, and he must undergo the 
sentence of death, either himself 
or by some one who dies instead 
of him. The blood of the ancient 
sacrifices taught the striking les- 
son, "without shedding of blood 
there is no remission ; " and yet it 
was evident that "it is not pos- 
sible that the blood of buUs and of 
goats should take away sin.** The 
believing minds of the seed of 
Abraham were compelled, and did 
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r^oice to look forward to "the 
blood of the everlasting covenant" 
— ^the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
up without spot to God." They 
practically relied upon " Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and 
the blood of sprinkling," and be-> 
held from afar the Lamb of God. 

An interest in the Lord^s death, 
(sought and obtained by you, is 
professed by those of you who 
partake of the Lord's Supper with 
the approval of the Searcher of 
hearts. You declare that you 
have taken home to yourselves 
your need of a Saviour, and that 
you have welcomed the only Sav- 
iour as your Saviour. You declare 
that you have asked and received 
an interest in Christ's one life of 
righteousness, and in Christ's aton- 

E 
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ing death, a common interest 
shared by all believers, a common 
salvation shared both by the fam* 
ily and by the Lord Himself, who, 
^^ being raised from the dead dieth 
no more." 

You profess also your remem* 
brance of the sanctifying effects 
of the Lord's death. Because He 
has appointed this sacramental 
ceremony, you eat and drink in 
His sight, acknowledging that 
your new life is from Him, and 
must be to Him. " He gave Him** 
self for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify us 
unto Himself a peculiar people 
zealous for good works." "The 
very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly, and I pray God your whole 
spirit, and soul, and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faith- 
ful is He that calleth you, who 
also will do if 

If your profession is to be true, 
and your remembrance real, your 
duty is evidently to rely upon Cluist 
notmerelyafterwards,butinlooking 
forward to the Lord's supper. Not 
only your first admission, but every 
approach to Chrisf s table, is a 
solemn and responsible act. It is 
a step which should never be taken 
or repeated without honest and 
prayerful self-examination, as to 
whether you rely upon Christ, and 
upon Him alone, and that simply 
with a view to His wiU concerning 
you. Let me therefore recommend 
to you, as necessary parts of the 
great duty of reliance upon Christ, 
a sense of your dependence upon 
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Him, confidence in Him, learning 
of Him, and abiding in Him. 

Do you not depend upon Christ I 
Most truly you are dependent upon 
Christ; your souls are lost with- 
out Him. Until He laid down His 
life as a ransom, you could haye 
no hope of deliverance fix)m going 
down to the pit of destruction; how 
could you escape "the second 
death" which you had deserved, 
and to which you were sentenced I 

There is no original safety be- 
longing to you, but only original 
sin and ruin. There is no safety 
except in "salvation," which has 
to be enquired after. There is no 
salvation except in and from 
Christ. You are thus shut up to 
Him, for there is no one else to rely 
upon ; and who is He ? He, who 
came to seek and to save that 
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which was lost ; He who, for the 
joy set before Him, endured the 
cross, despismg the shame; He 
who calls sinners to repentance 
and to faith In Him. 

May you not have confidence in 
Christ f Think of the Lord's death : 
"He said, 'It is finished,^ and He 
bowed His head, and gave up the 
ghost" He is God, and therefore 
supremely worthy of confidence. 
He becomes man ; " not ashamed 
to caU us brethren : " may not this 
win our confidence! He enters 
upon His pubUc ministry with 
death before Him, certain, calcu- 
lated upon, chosen ; truly. His un- 
changing will and purpose invites 
us to rely upon Him. But when He 
could say, "It is finished," when 
His work was, as it is, and has 
long been, a finished work, satis- 
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Victory to God*s justice, and ao 
commodated to man^s awakened 
conscience, there can be no plaus- 
ible pretext for withholding our 
confidence from such a Saviour. 
Examine each portion of His 
finished work, and be sure to apply 
every part of it to your own case. 
Think of His perfect obedience, it 
is presented to you, as an all- 
sufficient merit, as your plea before 
the throne of grace. Think of His 
death, it was an all-sufficient atone- 
ment, of infinite worth and effi- 
cacy, because of the divine person 
of the sufferer, the second person 
of the God-head, God the Son. 
Death was unmerited by Himself 
as a sinless dweller in human flesh; 
the sins of others were imputed to 
Him, and on their accoimt He 
suffered and died. For such as 
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you it was intended, and accepted 
by God as a perfect atonement, 
blotting out sin from His book of 
remembrance ; and to you it is 
offered. Encouraged by God's 
authority and assurances, wiU you 
not cherish confidence in Christ's 
life and death t " God m Christ " 
is the proper object of confidence 
for all that your souls need for 
their present and eternal salvation. 
It is also your duty to learn of 
Christ, or (as it may be otherwise 
expressed) to rely upon Him for in- 
struction and guidance. He gives 
understanding to the simple by 
His Word and Spirit. To all who 
are inclined to listen to Him, He 
expounds, through the appointed 
means, and out of the Scriptures, 
the things concerning Himsel£ 
He gives good reason for claiming 
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our confidence. What we are to 
believe concerning Him may be 
reasonably believed, and draws 
forth the fiill assurance of under- 
standing. With heart and mmd 
we must rely upon Him for guid- 
ance, in order that our lives may 
be conformable to His death. He 
shews us in His Word, that if we 
live as many nominal Christians 
do, we prove ourselves "enemies 
of the cross of Christ," and if un- 
reconciled, unsaved. Were Chris- 
tians to live not to God, but to 
themselves; not to righteousness, 
but to the world and sin; they 
would, by their lives, declare that 
"Christ died in vain," — ^in other 
words, they would deny the faith 
and miss the object of Christ's fin- 
ished work. How different fix)m 
this course of unbelief is the 
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Apostle Paul's description of obe- 
dient Olinstian discipleship, "Ye 
have not so learned Christ, if so 
be that ye have heard Him, and 
have been taught by Him, as the 
truth is in Jesus, that ye put off 
concerning the former conversa- 
tion, the old man which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, 
and be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, and that ye put on the 
new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true 
holiness." Remember, then, that 
to learn from Christ is a part of 
reliance upon Him. I do not ask 
whether you are perfect. What 
God expects of you is to be "learn- 
ing" — flaying up in your hearts 
Christ's words, with the intention 
to make progress, and the endea- 
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vour to put His roles bett^ into 
practice from time to time. 

Once more, as to reliance upon 
Christ, it is your duty to abide 
in Christ, to have a continued^ 
habitual, and present reliance 
upon Him. The question is not 
only, Were you believers oncet 
but. Are you believers nowt It 
is giving an unsatisfactory report 
of yourselves if you say, I am 
sure I relied upon Christ once, and 
I never remember deliberately dis- 
continuing my reliance on Him. 
The important question is. Do you 
rely upon Him to-day! Reliance 
is a real act and feeling of the souL 
I do not require to explain to you 
what it is to rely upon the walls 
of a. house, when the wind over^ 
throws or the sun melts other 
fabrics; or what it is to have 
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confidence in the planks of a ship 
at sea, when there is only the 
thickness of one of them between 
you and death ; and in the same 
sense understand me when I ask 
you whether you are now relying 
upon Christ As sinners, with 
death, judgment, and eternity 
before you, and nearer to you 
than they ever were before, what 
do you noil? think of Christ? Are 
you prepared to plead His merits 
and His death, yourselves, in your 
own case, before your judge? and 
before the Hearer of Prayer are 
you so pleading nowt If so, you 
are abiding in Christ. 

IL Subjection to Christ is the 
duty of believers. 

The death, which believers com- 
memorate at the communion-sea^ 
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son, is the Lord's death — ^the death 
of Him who is now exalted a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance 
and the forgiveness of sins. To 
Him the family of believers, which 
is called " the Church," sing a new 
song, saying, "Thou art worthy 

. . . . for Thou wast slain." 
It was after that He had offered 
one offering for sin, once for all, 
that He ascended as the Church's 
Lord to sit at God's right hand till 
His enemies should be made His 
footstool — ^to be head of His body 
the Church. 

Towards the conclusion of the 
epistle to the Ephesians, the 
apostle declares that "Christ is 
Head of the Church," and he states 
as the necessary consequence, that 
" the Church is subject to Christ." 
If you are a member of Christ's 
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body, your heart and life are sub- 
ject to Christ. The privilege of 
having Christ as your head, cannot 
be separated from the duty of sub- 
jection to Christ. To be in reality 
a member of Christ's body, which 
is the Church, sets before you no 
honour from Christ, apart from 
your own obedience to His word. 
You may say to Him, "Lord! 
Lord !" but your title so to address 
Him must be proved by your 
deeds. If you regulate your pro- 
ceedings by your own interests, 
and at the world's bidding, you 
have no hold of the Head of the 
Church, however resolutely or 
clamorously you may insist upon 
calling Christ your Head. You 
may be sensible of the honour of 
using His name, and may there- 
fore refrise to strike off that name 
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from the nominal Headship over 
yon; but if your opinions, your 
resolutions and your actions are 
such as He plainly disclaims, you 
practically disown Him and refuse 
subjection to His throne. K you 
abide in Cluist and His words 
abide in you, you will be living 
members, moving and acting with- 
out questioning. In your hearts, 
in your families, and in the Church, 
His authority will guide you, and 
you will be honoured in realizing 
His Headship over you. Thus 
your duties are privileges, and 
your privileges are duties, the 
Lord's freeman being Christ's ser- 
vant. 

The Lord's Supper, being a re- 
membrance of Christ as your Head, 
should therefore remind you of the 
duty of subjection to Christ. Re- 
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member that He is Christ the 
Anointed, He is not a mere 
martyr or crucified saint, but Christ 
crucified; He who was crucified 
is Lord and Christ. ^^ Jesus " and 
" Christ ^ are not two names which 
may be used indiscriminately the 
one for the other. He whose 
name is Jesus, is Lord and Christ; 
think of this when you profess to 
glory in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Think of Him as 
the supreme authority as to truth 
and duty. Keep His authority in 
remembrance, not only at the 
Lord^s Table, but also in the occu- 
pations of life and in the hour of 
temptation. ^^He is the head of 
the body^ the Church, that in all 
things He might have the pre- 
eminence." 
Remember Him as '^ the Prince 
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of LifeJ" It is He who by His 
Holy Spirit gives life to your dead 
souls. Spiritual feeling, wisdom, 
purpose and action are received 
and put forth by the soul of a man 
when he becomes a member of 
Ohrisfs body; and all the mem- 
bers derive spiritual life, intelli- 
gence, and affection from the one 
Head. Christ himself said, ^' if a 
man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch and is withered.^ 
This may be expressed in words 
appropriate to another comparison 
borrowed from the word of Christ, 
''if a man abide not in Christ, he 
is a limb cut off from the influence 
of the Head, and is lifeless." Re- 
member, then, that the. question, 
whether you wiQ yield subjection 
to Christ or not, is a question a» 
to choosing life or death. 
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Remember Him as "the Lord 
of the Sabbath," the distributor of 
oar lifetime into weeks with six 
working-days, and one Sabbath day 
or day of rest. The Lord's com- 
mandment is, ^'Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." The 
particular day of rest was changed 
in memory of the Resurrection of 
Christ, and of His being proclaimed 
to be Lord. For one and the same 
reason, the sacrament of the sup- 
per is called the Lord's Supper, and 
the Sabbath is now called the 
Lord's Day. He with His own 
mouth revealed Himself to be 
Lord of the Sabbath, and by ob- 
serving the Sabbath you yield sub- 
jection to Christ. There is no 
greater sacredness in the com- 
munion Sabbath than in any 
other Sabbath-day. If you neglect 
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your duties on other Sabbaths, yon 
are only nondnal and formal ob- 
servers of the particular Sabbath 
which custom or convenience may 
select, for attending at the same 
time to the Lord's additional com- 
mandment, ^^Eat this bread and 
drink this cup in remembrance of 
me." Your holy resting all the day 
during each weekly Sabbath, your 
worship in the public assemblies 
met in the Lord's name, and your 
presence when the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is preached according to his 
commission — these are needful 
proofs of your being " subject ta 
Christ," «. ^., of your being mem- 
bers of His body. 

I select only one more evidence 
of subjection to Christ. Your duty 
is to recognize Christ in Hismem^ 
hers. " There are many members 
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and one body." Every real mem- 
ber will have a sympathy with 
the others — a love for Christians 
as Christians — a high-principled, 
deep-seated mutual care and com- 
munion, '^whether one member 
suffer all the members suffer, or if 
one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice." K a man's sul>* 
jection to Christ stamps him in 
your esHmatkm as uncharitable or 
unsociable, or one with whom you 
have no sympathy, can we suppose 
that you are members of Christ 1 
Conversion to God unites a man 
to the body of Christ; have you 
fellowship with the converted, and 
have you cast in your lot with 
them t Unparalleled forgiveness 
received keeps the body together ; 
have you so realized and admired 
God's forgiveness as to imitate it 
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in your dealings with others, espe- 
daily with Christ's Tnembers who 
like yourselves have been forgiven 
by God — '' forbearing one another 
and forgiving one another : if any 
man have a quarrel against any, 
even as Christ forgave yout" If 
you belong to Christ and to His 
body, let there be no imsanctified 
temper, and no unbrotherly Ian-, 
guage ; and as at the Lord's Supper 
you hand the bread and wine to 
each other, so, as brethren and sis- 
ters in an everlasting family, unite 
m looking to the head, and in har^ 
monious subjection* to your Lord, 
who reigns and who is coming. 

You may conclude, therefore, 
that the truth of God exposes the 
unconverted and unbelievers, as 
having nothing solid to rely upon 
— even as disdaining to rely upon 
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Christ Their spiritual state and 
prospects for eternity would have 
been just the same^ if Christ had 
never died or had died in vain. 
The Lord's death, if there had not 
been a terrible necessity for it, 
would never have taken place. 
Do the impenitent pretend to 
doubt its having taken placet 
XiCt them look at this one remark- 
able chain of events, a simple and 
standing evidence. Ftom the 
night on which Jesus was betrayed 
down to the present time, the Lord's 
Table spread and surroimded by 
believers from generation to gene- 
ration has shewn, does shew, and 
will shew, by the symbols of bread 
and wine, the Lord's death till He 
come. 

Those who apply for, or who 
have obtained, visible Church- 
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membership, should remember the 
first and needfdl qualification, 
namely, to be members of Christ 
- — ^to have Christ as their hope, 
their prophet, priest, and kingl 
In the family of many brethren, 
the image of Christ is the distin- 
guishing feature. In the body of 
Christ with its newly-created 
members, Christ is all and in all. 
Without union to Christ there is 
no Christian communion; mthout 
subjection to Him, there is no real 
union. Examine yourselves — 
prove your own selves. K Christ 
is yours, you are His, and are wel- 
come at His table. You are wel- 
come, as having been driven by 
the consciousness of total and 
helpless depravity to Christ's cross, 
—welcome, as dependents upon 
Christ's free grace, — ^welcome, as 
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putting confidence in Him, and 
His finished work, — ^welcome, as 
learners in His school, taught by 
His Word and Spirit to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, to 
live in the present world soberly, 
righteously, and godly, and to look 
for the blessed hope, and for His 
^orious appearing. You are wel- 
oome, as abiding in Christ with 
subjection to Him, with the spirit 
of adoption and of prayer, ashamed 
of nothing, except that you should 
ever forget Him as your best 
Friend, or ever be ashamed of 
Him as your Master in heaven — ^so 
abiding in Him, that when He shall 
appear you may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming* 
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2 CoBiMTHios xm. 5. (Fart 1st) 

" Examine youiselyes whether ye be in the faith, 

prove your ovm selves." 

It must be admitted that among 
professing Christians there is much 
practical ignorance as to how men 
can be religious, and what religion i& 
A very imperfect idea of religion is 
possessed by those who think that 
prayer in the closet, and in the 
family, and attendance on pub- 
lic worship, are the substance of reli- 
gion, whereas these ordinances are 
chiefly means for producing reli<> 
gion in the habits of the life. But 
granting, as we must grant, that 
there is some religion in the act of 
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observing the ordinances of the 
House of Prayer, this is not the 
whole of religion ; and if there be 
only the keeping up of an excel- 
lent custom in our waiting upon 
ordinances, it is not only a defec- 
tive religion, but no religion at all. 

Religion is a change of heart and 
a difference of life as compared 
with mankind at large. Not a 
life of perseverance in good cus- 
toms, but an actual and acknow- 
ledged alteration of your oldnature, 
is the pith of religion ; not mere 
adoration of God^s majesty, but 
reconciliation to a slighted and 
offended God. This changed state 
x)f the souls of true believers in 
Jesus CSuist is called their being 
" in the faith." 

If you wish to know whether 
sndi is your state in the sight of 
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God, He, through His apostles, 
says to you as He has said 
to others, " Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith ; prove 
your own selves*" 

Let us inquire, 

L Generally, what is meant by 
self-examination 1 

II. What is the special subject 
for examination or proof, "whether 
ye be in the faith r* 

III. What is the precise state of 
matters when the report is fstvour- 
ablet 

L Let us inquire, what is meant 
by self-examination in general I 

Examination most frequently 
means asking questions, or making 
inquiry of a witness. In self-ex- 
amination a man is both a ques- 
tioner and a witness; he asks 
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Imnself, and he answers himself. 
This kind of investigation is con- 
tinually alluded to in the language 
of Scripture. The apostle Paul 
made no unusual declaration when 
he said, ^^ I say the truth, I lie not, 
my conscience also bearing wit- 
ness." On the other hand, it is 
said that a man's own heart may 
xx>ndemn him, or that he may be 
self-condemned. " If our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knoweth all things.'* 
In taking evidence, cross-exafni' 
wttUm takes place, in order to test 
the truth of the testimony given, 
or to bring out the whole truth. 
And in self-examination, oiu* testi- 
mony must be similarly tested, 
consciousness and memory being 
strictly and repeatedly exercised. 
For instance, we may examine the 
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3tate of our hearts, and may tMnk 
that we have sufficient courage to 
brave some difficulty. But we must 
try to feel as if we were brought 
fsLce to face with the difficulty, lest 
our courage should prove to be in- 
sufficient ; and lest fear at the last 
should get the mastery over us, for 
want of that preparation of heart 
wliich Almighty God can give, and 
timely prayer can get. 

The words of my text, "ex- 
amine yourselves" "prove your 
own selves,** suggest this thorough 
investigation. The word, trans- 
lated, "examine'* is the same 
word as is applied to the object of 
the Queen of Sheba in visiting the 
court of Solomon — namely, to 
prove him with hard questions, in 
order to assure herself that a true 
report had come to her own land 
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of the wisdom of Solomon — a re- 
port which she felt inclined to dis- 
believe. It is the same word as 
that applied to the searching trial 
of Abraham's faith, when we are 
told that God did tempt Abraham. 
"Tempt yourselves," is a literal 
translation of the words here trans- 
lated, " examine yourselves." The 
word translated "prove," is, in 
the apostle's account of the insti- 
tution of the Lord's Supper, trans- 
lated " examine "—" Let a man 
examine (or prove) himself and 
so let him eat of that bread and 
drink of that cup." The same 
word is applied to the Christian 
profession, when comparing what 
is sound to solid building, and 
what is imsound to wood, hay, and 
stubble, the apostle says, " the fire 
shall try every man's work:" "it 
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shall be tried with fire.^ It shall 
be tried, or proved ; that which 
fire canBot iiyiire, is said to hefire^ 
proof. 

My text as it stands in our 
English Bible, gives ns the com- 
plete idea of fair self-examination. 
Our conscience should be sum- 
moned to answer om* inquiries. 
Our answers should undergo amost 
impartial examination; theyshoidd 
be able to stand every test, and to 
brave any ordeal, to pass through 
fire and water, and yet survive. 

"Let us search and try our ways," 
was Jeremiah's invitation; but a 
more severe test is sought, when 
ihe prayer is, " Search me, O God, 
and know my heart ; try me and 
know my thoughts." When the 
command is, " examine yourselves, 
prove your own selves," the appeal 
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should be to the searcher of hearts, 
" examine me, O Lord, and prove 
me." 

Accordingly, self-examination 
means generally a secret investi- 
gation of the true state of matters 
witliin a man^s own soul, fairly 
bringing out the testimony of liis 
conscience, with sincerity, in the 
sight of God. 

Let us inquire 

II. What is the special object of 
inquiry 1 — " examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith," — ^that 
is, whether you are really believers 
in Jesus Christ. This is a simple 
object for inquiry. 

What the world calls "a good 
character," is in a sinful world 
such an imcertain and changeable 
standard, that the clear and dis- 
tinct question as to having faith 
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in Jesus Christ, is a question 
wliich most happily leads the way 
to all the other departments of 
self-examination. The inquiry 
whether we ourselves are scrupu- 
lously honest, and vigilantly pure, 
and heartily generous, and sin- 
cerely religious — this inquiry, 
without the question of faith in 
Christ to lead the way, is a con- 
fused and unsatisfactory, or (I 
may say), an impracticable inves- 
tigation. Self-examination knows 
not what it is doing, if the in- 
quirer expects to find his heart in 
a good state, without having 
undergone the great change called 
the conversion of the souL A 
broken and a contrite heart the 
Lord wiU not despise. A heart 
turning from sin with horror, and 
fleeing for refuge to the Saviour, 
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whom the Bible describes, that 
heart is turned to God and has 
faith in Christ. While the world 
is lying in wickedness, or content 
in a state of nature, the intelligent 
Christian is said to be in a state 
of grace, or (which is the same 
thing), he is " in Christ," or, as my 
text expresses it, he is "in the 
faith." 

" Faith in Christ " is the peculiar 
and controlling principle of the 
Christiaii religion. All plausible 
notions of a religion for sinners 
must make mention of repentance. 
But it was the glory of Chris- 
tianity to complete and brighten 
the view of true religion, by de- 
claring it to consist of "repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jems Christ.^ This faith 
was preached to the Ethiopian, 

G 
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when he was invited to believe 
with all his heart that sinners like 
himself were spoken of, and that 
Jesus Christ was spoken of, when 
the prophet said, " He was wonnd-^ 
ed for our transgressions. He was 
bruised for our iniquities. He 
poured out his soul unto death, 
and He was numbered with the 
transgressors, and He bare the sins 
of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors." This faith 
was preached to Cornelius, when 
Peter said of Jesus Christ, "to 
Him give aU the prophets witness, 
that through His name whosoever 
believeth in Him shall obtain re- 
mission of sins." Christ was faith- 
ful to Him that appointed Him, as 
" a son over His own house, whose 
house are we, if we hold fast the 
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confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope, firm unto the end/' 

Though the world may appear 
one and the same world to every 
eye, yet every individual lives in 
a separate world of his own. 
Where a man's treasure is, there 
his heart is. One is devoted to 
his family, and his mind can dwell 
on nothing heside. Another lives 
in the region of the politics of the 
town or of the country. And 
another is devoted to husiness, 
and is buried in a multitude of 
thoughts and calculations. One 
man, here and there, is exploring 
and wandering among books and 
studies, and hardly sees that there 
is a material world at all. And 
somewhat in the same way, a 
Christian by conviction and by 
affection may be said to be in the 
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world, and yet not of the world. 
The apostle Paul said, " To me to 
live is Christ/' The facts con- 
cerning Christ, and their con- 
sequences, are sufficient to occupy 
the chief place in the mind. The 
largest and dearest interests are 
involved in the certainty of CSirist 
having once appeared, having died 
for sin, risen from the grave, as- 
cended into heaven, disappearing 
for a time only that He may ap- 
pear the second time for the com- 
pleted salvation of those who are 
expecting Him. Actually to be- 
lieve all this implies joys and sor- 
rows, hopes and fears, which the 
world knows nothing of. The 
air of importance, which this pass^ 
ing world puts on, is a matter 
rather of curiosity than of interest 
to one who lives and resolves in 
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Mth of greater things above, and 
better things to come. The trifles 
which can make worldly men ear- 
nest, or anxious, or angry, would 
only amuse those who are in the 
faith, if it were not for the melan- 
choly thought that these their 
fellowmen are putting off, until it 
is hid from their eyes, the con- 
sideration of their own interest, as 
condemned malefactors, in what 
the Gospel of pardon and recon- 
ciliation makes known. 

Though the question is brief, 
*'Are we in the faith, or are we 
not t " yet this is not a sacrifice of 
all doctrines and duties to one 
thing, namely, faith. Faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the centre 
roimd which all Scriptural doc- 
trines and duties move, the source 
£ix>m which our holiness flows, the 
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channel in which sanctification 
makes progress. The thought of 
forgiveness must admit the fact 
that there is sin which ought to 
be abhorred. The desire for for- 
giveness includessorrow for having 
offended God^ and heart-felt anxi- 
ety wilfully to sin no more. Faith 
believes that Christ s righteousness 
was perfect obedience to the moral 
law, and that such obedience in the 
details of our life has been pleas- 
ing, is pleasing, and will be pleas- 
ing to God. Faith believes that 
Christians should live to Him who 
died for them. Faith believes and 
appropriates the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth, to 
guide us into all truth, the l^irit 
of holiness to make us holy as 
God is holy, holiness which in- 
cludes the morality of the market- 

/ Google 



Digitized by > 



8£LF-EXAHmATI0K. 103 

place, and the temperance of the 
table, and the prayerfiilness and 
meditations of everyday life, as 
well as public worship and keeping 
the Sabbath holy. 

The special object for self-exami- 
nation is valuable as calling atten- 
tion to that precious faith which 
is a sign of everything good. 
Faith in Christ is an influential 
reality which always succeeds in 
assembling around it godly fear 
and Christian love, and heavenly 
hope and deep-seated purity. 
Faith in Christ is the herald, who 
when he comes in sight, annoimces 
a company of all the virtues and 
motives and aspirations for whose 
presence self-examination is watch- 
ing. 

" Israel which followed after the 

law of righteousness, hath not at- 
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tained to the law of righteousness. 
Wherefore? Because they sought 
it not by faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law. For they 
stumbled at that stumbling-stone^ 
as it is written, Behold, I lay in 
Zion a stumbling-stone and rock 
of offence, and whosoever beUeveth 
in Him shall not be confounded^"' 
He who is anxious to abound in 
good works should first learn to 
rest the faith of his soul upon Jesus 
Christ. Receiving salvation freely, 
we receive along with it grace tc 
serve God acceptably. 
Let us now inquire 

m. What is the precise state of 
matters when, after self-examina* 
tion, the report is favourable? — or 
what is the precise result of a satis- 
factory inquiry? 
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Tke question was, Are we in the 
£edth? — not whether we have been 
so much as whether we are. An 
intelligent and real confidence in 
Christ is the effect not of an un-* 
changed good heart, but of a he^ 
changed from evil to good, from 
unbelief to faith. Accordingly tliis 
special self-examination does not 
proceed on the supposition that 
if the heart has been in a lost state, 
it is therefore finally lost.. You 
examine yourselves, in order that 
if you have not really believed in 
Christ before, you may do so now. 
Self-examination is an employment 
for the day of grace, while there is 
the opportunity for letting old 
things pass away and aU things 
become new. To go about repeat- 
ing, I fear I never have believed^ is 
not a result to be desired. In that 
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case you should say, As to things 
that have been, I have rejected and 
slighted Jesus Christ; but as to 
things that are, I find that from a 
survey of the past I am resolved 
to believe in Christ now; in the 
strength of God I do now employ 
the Saviour to save my soul. 

Such a resolution, if begun only 
now, is a favourable report. But 
the very same resolution is the 
right result, even if it has been 
proved that we are in the faith al- 
ready, having been in the faith be- 
fore. The good report regarding 
the past is mainly an argument to 
thank God and take courage for 
the present and future. Still the 
precise question continues to be, 
Are we in the faith t — ^And the 
precise answer to be desired is. We 
are in the faith — we do trust in 
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Christ, we do now disclaim self- 
righteousness, we do now believe 
aU the words of God as faithful 
sayings. 

God in Christ has promised that 
true believers shall persevere in 
faith and holiness unto the end. 
Nevertheless, self-examination may 
not decide — ^we were once in the 
faith, therefore, of course, we are 
in the faith now. It is unsatisfac- 
tory to conjecture the present from 
the past; and self-examination 
must have proofs. We are made 
partakers of Christ, if we hold the 
begmning of our confidence sted- 
fast unto the end. We do trust in 
the Lord ; and through the mercy 
of the Most High we shall not be 
moved. For God the Lord is a 
sun and shield, the Lord wUl give 
grace and glory; no good thing 
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will He withhold from them that 
walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, 
blessed is the man who trusteth— r 
who is actually and healthily trust- 
ing—in Thee. 

There is another remark as to 
the question, are we in the faith 1 
The question is whether we are so, 
not wh^lier we have a right to be. 
A judge has to pronoimce what the 
law is, not what the law ought to 
be. Or if this question is rather 
a historical question, we may say 
that a historian is not a judge ; he 
has to tell facts in the affairs of 
men, not to decide what men have 
a right to. Examination as to 
whether we are in the faith is a 
question of fact. It is true that it 
is a privilege to be permitted to 
rely upon Jesus Christ, and pure 
and undefiled religion springs from 
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practical acquaintance with that 
gracious and glorious privilege. 
But faith in Christ is a refoge for 
sinners, and not a rewardfor saints. 
The style and quality of a man^s 
obedience will be peculiar if he 
feels his obligations to Christ as 
Us Saviour, and such obedience is 
a testimony that having been for- 
given much, he loves much — a tes- 
timony that he is really under ob- 
ligations to the Redeemer who has 
saved him — ^it is a testimony that 
he was and is a monument of 
Christ's mercy, which puts all 
human merit out of the question. 

When believers feel humbled on 
account of their imperfections or 
backslidings, Satan tempts them 
to conclude that they have no 
right to trust in Christ. My Mends, 
no sinner has any rights of his 
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own in the privilege of salvation. 
Jesus Christ Himself has the only 
personal right to the blessings of 
salvation. The question then can- 
not be, have we a right to be in 
thefuth? 

The question is, are we in the 
faith ? — ^The question is, regarding 
you individually, do you give up 
self-righteousness, and accept the 
robe of the Saviour's righteous- 
ness 1 Do you expect forgiveness 
only for the sake of Jesus Christ to 
the praise of the glory of His grace^ 
whereby we are accepted in the' 
Beloved? If you mourn the 
symptoms of an evil heart of un- 
belief^ that is an argument for 
shutting you up to faith in Christ as 
the only remedy. Say not, what 
right have I to trust in Christ? 
Say rather, how wrong in me not 
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to look with the eye of faith to 
Htm who is lifted up, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him might not, 
perish, but have eternal life ! 

The precise result of a satisfao 
tory inquiry is, that we are now in 
the faith ; relying at this moment 
upon Jesus Christ alone for salva- 
tion ; saying. In the Lord we have 
righteousness and strength. And 
thus leaving our blessed Surety to 
settle the question of merit, we 
make no inquiry as to a right to free 
grace — a right to believe in the 
truth of God. The question is as 
to a fact. The precise answer to 
be desired should be in the form 
of the celebrated words, "One 
thing I know, that whereas I was 
blind, now I see." 

I have invited you — God invites 
you to examine yourselves, to prove 
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your own selves. It is the duty 
of each one to he witness and 
judge in his own case, faithful and 
serious under the present inspec- 
tion of Him who sees and knows 
all things. If you shrink from an 
inquiry which may be unsatisfeic- 
tory ; if you are afraid of the secret 
tribunal of your own heart and 
conscience ; how will you face the 
assembled universe, and the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ ? You would 
be saved from all that is dreadfrd 
in meeting your God, if you would 
now judge yourselves. Many 
temptations would be escaped^ if 
you would examine and prove 
your own selves. Will not the 
humiliation, which the discovery 
of your own faithlessness and cor- 
ruption must occasion, be much 
more than made up for, when it 
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has driven you to the assurance to 
which you are as welcome as it can 
be welcome to you: — "I know 
whom I have believed at last, but in 
time; and I am persuaded that He is 
able to keep what I have commit- 
ted unto Him for the great day?" 
He who has commanded your 
faith, is himself faithful ; and you 
may take His testimonies as your 
heritage for ever. Many poor sin- 
fiil mortal creatures believe Him 
not, and you may be sometimes 
afraid of their angry faces, or half 
overwhelmed with their unreason- 
ing noise. Nevertheless a Chris- 
tian's mottoes and watchwords 
are " God is true ' W He is faith- 
ful that promised" — "I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ " 
-—and " he that believeth in Hdc 
shall never be confounded.^' 

H 
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2 Corinthians l 12, (1st clause). 
Otte rejoicing is this, the testimony of OTir 



conscience." 



Paul and Timothy in the begin- 
ning of this epistle disclaim self- 
trust, and declare it to be their 
duty and privilege to trust in 
" God who raiseth the dead." At 
the same time and without any 
inconsistency they speak of an ap-« 
proving conscience. If the Apos- 
tle Paul, whose epistle this for the 
most part is — if he had been 
addressing God, he would doubt- 
less have referred to his heart ; but 
in his appeal to the men of Corinth, 
he points to his life, "my convw- 
sation in the world and more 
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abundantly to you-ward " — his 
character as a man, and the dis- 
charge of his duties as a Christian 
and an apostle. 

It is not my intention to dwell 
upon the particulars in the apos- 
tle's life to which his conscience 
could testify; but keeping in view 
his guiding principle, " not fleshly 
wisdom but the grace of God," 
think of these two simple truths, 

I. God has given you a con- 
science. 

II. Your rejoicing depends on 
the testimony of your conscience. 

I. God has given you a con- 
science? 

It is impossible to give a natural 
history of conscience, as we can 
of a creature having a bodily form ; 
and if possible it would be un- 
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necessary, as you all know what 
the word "conscience" means. 
Conscience is compared to the 
bodily sense of sight, or to the 
sense of taste ; and it is therefore 
often called the moral sense. With 
the eyes you can behold and ex- 
amine what is visible; with the 
conscience you perceive and 
examine what is moral; and as 
the power of seeing is sometimes 
called a faculty, so conscience 
sometimes gets the name of the 
moral faculty. 

The existence of conscience is 
derived from the existence of God^ 
the great moral Governor. It is 
called into exercise by the moral 
law or will of God. And while we 
can have no doubt that conscience 
has residence in sinless and un* 
fallen spirits, happily occupied 
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with moral perceptions and con- 
templations, yet conscience in the 
inhabitants of the present world is 
called into exercise by the know- 
ledge of evil as well as of good. 
Think, my Mends, for what pur- 
pose God has given a conscience 
to each of you. It is not only that 
you may perceive what is morally 
good^ but especially that you may 
distinguish between good and evil; 
that you may detect evil as neces- 
sarily the opposite of good ; that 
you may perceive what is right as 
totally different from what is 
wrong. Those who are learning 
from Christ, and have been mak- 
ing progress, are described in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, (v. 14,) 
as " those who by reason of use, 
have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil." The 
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apostle there speaks of moral dis- 
tinctions under the comparison of 
various kinds of bodily food, there- 
fore he uses the phrase, "the 
senses exercised." But speaking 
without any comparison he would 
have said, " the moral sense exer- 
cised, (the conscience exercised), 
to discern both good and evil." 

Conscience may be considered 
as a judge under God. It has no 
power to make its own laws, or to 
enforce regulations of its own in- 
vention. It is a mistake to sup- 
pose that conscience can act 
entirely of itself, and that its 
principles can never be sinfuL 
Being a judge, conscience must be 
acquainted with the law, according 
to which its decisions must be 
formed, or it will be an unfaithfdl, 
an unjust, and a useless judge. 
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Its law is the law of God, the will 
of God revealed in the Scriptures. 
Youremember that Jesus was not 
contented with the Jews forming 
and acting upon any judgment 
concerning Him which pleased 
themselves. On the contrary, He 
said to them, " why even of your- 
selves judge ye not what is rightV 
— ^that is, what is according to the 
Scriptures. In order really to per- 
form the part of a judge, conscience 
must use the means for obtain- 
ing the requisite knowledge; a 
judge must be well-advised, and 
properly informed. For this end, 
you must be thoroughly con- 
vinced of the supreme authority of 
God's word ; you must be deliber- 
ately and habitually influenced by 
it. It is religious knowledge, the 
knowledge of God, the storehouse 
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of inspired wisdom, with which 
your conscience must be employed* 
You must not expect genuine 
morality apart from scriptural 
principles, or bible religion; for, 
" by the fear of the Lord men de- 
part from evil." Then, you must 
learn from Scripture the grand ob- 
ligations under which, for all cases; 
you and your conscience come. 
You are under obligation to God; 
"in all thy ways acknowledge 
Him" — "Render unto all their 
due ; " " render unto God the things 
that are God's." " Brethren, we are 
debtors, but not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh." 

Such being the essential obliga- 
tion in all cases, conscience, as a 
judge, must in each case examine 
and unfold the scriptural rules 
^hich specially apply to the 
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various pariiculars. Conscience 
must collect evidence as to the 
state of the case, and the rules re-^ 
quiring to be enforced. It is no 
dishonour to a judge to require 
him to take evidence, and to master 
the proof before he gives out his 
opinion. On the contrary, to re^ 
fuse to do so would be to take up 
an undignified position; and the 
dignity of conscience falls under 
the same rule. It depends upon 
correct instruction, and upon the 
true use being made of instruc-* 
tion. 

Evidence having been taken, 
the decision must follow. And 
though the fleshly lips may refuse 
to tell the decision, yet conscience 
does pronounce, and will pro- 
nounce a decision. The tongue 
may utter phrases about inability 
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to decide, or as to humility not 
venturing to frame a decision ; yet 
conscience does and will tell the in- 
ner man whether he is walking in 
the way of truth and path of duty, 
or whether he is in a wrong and un- 
scriptural path. And if a man has 
not taken the means for assuring 
himself whether he is right or 
wrong in any course, his con- 
science condemns Mm for not hav- 
ing used those means ; yea, it will 
tell him, that because he loves 
some iniquity, therefore he shrinks 
from examining the matter : it 
being more than probable that such 
an examination would convict him 
of bemg m the wrong. He who 
will not open his mind to convic- 
tion is perhaps betraying the de- 
cision of his conscience that he is 
not in the way in which he ought 
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to waJk. It is only in occasional 
terrible cases that God, the supreme 
judge, permits conscience, the in- 
ferior judge, to keep back or re-» 
serve His decision. 

Besides pronouncing the sen" 
tence, conscience urges on the exe- 
cution of it. It declares, " this is 
the way;" and it demands, "walk 
ye in it." It decides, " this or that 
is due ; " and it urges you to " with- 
hold not that which is due." It 
repeats its decisions not only tiU 
they are listened to, but till they 
are acted upon. Conscience will 
not be content with mere convic- 
tions and words, but it keeps God's 
win as to deeds, sounding in your 
ears, " What doth the Lord require 
of thee 1— To ctojustly."— "Orfo not 
that abominable thing which I 
hate." 
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The apostle Peter uses the phrase 
"conscience toward God;" and 
Paul before the Roman governor 
spoke of " conscience toward God 
and toward men." It is true that 
there is no conscience toward men 
apart from conscience toward God. 
With regard to all claims, human 
and divine, the question is, " Is it 
right in the sight of God ? judge 
ye." Our duty towards man is it- 
self duty to -God ; God's command- 
ment being our authority and 
standard. " This commandment 
have we from Him, that he who 
loveth God love his brother also.'' 
It is therefore towards the scrip- 
turally instructed consciences of 
men copying and echoing the will 
of God, and not towards men's 
worldly judgment or graceless in- 
clinations that the exercise of each 
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conscience must be. You may re- 
member that Paul, in speaking of 
the duties of life, made this state* 
ment, ^'He that in these things 
serveth Christ is accepted of God, 
and approved by men" — ^that is, is 
approved not by the unconscien- 
tious and indifferent, but by 
conscientious men — ^men acknow- 
ledging the standard of God^s law. 
In order to be so approved, the 
precept is, " Study to shew thyself 
approved imto God." 

Though "conscience toward 
men" cannot be separated from 
"conscience toward God," the ex- 
ercise of conscience toward men 
assists in directing or checking the 
decisions of conscience toward 
God. It is easier to realize human 
claims and the presence of man. 
Thus in rendering to all men their 
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due, we are reminded to give to 
Grod the glory due to His name. 
God through the Prophet Malachi, 
makes an appeal of this kind, ^ A 
son honoureth his father, and a 
servant his master. ' If then I he 
a father, where is mine honour? — 
and if I he a master, where is my 
fear? — saith the Lord of Hosts 
unto you, O priests, who despise 
my name ! " 

This, then, is the first truth he- 
fore us at present — God has given 
you a conscience. Let us pass to 
the second. 

II. Your r^oidng depends on 
the testimony of your conscience. 

The Scriptures distinguish he- 
tween "a good conscience" and 
"an evil conscience," — ^between "a 
pure conscience" and "a defiled 
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conscience;" and generally, though 
not m aU cases, or to the ftill ex- 
tent, the distmction between " an 
approving conscience" and "an 
accusing conscience," is a similar 
distinction. A good or pure con- 
science is an approving conscience 
and a quiet conscience. But it is 
possible to have a seared con- 
science, and the dominion of guilty 
insensibility and undisturbed ig- 
norance, and to mistake this for a 
good conscience. We may say 
that an accusing conscience is al- 
ways an evil conscience; yet a con- 
science which is so stifled or intoxi- 
cated that it makes no accusations 
is not an approving conscience. 
You must therefore see to it, that 
conscience actually is in exercise, 
influenced by the authority of 
God. 
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. The testimony of conscience 
here spoken of is not so much its 
decision as to right and wrong in 
any case, as its voice intimating 
whether its decisions have been 
and are being carried into effect. 
Its testimony is in answer to the 
question, Whether God and our 
own souls and our fellowmen are 
receiving their due from us. Such 
a testimony, if favourable, is the 
cause of our soul^s rejoicing, — of 
inward and real satisfaction. An 
unfavourable testimony is the 
cause of inward uneasiness and 
misery. 

With the Bible in your hands, 
with instruction within your reach, 
and with godly examples before 
your eyes, one of these two condi- 
tions must be the experience of 
each of you. Either you find 
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within yourself a shelter in an ap- 
proving conscience, or you are 
looking out of yourself for a shelter 
fnmi an accusing conscience. It 
is, therefore, my duty to warn you 
agamst any shelter from con- 
science, and to recommend to you 
conscience itself as a shelter. 

Your eyes must be directed first 
to the Gospel and not to the lawt 
The broken law prompts and per- 
petuates an accusing conscience. 
It is useless to attempt to lower 
the demands of the law. Scripture 
and conscience truly assure you 
that all the law's demands must 
and should be satisfied. Look, as 
Paul looked, to "the grace of God," 
which brings salvation to sinners. 
Look to the righteousness of 
Christ's life, and to His blood, 
which cleanses from aU sin. For, 
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as the same apostle has said, ^' the 
blood of Christ who through the 
eternal Spirit, offered himself with- 
out spot to God, shall purge your 
conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God." 

This shews that, in the second 
place, your eyes must be directed 
to the law as well as to the Gos- 
pel. " Christ himself suffered for 
us, leaving us an example that ye 
should follow His steps, who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in 
His mouth. He bare our sins in 
His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness." " We thus 
judged said the apostle concerning 
the rule of our lives, we judge, that 
is, a purged conscience will always 
decide, " that they who live should 
not henceforth live unto them- 
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selves, but unto Hm who died for 
them and rose again." The testi- 
mony of Scripture concerning 
Jesus Christ is the only ground of 
rejoicing as far as the right to $a/- 
vathn is concerned; and yet the 
testimony of your own conscience 
concerning yourselves is necessary 
to your rejoicing as to salvation in 
possession, " If our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our hearts 
and knoweth all things. Beloved! 
if our heart condemn us not, then 
we have confidence toward God." 

The truth under consideration 
may be illustrated in the way of 
warning and of encouragement. 

As to a shelter from conscience, 
though it cannot be said that no 
shelter offers itself, the truth is 
that no such shelter can either 
produce or restore inwardrejoicing. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 8BBM0N V. 

Suppose that youfoUow the world 
in shutting out, from your heart 
and life, the power of godliness, 
and in merely going through some 
church ceremonies or forms; if 
some godly man tells you that you 
have no intelligent, hearty, and 
conscientious hold of " the truth as 
it is in Jesus," — and if you in re- 
ply upbraid him as a bigot, and 
talk of his uncharitableness, and 
claim the credit of having genuine 
religious convictions of your own, 
you will easily get such credit, and 
a host of defenders will hasten to 
your assistance. But if your con- 
science condemns you, your com- 
panies will not deliver you, you 
can have no inward rejoicing. 
You need be at no loss for worldly 
friends who will resent the rude- 
ness of the observation that not 
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all of US are true Christians; you 
may obtain, abundant contribu- 
tions of bitter words to unite with 
your bitter tears drawn forth by 
the accusation against you of un- 
belief or practical infidelity. But 
the question is, what is the testi- 
mony of your conscience ? Most 
comfortless and insecure is any 
otlier shelter. K you are cherish- 
ing anything sinful within you, 
you may defy the observation 
which could detect it, or the bold- 
ness which could accuse you of it 
But if your conscience has managed 
both the detection and the accusa- 
tion, then, though undisturbed by 
the busy world without, you will 
be disturbed by a world within, 
— ^a tempest from which outward 
misinformation or forbearance can- 
not shelter you. I need hardly say 
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how brittle or rotten a shelter is 
reputation, if it be mere reputa- 
tion. In fact, a justly approving 
conscience dreads an exaggerated 
reputation, and a good conscience 
feels humbled under good report 

Conscience puts forward its testi- 
mony, not only as to the godliness 
of our profession, or the righteous- 
ness of our character generally, 
but also as to the performance of 
each separate duty. A question 
may arise either as to your personal 
obligation connected with a claim 
made upon you, or as to sufficiency 
of amount in your performance of 
the obligation. Whether as to 
obligation or as to amount, the 
matter generally comes up for 
decision in the shape of an excuse 
which has to be considered. In 
such a case, conscience must speak 
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to each one's self; there can be no 
shelter from its sound. It is quite 
right to satisfy yonr fellow-Chris- 
tians by making a statement of the 
leading or qualifying circumstances 
which either relieve you from an 
obligation, or justly impose a limit 
on the amount which you can be- 
stow, whether it be of thought, or 
time, or labour, or money. But 
remember, man's decision must 
depend on your own statement; 
your rejoicing depends on the testi- 
mony of your conscience. Your 
conscience alone can assure you 
that your statement can stand the 
test of God's judgment — ^that your 
excuse is complete without any 
moral fallacy or any mere enticing 
words of worldly wisdom. As to 
the keeping of your own soul, your 
own conscience is the highest 
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judge on earth, under God ; you 
cannot weaken its decisions by 
bringing in the authority of differ- 
ent opinions obtained from mere 
men, upon your own solicitation — 
they depending upon the amount 
of information which you choose 
to give, and you ahnost dictating 
the opinion wliich alone will be 
received. 

So much in the way of warn- 
ing ; but I am bound also to speak 
in the way of encouragement. 
Those who might claim to be held 
in good reputation oft receive the 
worst Such persons possess a 
shelter in conscience. They are 
exhorted to be assured o£i and to 
proclaim the reason of their hope, 
"having," says the apostle, "a 
good conscience, that whereas they 
speak against you as evil-doers. 
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they may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse your good conversation in 
Ouist." Man's suspicion of your 
motives is not a necessary condem- 
nation of them^ Are not the 
motives of love to Christ, and to 
truth, and to mankind for Christ's 
sake, likely to be misrepresented 
by the world, because unintelligible 
to a worldly mind? With regard 
to the various qualifying circum- 
stances connected with the claims of 
religious truth and duty, you have 
sometimes to excuse yourselves. 
If you are persuaded that your 
excuse is a real one, you do not 
require to be comforted. You need 
not be careful and troubled about 
men's sayings, when the testimony 
of your consciencie is satis^Etctory. 
The truth which we have been 
now considering might shew you 
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that there is no title which is so 
often misapplied as the phrase, " a 
conscientious man.^^ Many a man 
has no other claim to the title ex- 
cept the ahsence of any right which 
any people have either to say or to 
suppose that he is not conscien- 
tious. Too many of us seem to 
think it conscientious to receive 
any impression as to truth or duty 
which happens first to present it- 
self, and to allow nothing to move 
us from our first impressions. A 
man ohstinate in his prejudices is 
excused as being conscientious; 
and consistency of any or every 
kind, claims the name of conscien- 
tiousness. But he alone is a truly 
conscientious man, who, like Paul, 
exercises himself to have always a 
conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward men. It is God 
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who alone can restore the ruins of 
conscience, desolated by the fall of 
man. It is the felt presence of the 
Judge of all the earth that recalls 
conscience, the subordinate judge, 
from its wanderings and its slum- 
bers. Conscience and prejudice 
cannot agree; for conscience is per- 
mitted to judge, but not to pre^ 
Judge. And it is to overturn 
the melancholy consistency of sin 
and error, that conscience is 
charged to deal with the law and 
truth of God. If it be not your 
habit to ask. Is this or that r^ht 
in the sight of God? do not think 
yourself a conscientious man ; your 
conscience has been kept down^ 
and unconsulted. 

, My text suggests matter for self- 
examination. Can you find r^oic- 
ing in the testimony of your con- 
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science 1 How do you treat God's 
message in the Gospel as to mercy 
and judgment ? When the truth 
of God makes any impression upon 
your conscience, do you surrender 
yourself to God, that you may be 
taught to rejoice through His 
truth t Or do you set yourself to 
overpower or overreach conscience 
by seeking relief in the ways and 
in the tone of the world! O how 
deluded is the resolution to allow 
the world to talk you out of your 
religious impressions, and to in- 
vent the pretence that you were 
merely talked into them, and that 
their influence was all in your 
imagination! So far from that 
being true, it is the world that 
would talk you into the resolution, 
or rather into the endeavour, to 
feel comfortable in spite of your 
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conscience. O seek not for a shel- 
ter from conscience, as you cannot 
be sheltered from the presence of 
the Judge in the day when the 
secrets of all hearts shall be made 
manifest. O follow out scriptural 
convictions. Through the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ seek for 
faith and a good consci^ice. 

It would lead to solid rejoicing 
if you would connect " the begin- 
ning of your confidence in Christ " 
with conscience as well as with 
comfort. The preachmg of the 
apostles was 'Hhe manifestation 
of the truth to the conscience." 
Herein are manifested God justly 
offended because of sin, (rod justly 
satisfied with Christ's finished work, 
and yourselves in justice bound 
to acknowledge your total sinful- 
ness, and to employ Christ as your 

/Google 



Digitized by ^ 



142 SEBMON v. 

Saviour. It is a question for con- 
science to examine, "Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things 
and to enter into His glory?'* 
You will arrive at a just and cheer- 
ing decision by gathering in that 
method, with His teaching, out of 
the Scriptures, the things concern- 
ing Himself. 

In conclusion, this subject ap- 
plies to the warrant and the com- 
fort with which each communicant 
can sit down at the Lord's Table, 
either for the first time, or deliber- 
ately repeating the solemn de- 
cision and deed. It is a very small 
thing to have a minister's or an 
elder's decision that your applica- 
tion shall not be rejected,* if God 
in Christ has not accepted you, and 
if your own conscience has mis- 
givings or convictions as to un- 
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pardoned and unforsaken sin. 
You may have passed the examin- 
ation of a Church-court upon earth; 
but you must make your own ap* 
peal and make your calling sure 
before a higher court, where no 
fellowman can follow you. You 
caU.it " a communion season,'' and 
a token from the hand of man will 
admit you to the table ; but nothing 
but your own interest in Christ can 
admit you to communion with God. 
You profess to cherish the remem- 
brance of Christ your Saviour; 
men may not decide that you do 
not, you alone can know whether 
you do remember the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What does it matter if I 
or any one else believe that you 
remember Him, if you yourselves 
know that you do not? "Let a 
man examine himseh^ and so let 
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him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup." The badge of outward 
membership may depend upon 
man ; but real membership depends 
upon your receiving and obeying 
the testimony of God. And your 
remorse or your rejoicing depends 
on the testimony of your con- 
science. 
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1 Cor. XV. 22. 
* By which [Goq)el] ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memoiy what I preached tmto you, unlees ye have 
believed ia vain." 

The gospel testimony has been 
summed up in the words, ^^ Jesus 
died and rose again.^ The duty of 
the hearers of the Gospel is, " Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved" The testi- 
mony must be explained to us be- 
fore our belief can be expected 
Philip the Evangelist expounded 
the Scriptures and preached Jesus 
to the Ethiopian chamberlain, be- 
fore Inquiring whether his disciple 
believed with all his heart. The 
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question, "Do you beUeve?" in- 
cludes the question, "What do you 
beUeve?" A man who knows 
nothing, and therefore believes 
nothing about God's plan of sal- 
vation, will quickly answer, "yes,** 
if you ask him, " Do you believe in 
Jesus Christ t" — He knows there 
is such a Being, and he will agree 
that whatever is written in the 
Scriptures must be true. But the 
word, " what," in the question, is 
not properly met by the words 
" whatever," " or anything whatso- 
ever." It is not with " anything," 
but with precious blessings, that 
faith in Christ has to do — ^things 
needed by hell-deserving sinners 
' — things wished for — "things 
hoped for." A hopeful confidence 
as to a personal interest in Christ's 
salvation is the belief which alone 



Digitized by 



Google 



THIS EXERCISE OF THE MEMORY. 147 

is real. The Gospel is glJad tidings 
only to those who know and wel- 
come the definite good news— too 
personal to be neglected, too true 
to be doubted, too welcome to be 
forgotten. 

The exercise of the memory is 
indispensable to the life of faith. 
This is the subject of the following 
remarks. 

I. The exercise of the memory is 
commanded hy God, 

Sufficient attention has not been 
given to the province of memory 
in the empire of religion. It is 
quite right to say that memory, 
merely occupied with the words, 
and arguments, and divisions of 
Gospel discourses, is insufficient, 
and may leave tlie soul uncon- 
vinced and unconverted. By all 
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means let ns go beyond the mere 
exercise of memory in connection 
with the hope and the truth of the 
Gospel. But what are we to say 
to people who have not proceeded 
even to this length in the path of 
religion! — ^The furnishing of the 
memory is a step in advance of 
their backward discipleship. If 
even a forward step be not beyond 
the reach of damnation, can we too 
vehemently exclaim against the 
doubly dangerous shortcoming? 
It is true, that those who have a 
well-stored memory must go on 
towards feeling and experience; 
yet the man who would press for^ 
ward towards fresh feelings, must 
often fall back upon old memories* 
The exercise of memory is 
virtually commanded whenever 
God condenms its oppoi^e, namely, 
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forgetftilness. The chastisements 
mflicted upon Israel of old, were 
intended to declare God^s dis- 
pleasure against this sin. How 
does the Holy Ghost sum up the 
characteristics of '' a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation 
that set not their hearts aright, and 
whose spirit was not steadfast to- 
wards God 1 " Here is the compre- 
hensive inspired description, "They 
kept not the covenant of God, and 
refused to walk in His law, and 
forgot His worics, and the wonders 
that He had showed them ; . . . . 
they remembered not His hand, 
nor the day when He delivered 
them jfrom the enemy." To this 
effect the song of Moses expostu- 
lates with the forgetful people: 
" Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 
foolish people and unwise ! Is He 
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not thy father that hath bought 
thee ? — ^hath He not made thee and 
established thee? .... Of the 
Bock that begat thee thou art un- 
mindful^ and hast forgotten God 
that formed thee." To forget God's 
commandments is a phrase which 
in Scripture means " to sin ; " it in- 
cludes the neglect of what ought 
to be done, and the perpetration 
of what ought not to be done. 
So David was inspired to utter 
God's wrath against a wicked man, 
"because he remembered not to 
shew mercy." And as forgetful- 
ness of the law is the depth of im- 
godliness, so forgetfiilness of the 
Gospel is the depth of unchristian 
degeneracyt When Peter, to en- 
force the virtues which flow from 
living faith, says concerning them, 
"if ye do these things, ye shall 
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never fall," how does he descrihe a 
fatal fall from the standing of a 
true believer! He says, "He that 
lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath for- 
gotten that he was purged from 
his old sins." In a word, heU^ "the 
fire that never shall be quenched," 
is the inevitable and irrevocable 
end of forgetfulness ; for, as the 
Psalmist writes, " the wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God," — a saying 
whose startling plainness would be 
darkened by any commentary of 
mine. 

All this proves that your forget- 
frdness is no excuse for your sin. 
Did you forget? O publish not 
your shame; to forget is to sin; 
forgetfulness is sin itself, and not 
the purgmg away of sin. " Forget 
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not all his benefits," is God's com- 
mand; and along with His com- 
mand, He gives strength to those 
who desire it But God is com- 
pelled to say of more than of the 
Israelites, "they soon forgat His 
works." As the Hebrew expresses 
it, "they hasted; they forgat His 
works." Forgetfiilness was their 
choice, it suited their inclination, 
" they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge." That is a por- 
trait of sinfulness and no apology 
for it. 

On the other hand, the exercise 
of the memory is strictly com- 
manded. "Remember His mar- 
vellous works which He hath 
done. His wonders, and the judg- 
ments of His mouth." That was 
an authoritative call upon the 
Israelites for the exercise of 
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memory. The apostles had simi- 
lar instructions as to the everlast* 
ing kingdom of onr Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. " I will not 
be negligent," said Peter, " to put 
you always in remembrance of 

these things Moreover I 

will endeavour that ye may be able 
after my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance, 
for we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

God has made His wonderful 
works to be remembered, and it is 
His intention as to His people, 
that while His other works uncon- 
sciously and silently praise Him, 
His saints should bless Him from 
intelligent hearts, and with out- 
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spoken voice. Following out 
their Lord's intention " they shall 
abundantly utter the memory of 
His great goodness." 

Their memory is to remind them 
of what they once were. "Re- 
member," said Paul to the Ephe- 
sian converts, "that ye were with- 
out Christ, strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the 
world." Memory is summoned 
into exercise, in order to keep the 
soul thankfrd to God, and deeply 
and devotedly humble in His pre- 
sence. The God of the Bible has 
said to each redeemed sinner, 
" Thou shalt remember thy ways, 
and be ashamed. And I wUl 
establish my covenant with thee, 
and Thou shalt know that I am 
the Lord; that thou mayest re- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TEE EXERCISE OF THE MEMOBY. 155 

member and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more 
because of Thy shame, when I am 
pacified toward thee for all that 
thou hast done, saith the Lord 
God." 

For this purpose God established 
His testimony and appointed His 
law, and fulfilled and enlarged it 
in the New Testament, that suc- 
ceeding generations "might set 
their hope in God, and not forget 
the works of God, but keep His 
commandments." Let us then 
take the experience and resolution 
of the Psalmist as our model, and 
say, " unless Thy law had been my 
delights, I should then have 
perished in my affliction. I will 
never forget Thy precepts, for with 
them Thou hast quickened me;" 
with them Thou hast made my 
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soul alive to Thy claims, and to 
my own eternal interests; Thou 
hast recalled me from unmindful 
earthliness, from deathlike listless* 
ness, from soul-destroying forget- 
fiilness! 

II. The memory may be assisted 
and strengthened in various ways ; 
and God has provided aids and 
opportunities for exercising the 
memory^ in (he contemplations and 
occupations of religion, 

God^s holy book is a store frt>m 
which the memory may be thor- 
oughly finished. With the pens 
of prophets and lawgivers, of 
evangelists and apostles, God 
invites our attention, and He ap- 
peals and draws upon our memory. 
One of these writers, the apostle 
Peter, thus announces the great 
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fend of the whole Bible: "This 
second epistle, beloved, I now 
write unto you, in both which I 
stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance, that ye may be 
mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the conuuandment of us 
the apostles of the Lord and 
Saviour." 

"The Lord akd Saviour,-' — 
well may the memory spring into 
activity on the very mention of 
that name ! Every name given to 
Christ is intended to be a me- 
morial ! This is the name where- 
by He shall be called, " The Lord 
our righteousness." Thou shalt 
call His name "Jesus," for He 
shall save His people from their 
sins. Every relation in which 
God the Father, Son and Holy 
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Ghost, stands to redeemed souls 
may be discovered in this old mes- 
sage from himself, when "God said 
unto Moses, thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, the 
Lord God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob hath sent me 
unto you; this is my name for 
ever, and this is my memorial unto 
all generations." 

Many names given by God to 
men are also monuments of me- 
morable events and manifestations 
of God's character. I remind you 
of one example only. "Israel," 
the name now applied to the 
Christian Church, was, as you re- 
member, given as a memorial of 
the man who prevailed with God 
as a prince in prayer ; it is a me- 
morial of the direct and unfailing 
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efficacy of prayer; and it may also 
be a memorial of the Saviour, who 
is the Prince at God's right hand 
because of His prevailing interces- 
sion. 

Engaging in the simple duties 
of a believer in Christ, not only 
demands and employs the memory, 
but also assists and strengthens it. 
When we cultivate meditation and 
express our prayers, and utter the 
abundance of praise, we daily add 
to our remembrances, and we ac- 
custom heavenly recollections to 
come at our call, and to be readily 
recalled. 

The more prominent ordinances 
of God's appointment are expressly 
intended to create and revive the 
springs of memory. God made 
known to degraded and desolate 
man the Holy Sabbath — ^that most 
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ancient but forgotten institution 
— ^to be a sign between a repent- 
ant people and HimselJ^ tbat they 
might know that He is the Lord, 
their sanctifier. After each period 
of six, and only six, days of labour, 
we are required to remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

The ordinances of Circumcision 
and the Passover in the Mosaic 
Church, and Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper in the Apostolic 
Church, were also memorials, — 
testimonies by God to one genera- 
tion after another, — testimonies 
by the Church to the young, to 
the ignorant, to the forgetftd, to 
the inquiring. Each sacrament 
has its distinct subjects for the 
memory, but both under both dis- 
pensations agree in one thing. 
They were instituted by God to 
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inform and assist the memory, and 
to confirm and perpetuate the 
accuracy and simplicity of scrip- 
tural belief. There is the silent 
testimony of the elements, which 
should be seasonably expounded 
and dutiftdly investigated. For 
the day of the Passover feast, 
there were regulations which can 
easily be transferred to a Christian 
sacrament. On that day, year 
by year, the obedient Israelite 
fdlfiUed, in God's appointed way, 
the precept, "Remember the day 
in which ye came out of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage, for 
by strength of hand the Lord 
brought you out." On that feast- 
day the concluding duty was to 
be performed thus: "And thou 
shalt shew thy son in that day, 
saying. This is done because of 
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that which the Lord did unto me 
when I came forth out of Egypt 
And it shall be for a sign unto 
thee upon thine hand, and for a 
memorial between thine eyes, that 
the Lord's law may be in thy 
mouth,'" 

Sacred poetry may be both 
received from God's hand and 
composed by Christians, as fitted 
to take hold and to keep hold of 
the memory. This is a scriptural 
precept : " Let the word of Christ 
dweU in you richly in aU wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritual songs/' Many forms 
of sound words are also within 
our reach, specially adapted to 
the memory, and well known as 
helps in holding fast eternal truth. 
There are short expressions which 
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are of the same service, such as, 
the Apostolic benediction, "The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost be 
with you all," — also the venerable 
chain of doctrine with its masterly 
and ingenious links, namely. Ruin 
through our first parents. Redemp- 
tion by Jesus Christ, and Regenera- 
tion by God the Holy Ghost. 

III. The exercise of memory is 
an instrument in the souFs salvation. 

Memory is spoken of as differ- 
ing in quality in different persons. 
One man has a ready memory, he 
is able to learn by heart and to 
repeat what he has learnt, in a 
short time, and with little trouble, 
But another man may have a more 
retentive memory. The ready 
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man may soon forget, the other 
retains in his memory what he 
has succeeded in learning. The 
memory of which my text speaks 
is a retentive memory; "By the 
Gospel ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you." 
Acquaintance with Christ and 
acquaintance with self — ^this two- 
fold acquaintance constitutes what 
is essential to salvation. "The 
word which by the Gospel is 
preached unto you," introduced 
you to acquaintance with your 
own soul, when you had hitherto 
been a stranger to yourself, to 
your spiritual dangers, and to 
your true interests, and to your 
eternal prospects. Thus your 
heart was opened to attend to the 
things regarding Christ, words of 
reality, applicable to your felt ne- 
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cessities, adapted to your well- 
foimded fears, and anticipating 
your earnest prayers. The soul 
will remember promises and pre- 
cepts sent by God, and taught by 
Him in such solemn circumstances 
and with such impressive reality. 

To keep the Gospel in memory 
is a safe condition of the soul. It 
may be contrasted with that un- 
satisfactory dealing with the Gos- 
pel, which is expressed in the 
words, *'ever learning and never 
able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth," — interested in the 
phrases and appeals of Gospel 
sermons, but unconvinced of the 
reality of God's threatenings, and 
God's invitations. 

To keep the Gospel in memory 
is to be on the safe side of the 
boundary, those being on the im- 
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safe side whose greatest claim to 
be accounted religious is that they 
are constantly hearing the Word. 
Salvation is a practical thing; 
real spiritual life is a life of deeds, 
not feeding an inactive memory, 
but making use of an active re- 
tentive memory. "Receive with 
meekness the ingrafted word which 
is able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. For if any be a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass, for he beholdeth 
himself, and goeth away and 
straightway forgetteth what man- 
ner of man he was. But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a 

/Google 



Digitized by ^ 



TEE EXERCISE OF THE HEMOBY. 167 

doer of the work, this man shall be 
blessed m his deed." 

The memory, when it is an in- 
strument of salvation, is. occupied 
about Christ — ^the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the words 
of the Lord Jesus. The exercise 
of the memory is an impor- 
tant part of the practical explana- 
tion of such passages as these, 
"Thy loving-kindness is before 
mine eyes," — "Thy law is in my 
heart," — "if God so loved us we 
ought also to love one another." 
The manifestation of Christ to the 
soul, which seems so visionary and 
unintelligible to many, has received 
an explanation which proves that 
the exercise of the memory has a 
principal share in the experience 
described. Jesus said, "He that 
hath my commandments and keep- 
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eth them, he it is that loveth me, 
and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love 
him, and, will manifest myself to 
him.'* The apostle Jude inquired, 
"Lord, how is it that Thou wilt 
manifest Thyself unto us, and not 
unto the worldt " Jesus answered, 
" K a man love me, he will keep 
my words," — he wiU keep my words, 
that is, he will take pains to as- 
certain my words, his memory will 
retain them, against opposition he 
will maintain them, and thus a 
communion of sentiment will be 
sustained between me and him. 
So again Jesus explained this, " If 
ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will and it shall be done unto 
you." 
This blessing and blessed memory 
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is under the special care of God 
the Holy Ghost, whose appoint- 
ment to such a charge is God's 
testimony to the invariable com- 
panionship of saying faith and 
sanctified memory. "I will pray 
the Father," said the Saviour, "and 
He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you 
for ever. . . . The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, 
He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you." 

Amidst the quiet of the Sabbath 
day, you may listen to Christ's 
promises and Christ's lessons. 
Perhaps you recognize the old 
lessons, and never think of them 
again, unless you happen again to 
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hear them, when you again recog- 
nize them. Here is an exercise of 
memory, but of what use is it to 
yout You may be able to repeat 
the proposals and the regulations 
of the Gospel scheme, you may 
have a ready memory; but life is 
not mere talking and hearing, life 
is doing and striving. A salutary 
memory is not a mere ornament 
on the shelf, or a talent lying idle. 
Memory must be awake, alive, on 
the wing, on the road, in the per- 
plexing paths of life, in the excite 
ing field of battle. At the very 
time when your heart is over- 
whelmed, the promise must be at 
your side, and with the promise, 
the Promiser. In the bewildering 
labyrinth of human life, the recol- 
lection of " the simplicity that is in 
Christ " must keep your head cool 
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and your path plain and straight 
forward. Christ's words must be 
written on your heart, must be on 
your tongue, must be intelligently 
and practically at command, so as 
to be made use of at the very time 
when they are required in your 
soul's business and defence. The 
battle-field, with its clamour and 
confusion, with its haste, its slime- 
pits, and its stumbling-blocks, re- 
quires more than the accuracy of 
a school-boy; it requires the experi- 
enced memory of one who has been 
enlisted under Christ's banner, who 
has resisted the offers of the enemy, 
having a practised remembrance 
of the strength of Satan's devices, 
and being, at the same time, as- 
sured of the weakness of such 
falsehoods when arrayed in com- 
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petition with the word of the truth 
of the Gospel. 

The study of the Word of God 
is much, and is indispensable; but 
the retention of the Word in the 
memory is more, and is more 
directly instrumental in the salva- 
tion of the soul. We are not re- 
quired never to cease reading God's 
Word, but we are required never 
to forget it. We can devote only 
a little time to study, we can oc- 
cupy much more with memory. 
It is true that the Spirit of God 
has promised no miraculous intro- 
duction into the soul of truth 
which we have never read, and 
He gives His blessing with the 
reading of the Scriptures. But it 
is also true, that He addresses 
Himself to our memory; He brings 
to our remembrance, not neces- 
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sarily the exact words of Scripture, 
but always scriptural truth. When 
we read, He makes our reading 
profitable ; when we are otherwise 
engaged. He makes our memory 
salutary. K the Christian life be 
a warfare, and God our Com- 
mander, the Bible contains the 
word of command; but it is 
memory which causes the word of 
command to soimd in our ears 
when the battle is begun, when the 
controversy is at its height. The 
reading of the Word of God points 
to the Saviour, as a plank to keep 
the soul afloat in the deep and 
tempestuous ocean of adversity 
and dissolution ; but it is memory 
that makes us grasp the plank 
when all the waves and biUows are 
sweeping over us. The reading 
of the word points to faith in Christ 
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as a light in a dark place, until 
future sight witnesses the dawn of 
day and the rising of the day-star; 
but it is memory that keeps our 
eye upon the light while we actu- 
ally walk through the dark and 
howling wilderness. "I call to 
remembrance my song in the 
night, I commune with my own 
heart, and my spirit made diligent 
search. Will the Lord cast oflF for 
ever? — ^and will He be favourable 
no more? — ^Is His mercy clean 
gone for ever? — ^Doth His promise 
fail for evermore? — Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious? — ^Hath 
He in anger shut up His tender 
mercies? — ^And I said, This is my 
infirmity; but I will remember the 
years of the right hand of the Most 
High. I will remember the works 
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of the Lord, surely I will remem- 
ber Thy wonders of old." 

In conclusion, what reproof 
would be too severe to be ad- 
dressed to an imsanctified memory 
—memory engrossed with what is 
trifling, feeding upon what is dis- 
gusting, stifling seriousness with 
absurdity, and solemnity with pro- 
fanity? Can we flatter the pos- 
sessors of such memory with the 
hope of salvation ? If they know 
what salvation is, would they 
thank us for what they must con- 
sistently reckon a doubtful com- 
pliment? O let me entreat them 
to think of their ways, and of 
Christ's wonderful person and 
work. Bitter will be all their 
recollections of the present world, 
unless their memory can claim 
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Christ as the purchaser of their 
forgiveness, and the regulator of 
their hopes and wishes. 

Too many, who are not so way- 
ward and abandoned, are forgetfol 
hearers. You do not scoff like in- 
fidels, but do you remember, like 
believers ? Your belief is vain, if 
you do not keep the Gospel in 
memory. If you forget it in 
worldly company, if you forget 
it in temporal business, if you for- 
get it whenever it is not spoken of 
by others in your hearing, is this 
keeping it in your memory ? Have 
you then believed in vain? O 
make no empty defence of the 
past ; but to-day consider and be- 
lieve the Gospel, associate it with 
your desires, your prayers, your 
praises, and your memory. 

You who keep in memory what 
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is preached to you coneeming 
Christ, the only Saviour, be assur- 
ed that if your memory manifests 
itself in your seeking God the 
Savioiu" habitually and confidently, 
then you do not seek His face in 
vain, and you do not believe in 
vain. So firm is the rock upon 
which you build, that I may say, 
not omiy " you shall be saved," but 
"you are saved." He who has 
living faith in Christ is passed fi*om 
death unto life. O exercise your 
memory with theunfathomable his- 
tory and the unbounded prospects 
legibly written in " the Gospel," — 
"the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," — "the glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God." 
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Acts xxvra. 24. 

" And some beUeved the things that were spoken, 

and some believed not." 

It would be inexcusable to make 
it our invariable rule to be deaf to 
a simple statement, or to common- 
place words. Words which are 
not exciting, may embody a testi- 
mony or an announcement of ex- 
traordinary importance, and of 
universal interest. The plain 
words of my text should not be 
carelessly passed over. They may 
seem commonplace, but the fact 
is solemn and weighty. Paul, an 
ambassador for Christ, delivered 
His message concerning the king- 
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dom of his Lord and Master, to 
men who depended npon the 
preached word for their soul's sal- 
vation. And some believed the 
things that were spoken, and some 
believed not. 

Let us consider how important 
and eventful is the difference be- 
tween believing and not believing. 
Taking Paul's hearers at Rome as 
examples, let us examine the two 
ways in which Paul's message has 
been received, 

I. As involving just conse- 
quences — and 

II. As being actual decisions. 

I. Believing and not believing, 
involve just consequences. 

Those who believe anything, 
have a corresponding hope or ex- 
pectation. Those who do not 
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believe, are unprepared for what 
is expected by such believers, and, 
of course, must take the conse- 
quence, whether it be nothing or 
something. And religious belief 
is no exception to this rule. 

Those men make religion un- 
reasonable, who suppose that as to 
heavenly things, belief and un- 
belief may have either no conse- 
quences, or the same consequences. 
The truths of religion are great 
facts ; and no- freedom of thought, 
and no charitable wishes, can 
change the facts, so as to give 
belief and unbelief the same ad- 
vantage. Let religious truth be 
dealt with as a reality, and then 
none of you will join in the dogma, 
that a charitable spirit must feel 
sure, that while God may make a 
man a gainer by his belief He will 
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never make him a loser by mere 
imbeHeC 

Some men may say, Why should 
a man suffer because he believed 
not? — can you check freedom of 
thought t — will you calumniate 
divine charity? But in reply it 
must simply be said, It is quite 
impossible that any man can 
change what exists, by thinking 
that it does not exist. If upon a 
railroad you stand in front of a 
train of carriages dashing forward 
at full speed, not believing that 
they will run over you, will your un- 
belief at once stop them or change 
their course? One child believes 
that if he puts his foot into the 
fire, he will be burnt. Another 
child does not believe so; he puts 
his foot into the fire, and takes the 
consequence; he suffers, because 
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he believed not. Will you say 
here that the person who required 
him to believe could not force his 
belief and that warning him of 
the consequence was an unchari- 
table threat, fettering the human 
mind, and misrepresenting the 
merciful Creator? 

The whole universe might dis- 
appear in a moment, if consequen- 
ces and events can be got rid o^ 
simply by being considered as 
opinions. Success in making our 
opmions agree with facts would 
in this view be, not the establish- 
ment of opinions, but the destruc- 
tion of facts. The sun gives light 
by day; this is a fact, and my think- 
ing so makes it my opinion* My 
opinion is trustworthy, even 
though I must say, let every one 
ascertain the fact for himself. I 
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mnst also say, do not suppose that 
the fact is so, or is not so, accord- 
ing as any opinion may dictate. 
The fact is one, though opinions 
may be various, or though there 
be no opinions at all. The fact 
remains the same, however opin- 
ions may vary. A fact does not 
cease to be a fact, because opinions 
either sport with it or adopt it. 

The great events of scripture 
history and scripture promises 
equally stand firm, "lliey that 
trust in the Lord shall be as mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed 
but abideth for ever.** While 
religious truths may be called the 
believer's opinions, they are not 
therefore mere matters of opinion. 
K the congregation, of whom my 
text speaks, could now stand before 
you, — ^if those who listened to Paul 
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in his house at Rome, could rise 
from the dead, — ^ii^ having left for 
a time the abode ^f their dis- 
embodied but living souls, they 
were asked the question, "Was 
the subject then discussed a mere 
matter of opinion!" — they would 
tell you that, as to the two con- 
ditions of man's existence beyond 
the grave, the everlasting con- 
sequence of either believing or not 
believing God's message most pro- 
perly and fairly describes the whole 
matter and the sole variety. 

Thus saith the Lord, "Behold! 
I lay in Zion a chief comer-stone, 
elect, precious; and he that be- 
lieveth on Him shall not be con- 
founded." "Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other ; for thare is 
none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we 
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mast be saved." Jesus, when on 
earth, said to the Jews, " I go my 
way, and ye shall seek me and 
shall die m your sins, whither I 
go ye cannot come." Then said 
the Jews, " WiU He kiU Hunselfr 
(because He saith, whither I go ye 
cannot come). And He said unto 
them, " Ye are from beneath, I am 
from above ; ye are of this world, 
I am not of this world. I said 
therefore unto you. Ye shaU die in 
your sins, for if you believe not 
that I am He (the Messiah), ye 
shall die in your sins." Nothing 
has been so triumphantly proved, 
as that the Bible is the Word of 
Ood. From that Word, we learn 
that Jesus Christ \a the Saviour 
whom God promised and whom 
our souls require, and that He is 
the only Saviour or Deliverer from 
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everlasting perdition. There are 
only two ways of receiving these 
things, namely, believing or not 
believing. These two ways in- 
volve just consequences. 

II. Let us consider these two 
ways as being actual decisions. 

Some may say that my text 
mentions only one actual decision, 
namely believing; because those 
who "believe not" did (at least 
many of them) come to no de- 
cision at all. Accordingly, is there 
not a third course, namely posi- 
tive disbelief and opposition? 

There are not three courses in 
this matter. The whole Saipture 
proceeds upon the circumstance 
of there b^ing only two courses 
which can be taken in religion. 
(1.) " He that believeth or re- 
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ceiveth Christ's testimony has set 
to his seal that God is true." (2.) 
" He that believeth not hath made 
God a liar, because he hath not 
received the testimony which God 
gave of His Son/ No third class 
is mentioned. And oh ! consider 
— "to make God a liar!" where 
could there be a lower depth? — 
what could be a more outrageous 
or abandoned course t — ^Without 
Christ the course of events in 
God's government is against you. 
You must either take refuge in 
Christ, so as to procure a happy 
change ; or else you let events take 
their course. 

Observe how those who "be- 
lieved not," did come to the 
latter decision. The Apostle Paul 
expounded the Scriptures. He 
founded, upon a comparison of 
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Scripture prophecy with the his- 
tory of Jesus Christ, those state- 
ments which go by the name of 
"the Gospel." Tiiose who "be- 
lieved not," didnot decide that these 
statements could be relied upon, 
or (which is the same thing) they 
decided that these statements could 
not be relied upon. They "be- 
lieved not" — or as the prophet 
expressed it, their hearts were 
gross, and their ears were dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they 
closed lest they should see with 
their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their 
hearts, and be converted. Both 
Ood and their own souls were 
practically unknown to them. 
Their need of salvation, and their 
duty to hear the promised Teacher 
and Redeemer, were thoughts 
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whicli their worldliness, and care- 
lessness, and sensuality had choked. 
Their eyes were closed to the 
evident circumstance, that the 
sceptre had departed from Judah ; 
and their understanding thus 
missed the conclusion that there- 
fore Messiah had come. All things 
connected with the place of His 
birth — ^voices from heaven, miracles , 
of Divine power, and such like — 
were unexplored and imknown. 
They decided that there was no 
testimony concerning Jesus on 
which they could rely. 

If they did not beUeve Jesus to 
be the Messiah, was not this posi- 
tive unbelief? So as to His resur- 
rection and ascension — ^they de- 
cided not to acknowledge those 
alleged events. Paul preached " the 
kingdom of God," or, (which is the 
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same), he taught "the things 
which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ.'' The unbelievers' decision 
was to refuse to be subjects of 
such a kingdom — ^to refuse homage 
and obedience to Christ as their 
king. If Christ did not receive 
homage or obedience from them, 
what more could they refuse t — 
what less could Christ receive t 

Paul presented himself as a 
martyr for "the hope of Israel" 
They decided that they could live 
and die without that hope. He 
called it the hope of Israel ; they 
regarded it only as the hope of " a 
sect everywhere spoken against." 
They had despised this hope ignor- 
antly; now, after hearing Paul, 
they despised it deliberately. 

Those who "believed not," de- 
cided that it was no business or 
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interest of theirs to welcome Jesus 
as the Saviour. They decided 
not to take Him as their guide. 
Doubtless, Paul told them how 
Jesus had said, ^^I am the way 
and the truth and the life, no man 
Cometh unto the Father, but by 
me." They believed not this state- 
ment. They decided that they 
would not employ Jesus to con- 
duct them to God, as to a Father 
whose reconciliation they had to 
procure. 

In a word, they decided that 
they would not take eternal life 
from Jesus Christ. This decision 
was exposed by Paul and Barna- 
bas in the case of the contradict- 
ing and blaspheming Jews of 
Antioch. Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold, and said, ^^It was 
necessary that the word of God 
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should first have been spoken to 
you; but seeing ye put it from you^ 
and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo ! we turn to the 
Gentiles." The fact as to the 
Jews, was that "they believed 
not ;'' the decision thus come to is 
expressed in the words, "ye juc^ 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life." Do not mistake these words ; 
their sound is favourable to the 
persons spoken of, at least in com- 
mon language ; but their sense is 
unfavourable. 

It sounds well (and in one sense 
it is true and humble) to say, "we 
are unworthy of everlasting life." 
But in the apostle's words, the 
phrase, " everlasting life," and the 
word " unworthy," are used in ape-^ 
culiar sense. 

EverlasHng life (in old scriptural 
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phrase), is acquaintance with God 
through the one Mediator, Jesus 
Christ. " This is life eternal, that 
they might know Thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
Thou hast sent.'^ Acquaintance 
with God as requiring a Mediator 
between Himself and the sinner — 
acquaintance with God as pro- 
viding the Mediator — acquaintance 
with the Mediator himself — an 
acquaintance and fellowship which 
is everlasting — ^this is everlasting 
life. It is not mere life lasting 
for ever, but the definite life which 
is to last for ever. So the apostle 
John said, " we know that the Son 
of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding that we may 
know Him that is true, and we 
are in Him that is true, even in 
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His Son, Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God and eternal life." 

As to the word "unworthy," — 
that has two opposite meanings. 
It may be applied to a benefit, and 
then it means that something is 
too good for us. It may be ap- 
plied to an injury, and then it de- 
clares that it is too bad. " This 
man," said Paul's judges, "hath 
done nothing worthy of death or 
bonds" — ^that is, he has not de- 
served such disgrace. In this sense 
the Jews judged themselves un- 
worthy, not of everlasting life 
generally, but of that particular 
description of eternal life which 
Christ's apostles preached. It was 
not modesty, but disdain; it was 
not disclaiming dignity, but it was 
shrinking from indignity. 

To owe eternal life to Jesus 
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Christ — ^this the Jews of Antioch 
decided not to submit to, because 
they considered it too bad that 
such an affi*ont should be put 
upon them. The Jews of Rome 
were not accused of deciding with 
such vehement indignation; they 
are spoken of as manifesting irre- 
ligious stupidity. But the deci- 
sion was. the same, they would not 
accept eternal life from Jesus 
Christ, and through His mediation. 
They decided that things might 
take their course, just as if His 
mission. His death, and His inter- 
cession had no reality. Or briefly, 
"they believed not" Say not, 
then, that they came to no deci- 
sion, or that any unbelievers are 
in a middle state between believing 
and disbelieving the GospeL They 
decide to be without hope in 
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Christ; and if they come not to 
the opposite decision in time, the 
consequence is tremendous and 
&tal, but just and naturaL 

^^ Some believed the things thai 
were spoken ; " this was to decide 
also. I have said more as to the 
opposite decision in order to shew 
you that it is reaQy a decision. 
Let me now simply urge you to 
remember that to believe in Christ 
is to take a decided step. 

In the midst of persecutors, such 
as the primitive Christians dwelt 
among, it was undoubtedly a very 
strong step to take, to believe in 
Jesus Christ, and to profess that 
belief. Realities had hold of such 
minds. Their judgment or deci- 
sion was. That Christ's death was 
an atonement in behalf of sinners, 
and that they who live should not 
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henceforth live to themselves, but 
to Hun who died for them, and 
who rose again. If we, my Mends, 
think we have always been be- 
lievers, — ^if " to commit our souls 
to Jesus Christ^ has not been a 
deliberate step taken by us — ^we 
are deceiving ourselves. In times 
of outward quiet, it is a step as 
decided, and as different from 
worldly Mfe, as if taken in times of 
the fiercest persecution. The step 
is then more evident, but not more 
real. 

The struggle in some of its 
manifestations is different in pro* 
fessing Christians as compared 
with Jews, but in essence it is the 
same conflict. The carnal and 
self-righteous Israelite could not, 
without a terrible struggle, humble 
himself to acknowledge a spiritual 
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king and a crucified Redeems; 
but human nature in every case 
revolts from such a step. You 
know not what " believing " is, if 
you have not triumphed over self. 
It was a striking reply which an 
imlettered man made to an excel- 
lent minister. When the minister 
said, The most difficult attainment 
in religion was to renounce sinful 
self, the humble Christian replied, 
That he was inclined to regard it 
as more difficult to renounce rtgh- 
teous self. Both these renuncia** 
tions are made, when we actually 
believe in Jesus. 

You decide that God's descrip- 
tion of you as sinners is fearfully 
true. You decide that God's word 
shall dictate to you the way of 
salvation. You decide that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour, whom the 
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Scriptures reveal, and who suits 
your case. You decide that His 
death is your only plea to escape 
the everlasting punishment of your 
sins. You decide that you will 
accept God's permission to view 
Christ's death as really taking the 
place of your eternal punishment 
You decide that Christ's merits 
make up the only righteousness 
which you can mention to God as 
your own personal recommenda- 
tion to His favour; without this 
imputed righteousness, you dare 
not hope to be accepted, but with 
it you venture and are confident. 
You decide that Christ is every- 
thmg to you, and that to Him you 
will live, with Him you will die, 
and through Him you will abide 
in the house of the Lord for ever. 
You decide thus to be reconciled 
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to Grod ; and because this decision 
is declared to be nothing less than 
the blessed work of God, the Holy 
Ghost, in giving you a new heart, 
and a right spirit, you decide that 
for the future you will consciously 
and thankfully avail yourselves of 
the work of the Holy Spirit. 

A few practical reflections shall 
close this discourse. Let not then 
unbelievers boast of consistency 
in their opinions, as if mere opin- 
ion was involved in the question 
of faith in Christ. It is not a mis- 
taken opinion, but the evil heart 
of unbelief, which an unbelieving 
hearer gives way to. The diver- 
sifiedspiritual state of the souls now 
hearing the Gospel is not a mere 
matter of curiosity — curiosity 
which would be satisfied afber dia- 
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ooveilng who believe and who do 
not believe. It is an eventfiil real- 
ity which God is watching, — ^some 
men welcoming salvation, others 
loving their own destruction, — 
some men cultivating friendship 
and conununion with God, others 
contendmg for distance and enmity 
against the God of truth and holi- 
ness and life. What miserable 
conceit it is to persevere in unbe- 
lief with a view to consistency,r— 
to boast of a downward course 
and a lengthened walk without 
Christ, and away from Christ the 
only Saviour ! Do you think that 
those who believe in Christ only 
hold an opinion, and thus differ 
from you not essentially, but acci- 
dentally t O taste and see that 
ihe Lord is good. Hear His com- 
mandment, proclaiming it to be 
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a religious duty to believe in Jesus 
Christ. Hear His warning, "He 
that believeth on the Son of God 
hath everlasting life ; he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.^^ O make the one scrip- 
tural decision regarding Christ, 
under the influence of godly fear 
and godly sorrow, as well as with 
faith and thankfulness. 

Faith is the gift of God, there- 
fore you may immediately believe* 
Because it is the will of God, there- 
fore in endeavouring to believe^ 
you obtain strength. Come to 
Christ, but not in your own 
strength. This is God's will — 
which He will certainly enable 
you to do — ^that His word should 
now be believed — ^that the Saviour 
should now be relied upon — ^that 
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eternal life should now be accepted 
at God's hands — ^while aU the work 
and glory are ascribed to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

" Faith Cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God." 
Your religion must not be mere 
hearing, it must be " believing," — 
a real decision to rely on Christ 
as your Saviour from hell and from 
sin. Religion is a changed life, 
through faith in Him who is called 
the Hope of Israel. In listening 
within the House of Prayer to what 
we preach, you seem to say, " we 
hear your message." But do your 
lives afterwards say, "we do and 
will attend to it ?" How often the 
only practical answer is, " we will 
continue to hear — ^we are* willing 
or not unwilling to hear again and 
again ! " But you hear to no result 
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if your lives continue destitute of 
wisdom unto salvation, through 
faith in Jesus Cluist. While you 
do well to hear, and to take heed 
how you hear, the great question 
is, "What have you learned? — ^what 
do you know? — ^what do you be- 
lieve t — ^have your souls got pos- 
session of Jesus Christ and eternal 
life t From the very hour in which 
you hear it and know the grace of 
God in truth, the word of the truth 
of the Gospel will bring forth fruit 
in you. 

The all-seeing God could tes- 
tify of this congregation, that 
some believe the things that are 
spoken, and some believe not. 
My friends, it is to Him that you 
must either prove your faith or 
dear yourselves of your unbelief. 
When death places you and Paulas 
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hearers upon a level, then the state- 
ment of my text will tell the same 
tale of hoth congregations, equally 
affecting and momentous as to 
hoth. If our eyes were open to 
eternal interests, such a state- 
ment would appear as real and 
solemn now, as it will he when 
death has ended our earthly 
journey and has summed up the 
reckoning and shut up our hooks. 
Now when the statement con- 
cerning us may he corrected (if 
had) or confirmed (if good), let 
us review our decision. Let us 
all cry, "Lord, we helieve, help 
Thou away our unhelief." 

Affection for earthly Mends and 
hrethren cannot make us douht, 
that the unhelieving among them 
must perish. Love should make 
us sound the alarm, rather than 
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keep the danger secret. Unbelief 
will finally separate many Mends. 
Let us not rashly contradict the 
impending separation, as if our 
denial could alter God^s regulation. 
Rather let us wage war against 
the unbelief, in order that we may 
all rejoice together at last. O that 
ministers and Christian friends 
could more confidently rejoice on 
account of those who believe, and 
could weep more bitterly for those 
who believe not ! 
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Matt. xvni. 3. 
"Become as little childien." 

The complete verse in which these 
words occur is, "Verily, I say 
unto you, except ye be converted 
and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." By admission into 
the kingdom of heaven, is meant 
the entrance of a sinner into new 
convictions and habits — ^namely, 
habitual obedience to God and 
subjection to Jesus Christ, the 
one Lord. It is a change of heart, 
through which we really acknow- 
ledge God the Saviour, seeing 
Him who is invisible, while our 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 SESMON TITL 

bodily eyes are limited to the 
range of earth. It is a change 
of heart, through which we are 
really influenced, restrained, and 
guided by the Saviour, amidst 
opposing influences, checks, and 
maxims, which are more congenial 
and intelligible to human nature. 
Admission into the kmgdom of 
heaven includes the saved sinner^s 
welcome to the many mansions 
above, where Christ has gone to 
prepare a place for each disciple. 
But this change of scene only 
follows in cases, where first the 
change of heart has been accom- 
plished. When we look at this 
change as the rise and progress of 
scriptural impressions and resolu- 
tions in a sinner's heart, we call 
the change "repentance." Wheii 
we look up to the source of this 
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change — ^to the creating Power, 
which alone could bring it into 
being — ^to God, who commanded 
the light to shine ont of darkness, 
i^hining into the heart — ^to the 
Father drawing the soul, and to 
the good Spirit breathing into it 
the breath of new life — ^when we 
thus loo^ upward, we call the 
diange " conversion." 

Repentance and conversion are 
the same change. ^Repent and 
be converted," said the Apostles 
t/o their hearers. Change your 
own feelings and views, and yet 
^eel that your strength comes en- 
tirely from God. Turn yourselves, 
even as right feeling, and the 
claims of duty demand, and yet 
acknowledge that you are turned 
by God, to whom alone you owe 

the first spark of heavenly light' in 

o 

/Google 



Digitized by ^ 



210 SERMON vm, 

your heart, and mind, and con- 
science. Change, and he changed 
— ^tum, and he turned — ^repent, 
and he converted. Ephraim said, 
" Surely after I was turned, I re- 
pented" — ^I repented when I saw 
God my Saviour in the light of 
faith. No one repents until he is 
converted; and yet it is only hy 
repenting that he experiences con- 
version. He does not wait untU 
he can prove himself in some in- 
dependent way to he turned or 
changed, before turning or change 
ing. Thus, repentance and con- 
version are the same change, as 
far as man's duty is concerned; 
so that our Saviour's words, in 
the verse hefore us, imply, "Ex- 
cept ye repent, and hecome as 
little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 
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The repentance of the converted 
heart is the beginning of that sub-» 
jection to Christ — ^that dedication 
of the heart and life — ^that paying 
of the tribute of praise, which is 
the essential description of what 
the kingdom of heaven itself is. 

This account is weU fitted to 
expose many delusions as to 
repentance. K repentance be 
neither more nor less than the life- 
long exhibition of conversion, what 
^all we say of that imposition 
which the world calls "repen- 
tance,^' and which means the 
watering of an unconverted life 
with occasional tears and sighs. 
What a caricature of repentance I 
To sin, and to be sorry, and to 
sti again, and so on, until you 
Stop sinning in the body, not 
because your soul is renewed, but 
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because the earthly house of this 
tabernacle is dissolved I O let no 
one give to this mockery the 
name of " repentance " aay longer. 
Without enlarging upon repen- 
tance and conversdon^ I now call 
your attention to the roquirement, 
that you should '^ become as little 
children." What I have to say is 
in illustration of two remaiks. 

I. The first remark is, !Z%«s com- 
parismi is not grounded upon the 
imagined innocence or invariable 
teachableness oflitUe children. 

The innocence of childhood is a 
misleading phrase — a delusive 
dream. You aU believe doctrinaDy 
in the sinMness of children. 
Practically, too, all people believe 
tliis as to children in general, 
though they see some imaginary 
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exceptions among their own fami* 
lies. It cannot then be innocence 
that Jesns means by likeness to 
little children. 

The original sin of man's heart 
i&ews itself in the very infancy of 
eirery diild, proving that we belong 
to a rebellious family, and that 
evil is bound up in the hearts of 
the little creatures who so soon 
shew themselves to be "children of 
disobedience.'' The natural ten- 
dencies of the young are towards 
wbiat is unruly and disorderly, 
towards what is ungodly and 
worMly, and even profane and 
indecent Although in some cases 
there may aeeex to be exceptions, 
through good education, yet watch 
the chUd in the actions and words 
of every hour of the day, and it 
will be found that unless the grace 
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of God has changed his heart, 
deceit and wickedness are at the 
foundation of his conduct* If this 
be disputed, I would confidently 
leave the decision to the con- 
science and memory of any 
one, who by fond parents was 
spoken of in childhood as an excep- 
tion to the general wickedness of 
our race. From childhood, such 
a one would reply, my heart has 
been deceitftd above all things and 
desperately wicked, the imagina^ 
tion of my heart was evil from my 
youth. Where perhaps outward 
morality is admired, religion, as 
the fruit of repentance and con- 
version, is hatefrd even to a child. 
To be better than other people — 
to have more fear of God — ^more 
love to Christ — ^more delight in the 
means of grace — ^than other people. 
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this is looked upon even by chil- 
dren with sua|)icion and dislike. 
Their sympathies are with those 
who turn every one to his own 
way. 

Again, when Jesus compares 
the converted to little children, he 
does not assert the invariable 
teachableness of little children. 
In the matter of teachableness, 
you know that there are many 
diversities or varieties of young 
minds. But the general experience 
of teachers is that strict discipline, 
or at least very skUful manage- 
ment, is required, in order to in- 
cline children to learn anything 
usefal and valuable. 

However, I shall not dwell longer 
upou this head, as my object is 
simply to clear the way for illus- 
trating the real meaning of our 
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Lord's words. We must confess 
tiiat rdigion suffers Sequent un^ 
fair dealing from ourselves and 
our fellowmen. As to the claims 
of religion, we are like those chil- 
dren in the market place who are 
pleased with nothing ; and we are 
apt to contradict whatever its 
advocates say, even at the mk 
of contradicting ourselves* The 
very persons who, when original 
sin is spoken of, defend little chil* 
dren as if they were spotless beings 
— those very persons, when they 
are advised to become like littb 
children, will say that little chil- 
dren are as wayward and widiied 
as themselves, and that to become 
like them would not be a change 
for the better. My first remark 
therefore is, that our Lord's exhor- 
tation does not rest upon the 
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noHon of the natural tractableness 
and unsullied innocence of little 
children. 

IL The second remark is, Our 
Lord's exhortation is grounded upon 
UtOe children's dependent position^ 
and upon their ignorance, and ad' 
vantages for learning. 

The exhortation is founded upon 
little children's dependent position. 
Little children feel how much they 
depend upon others. To be left 
by themselves for any length of 
thne, seems to be desertion and 
desolation. K they are ever 
tempted to pretend to indepen- 
dence, their fears quickly cLrive 
them to retract then* pretensions. 
This feeling of dependence upon 
creatures, helps us to understand 
the reality of our dependence upon 
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the Creator. When we flatter 
ourselves that we are indepen- 
dent, that we can run our race 
through the world, without being 
under obligations to any one, — 
pressed by no fear, and wishing 
no favour, — ^we are prone to go to 
greater lengths, and to feel inde- 
pendent of God Himself, and in no 
need of a Saviour. Self-sufficient 
men not only practically deny 
their dependence upon God for 
temporal blessings, but they also 
think that they can trust in them- 
selves to be incapable of dis- 
honesty and profligacy — ^immov- 
able in integrity and purity — 
needing no sanctification, no re- 
pentance, no forgiveness. To 
such the Saviour declares that 
they must " become as little chil- 
dren.^' If thou standest, it can 
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only be by faith; be not high- 
minded, but fear; let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. 

The Psahnist spoke like a little * 
child: "O God! Thou art con- 
tinually with me, Thou hast hol- 
den me by my right hand." " I 
trusted in the Lord, therefore I 
shall not slide." " Hold Thou me 
up, and I shall be safe." And 
Solomon has said, ^' He that trust- 
eth in his own heart is a fool." 
He who thinks himself above be- 
ing a little child, is really below a 
child ; he is '^ a fool," infatuated, 
and not yet come to himself. My 
brethren, you must depend for 
your right to heaven on Jesus 
Christ alone. Any fragment of 
deliberate self-dependence is the 
same thing as no dependence 
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upon Girist. He will not shar« 
the glory of salvation with any 
one; He must have it alL The 
dependence of a very little child, 
upon a paregit or a nurse, is the 
model for your imitation. 

Thus you see the force of the 
Saviour's words, which follow 
my text — "Whosoever, therefore, 
shall humhle himself as this little 
child." Every proof of his de- 
pendent position, which comes 
home to a little child's mind, is 
a check to his self-importance. 
Self-importance is part of man'9 
folly, which begins in childhood^ 
but which a feeling of dependence 
keeps within some bounds. This 
self-importance makes men quick 
to take offence, and to feel their 
spirit wounded. One of the 
world's maxims, which evidently 
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can expect no quarter in heaven, 
is, that every man of honour has 
a fine high spirit, quick to detect 
an insult, and ready to resent it. 
But God, tIu*ough His Apostle, 
says, " In malice be ye children." 
Their feelings are keen, and their 
anger may be strong; but as a 
general rule, they soon forget and 
forgive, especially those with 
whom they live and associate, 
and whose company is necessary 
to their comfort Men, who now 
cherish malice, are shutting the 
door of heaven in their own faces, 
for if they would enter there, they 
must become as little children. A 
fine spirit in the Saviour's sight 
is not a malicious or malignant 
spirit. 

little children's ignorance is 
also a fact upon which our 
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Saviour grounds His precept* 
"Become as little children;" — 
that is, confess that you know 
nothing, and have everything to 
learn in the kingdom of grace. 
A little child can make no secret 
of his ignorance; he must learn 
the name of everything ; he must 
be taught the alphabet, and must 
thus gradually grow out of his 
original ignorance. 

But besides this ignorance of 
what must be known, a little 
child is remarkable for his ignor* 
ance of what is done in the world* 
This knowledge of the world 
shakes a man's confidence in every 
one. Men lose confidence in 
all that can be said to them, and 
they feel the same difficulty in 
beginning to place confidence in 
the Scriptures, the Word of the 
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living God. A little child is com* 
paratively free from suspicions, 
whicli keep up the hardness of the 
evil heart of unbelief. With what 
an accumulation of hindrances 
and damaging habits a very little 
dealing with the world blocks up 
the way to God! When the 
apostle Peter was about to bring 
forward the exhortation, "As new-^ 
bom babes desire the pure milk 
of the Word that ye may grow 
thereby," what a lamentable cata- 
logue of evils he had to order out 
of the way — "maUce, and guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and 
evil-speakings !" In order to be- 
come as a little child, much has in 
later life to be laid aside, which 
may be kept o£f to a great extent 
by eariy comers to Christ. 
Little children have advantages 
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for learning. They have no need 
to feel ashamed of their ignorance 
as older people might feeL And 
they haye more time for learning; 
Except where the population is 
heathenish and degraded, meam 
of instruction are put within their 
reach. Their memory is stronger. 
Their speculations are little like 
themselves, and do not drown thdr 
powers of attention. Their pr^ 
judices are more yielding, lieb 
hearts are more easily impressed. 
In being behind-hand in the eib* 
perience of this world's trickery, 
falsehood, and filth, the child has 
great advantages for applying the 
heart to the pure Word of €fod» 
In learning the Scriptures so as to 
believe and obey them, the most 
senseless stupidity is not in Uie 
mind but in the heart The do- 
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minion of youthful lusts, and of 
more mature yiUany, and of 
boary-headed unscrupnlousness — 
fluch dominion makes the ears 
more slow to hear, and the heart 
more gross to perceive than mere 
diildish ignorance, and thought- 
lessness, and waywardness. 

You have often heard of the 
two great objects which every 
soul is in need o^ namely, a right 
to heaven, and fitness for heaven. 
You must have both, or you have 
neither. Your right to heaven h 
from God's free unmerited fevour. 
You must look to Jesus who re- 
membered you in your low estate. 
Hirou^ His grace you may take 
as a free gift the robe of Christ's 
ri^teousness, and the pardon of 
all your sins. But the idngdom 
€^ heaven, as offered to you, is a 
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post under God's government, a 
peculiar round of occupations and 
enjoyments. Therefore, along with 
admission into Christ's favour, yott 
must be taught how to live in His 
favour — ^how to employ your hearts 
and lives in His service. Your fit- 
ness for enjoying and adorning 
the mansions of heaven has to be 
acquired by learning. As in a 
child's case so in yours, the begin- 
ning is small. But what we say 
to children we say to you, you 
may make progress if you give all 
diligence. 

While the purifying of the heart 
is one great department of sancti- 
fication, the informing of the mind 
is another indispensable part of it. 
In Christ's school you must learn 
as in any other school ; the Bible 
must be your lesson-book, and 
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^rou must take all the help within 
your reach. When an old man is 
to learn to read he must begin 
like a child; there is no other way. 
He has lost much time, but he 
must begin at the beginning, and 
so become as a little child, with 
all the stronger resolution. He 
who seeks the Saviour late in life 
must begin like those who sought 
Him early. He must learn what 
is written in the Scriptures in 
order that he may know what he 
is to believe, and what the Lord 
will have him to do. Aged in- 
quirers have lost so much time, 
tiiat now and henceforth they 
must be all the more diligent to 
lay up God's words in their hearts. 
They must be all the more humble 
in asking help from those who are 
better ftimished with the know- 
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ledge of God's word, and, above 
all, in praying earnestly for help 
from Him who can open thdr 
understandings to understand the 
Scriptures, and who can open their 
hearts to believe in Jesus as their 
Saviour, and to love Him who 
first loved them. 

I am particularly anxious to 
press upon you this part of the 
course pointed out in Christ's ex- 
hortation, because many persons 
think that to obtain admission to 
heaven resembles the mere obtain- 
ing of a favour from some earthly 
jMince. Having only this view of 
"the hope set before us," they 
think that to become like littte 
children, means only to be very 
humble, to speak very lowly of 
ourselves, to bear very quietly the 
pain of a fatal disease, to be ready 
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to lick the dust — to fall down at 
the Almighty's feet — to make 
exaggerated efforts at himiility 
like the Emperor who held the 
Pope's stirrup, or like ladies of 
liigh rank who have washed and 
awept the floors of the rooms of a 
nunnery. 

But mere crouching under His 
Almighty arm is not what Christ 
means by your becoming as little 
children. It is chiefly to the leam«- 
ing of His promises and of His 
commandments, by you like little 
children, that He tlius exhorts you. 
This He desires — that you should 
become His disciples or scholars, 
with inquiring and yielding minds, 
with intelligeat choice, and with 
repentant resolutions. He desires 
you to learn the difference between 
good and evil, treating your old 
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prejudices and tastes without 
mercy. He desires you to make 
His words your daily food and 
your choicest luxury. He wishes 
you to redeem the time, so much 
of which you lost in childhood, 
in youth, and perhaps in middle 
age. 

O, then, hecome as little children 
to-day, by affectionately and un- 
affectedly honouring your Father 
in heaven — by looking to the 
Saviour for everlasting safety and 
purity with honest and uncon- 
cealed anxiety — ^by praying to Him 
with simple confidence and depen- 
dence. Become fools according 
to the world's notions, that you 
may be wise according to God's 
word. While men of this world 
scorn repentance, and will not 
have their ways spoken against^ 
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do you seek that your repentance 
may become a deep-seated habit. 
Receive reproof and hearken to 
instruction, and give thanks for 
free grace, and be in subjection to 
the Father of your spirits, like dear 
little children. And you shall 
live in the kingdom of heaven 
when the rich have been sent 
empty away, and the Lord has 
scattered the proud in the imagi- 
nations of their hearts, and has 
left the unteachable and intrac- 
table fugitive to wander in coun- 
sels of His own, and to eat the 
fruit of his own self-will. 
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" Ootb thing is needful." — ^Luke x. 42, 

These few familiar words are well 
fitted to be continually sounding 
in the ears of men. Here is a 
memorandum for careful or busy 
men — ^and an arresting thought f<« 
careless or dissipated men. 

In preaching from this p<Hnted 
text, I wish to set before you, 

I. The errors which it clearly 
contradicts. 

II. The general truth as to the 
comparative uselessness of every- 
thing but the " one thing needfoL" 

III. The special acquisition 
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which is meant by the "one thing 
needfiiL" 



I. At the outset I simply ex- 
plain the meaning of the "one 
thing needful;^ m the words of 
Christ Himself in the latter part of 
this verse — the good part which 
duM never he taken attayfrom him 
or her who obtains possession of U 
— ^the everlasting portion — the 
eternal inheritance of Christ's dis* 
ciples — ^the right to life and im- 
mortality. When Christ says, 
ibis one is needfdl, he clearly con- 
tradicts at least two errors. 

One of these errors is, "This 
one thing is needless.'' It might 
be said that there is no such error, 
if by an error we meant only 
imdisguised and daring language. 
But God says of worldly men, " It 
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is a people that do err in their 
hearts;" and the error, "one thing 
is needless," is embodied in their 
treatment of the gospel. If a man 
is bent upon turning to his own 
way, and allowing his heart to go 
unscrupulously after covetousness, 
or the friendship of the world, or 
other sinful indulgences, what does 
it matter, although we may know 
that he listens respectfully to the 
preaching of the gospel, and is 
ready upon the Sabbath-day to 
talk about it as the one thing 
needful! FoUow him into the 
midst of his ungodly piu*suits, and 
into the excitement of times of 
temptation. Tell him how this 
gospel would check him in some 
godless resolution which he is just 
making, and the same man who 
called the gospel essential truth, 
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will deny and defy it, and will say 
that it is nonsense. We can 
hardly believe the old tale, that a 
father said to his son, ^^My son, 
make money — ^honestly, if possi^ 
ble — but at all events, make 
money." Yet whether such words 
have ever been pronounced or not, 
the rule which they express is 
very generally acted upon, namely, 
that temporal riches are needAil, 
and that eternal riches are need- 
less. The homely matter of speak- 
ing truth, as opposed to speaking 
lies, is also a high and heavenly 
matter, and liars are shut out of 
heaven. But even truthfulness is 
sacrificed by many persons who 
have an object to gain, such as, 
daily bread or some temporal 
benefit. They will say, that, if pos- 
sible, the truth must be spoken and 
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nothing but the truth. But if 
circumstances tempt them to tell 
a lie, they think it cannot be 
helped ; the favour of the God of 
truth is needless, the securing oi 
the selfish object is needftiL 
Though they do not say God's 
favour is needless, they act as if 
His favour were not needftd ; and 
the plain and imdeniable opinion 
of their hearts is, that that one is 
needless at the time when they 
offend against God. This, how* 
ever, I may call the second error, 
namely, ^^ the one thing is not yet 
needfiil, though it will be needfiol 
in the future, and at our latter 

There are many persons who 
dare not either say, or even think 
that this one thing is absolutely 
needless; and yet they say, this 
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one thing is needless at present, 
now, in the meantime. My 
Mends, Jesus says, "One thing 
is needful " — ^is needful, not merely 
may be, or wUl he needful. The 
necessity is laid upon you, to 
secure a part and lot in God's 
covenant of grace during your 
life upon earth, and now is the 
accepted tune. Your life is only 
a short lease, renewed daily, or 
rather hourly; and the hour will 
come when the " Lord of all " will 
refuse to renew it. If I were to 
admit that it is on the last day of 
life that this is urgently and 
peculiarly needAil, I ought to say 
to you, that to-day is the day 
possibly, at least not improbably. 
But I do not admit that this one 
thing is needful only on the eve 
of death. This one thing is need* 
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ful for you, as living under (xod's 
government. It is needftd fear 
your fitness for heaven, still more 
than for your peacefulness on a 
death-hed. 

II. I now invite you to con- 
sider the general truth, as to ^ 
comparative Heedlessness of everp- 
thing else, "One thing is need- 
ful " — ^there is absolute need of 
this one thing. 

When we say of anything, that 
this is the one thing which we 
are now in need of; the saying 
may have one, or both, of two 
meanings — ^namely, firsts as a 
matter of fact we cannot do 
without it — ^and secondly, as a 
matter of experience, we are in 
misery or despair through the 
want of it. We have an instance 
of Jesus being in need of one 
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thing, when He was in need only 
in the first sense, and not in the 
sense of being pressed to ex- 
tremity. He sent His disciples 
to claim from their owner an ass 
and its colt, and they were to give, 
as the only reason, "The Lord 
hath need of them/^ The mean- 
ing here is, in order to the carrying 
out of His purposes in the way 
which He has determined, the Lord 
cannot do without that ass and 
colt He cannot do without 
them; "the Lord hath need of 
them.'' But there is usually the 
twofold meaning attached to the 
words "need" and "needful" 
— it is not a mere matter of 
£sict, but it is also a matter 
of experience. Jesus said to 
His disciples, as to food and 
elothing, "Your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of 
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these things/^ These thmgs are 
needful for your life; without 
them you would despair of life; 
if your life, in God's providence, 
is to be prolonged, you cannot 
do without them. So we read 
that the Saviour healed those 
persons that had need of healing. 
Without healing they would have 
perished, or else would have 
lived in suffering and misery. 

Now, the favour of God and 
the salvation of the soul consti* 
tute "that good part," whidi is 
called "the one thing needM," 
because we cannot do without it, 
and without it are undone and 
lost for ever. He who has ob- 
tained the one thing needM 
was, imtil his soul obtained it) 
"wretched, and miserable, and 
poo^, and blind, and naked,*'- 
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more woeful object than any poor, 
cold, starved, friendless blind 
man, who has ever sobbed or 
fainted away at the door of a 
human dwelling. The gold tried 
in the fire — ^the white raiment — 
the eye-salve — ^which the Saviour 
offers, are acquisitions without 
which there is nothing before the 
soul, but '^ the blackness of dark- 
ness for ever." 

Compared with the one thing 
needful, everything else appears 
needless. The Apostle regarded 
his bodily life as valueless, com- 
pared to his finishing his earthly 
course with joy. The soul can 
live without this vile body; and 
it is upon the life of the soul that 
all our hopes of heavenly man- 
sions and glorified bodies depend. 
The new birth of the soul is so 
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indispensable, that without it we 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. The comparative value, 
for eternity, of spiritual life and 
animal life, resembles ihe present 
value of life compared with goods. 
^^AU that a man hath, he will 
give for his life." A drowning 
man must let go a bag of gold, in 
order to grasp the Mendly rope 
cast forth to save him. What 
would be the use of sacrificing 
his life in endeavouring to secure 
his riches, and title-deeds, and 
securities of earthly possessioi^l 
In the same way, life "without 
hope and without God in the 
worid," is the sacrificing of 
eternal life. In a shipwreck we 
may save our Hves, and may 
well congratulate ourselves, even 
though we have lost our property. 
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But this life, however well and 
long cared for and protected, 
cannot be held for ever. We 
have a doom of everlasting im- 
portance, which is hanging over 
our heads, and which will come 
down upon our souls, when at 
last our earthly life has served 
its time. We are, therefore, in 
abject need of something more 
than this life or this world can 
give. And this something — ^this 
one thing — ^is needftd; we shall 
have to do without the earth and 
earthly life. We must never argue 
as if this earthly life must be 
preserved and prolonged at any 
cost. There is a great principle 
breathing in the words of an 
English patriot, who had been 
told that he might save his life 
by telling a falsehood. He said, 
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" When God has brought me into 
a dilemma in which I must assert 
a lie or lose my life, He gives me 
a clear indication of my duty, 
which is to prefer death to false^ 
hood." 

The reason why earthly things 
are now comparatively needless, is 
that they wiU soon be absolutely 
needless. Tell a dying man that 
landed property or thousands of 
gold and silver have just fallen to 
his lot, and he will say, that would 
have been something to me once, 
but it is nothing to me now< 
What are houses, and fields, and 
feasts, and troops of Mends to a 
soul just passing away from the 
body? They are not needful, 
because he has no need of them. 
It is a case of as evident needless- 
ness, as the idea of the sun shin* 
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ing or a candle burning in the 
dty of which it is said that "the 
inhabitants need no candle, neither 
light of the sun;" "the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it, for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof." 

Many things are needful for a 
moment, and then become need- 
less. But of this one thing it can 
never be said otherwise, than that 
it IS the one thing needfiiL 
Neither future time nor eternity 
shaU ever negative this perpetual 
truth, or change this fixed reality. 

I have spoken of "the one 
thing needful" as the sum of the 
blessings of salvation. But it is 
well to inquire whether, among 
the blessings of salvation, there 
is not one thing which includes 
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all the rest; and accordingly I 
proposed to describe to you, 

III. The special acquisUhn 
which is meant by " the one thing 
needful.** 

We call it an acquisition, be- 
cause it is not natural, but ac- 
quired. It is no harmless or 
charitable disposition which was 
bom at our birth, or has grown 
with our growth. It is a great 
change. 

*' The one thing needfiil " must 
become ours by our own choice. 
Jesus said, " Mary has chosen that 
good part which shall not be taken 
away from her.** And she shewed 
what her choice was. We read 
in the 38th verse, "she sat at 
Jesus' feet, and heard His word.** 
Now, if we compare this with 
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other portions of the oracles of 
God, we may arrive at an accurate 
statement of what is "the one 
thing needM/^ 

In the book of Job, chapter xxii. 
(ver. 21, 22), the exhortation is 
given, " Acquaint now thyself with 
Him and be at peace, thereby good 
shaU come vmto thee. Receive, I 
pray ihee, the law from His mouOi 
and lay up His words in thine 
hearth'' Mary of Bethany received 
the law from the mouth of Jesus, 
and laid up His words in her 
heart. She thus acquainted her- 
s^ with BBm as " God manifest 
in the flesh,'^ and she was at peace. 
Thereby good came to her, good 
which should never be taken away 
from her. Acquaintance with God 
is "the one thing needful" — ^ac- 
quaintance with the God of peace. 
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This acquaintance with God is 
through Jesus Christ. It is the 
privilege of New Testament Cluds^ 
tians to have a clearer insight 
into the covenant of peace. He is 
revealed to you as "the God of 
peace that brought again from the 
dead the Lord Jesus, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nants^ It is said in the second 
epistle to the Corinthians (Iv. 6,) 
"God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of the darimess, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 
This means that God has made 
us better acquainted with Himself, 
as the God of salvation, than 
Moses could have been. He has, 
through the name and history of 
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Jesus Christ, shewn us His gloiy, 
and our personal privileges through 
it, more clearly than Moses could 
see it. And this is the glory 
which He shewed to Moses, and 
Still shews (though more clearly) 
to us. — "Jehovah, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin." It is 
added that He "wiU by no means 
clear the guilty," — their guilt must 
be removed from them through 
the offering up of the Lamb of 
God — ^through that atoning sacri- 
fice they (if they will accept 
God's invitation) shall be treated 
as "not guilty." 

This knowledge of God is not 
mere imformation from books. 
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but it is personal acquaintance. 
Accordingly the Saviour described 
"the one thing needful" thus: — 
" This is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whrnn Thou hast senL" 
K those persons, who take to 
themselves the title of Unitarians 
— if they would consider that this 
knowledge means present per- 
sonal, mutual acquaintanceship, 
they would see how vain it is to 
argue from this passage thai 
Jesus Christ is not God. I have 
often explained to you that Jesus 
Christ, in becoming a Mediator to 
reconcile God and man, did not 
cease to be God. For a time He 
was absorbed in the duties of a 
Reconciler and a Messenger from 
heaven; so that the clothing of 
the body appeared, while the 
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Mness of the Godhead was veiled. 
Still in Him bodily the whole 
fulness of the Godhead dwelt. But 
it is enough to say that it is not to 
know about God and the Mediator 
— ^but it is to " know " them, to be 
acquainted as Mends — ^this is life 
eternal — ^this is the security and 
foretaste of the inheritance that 
shall not be taken away from us. 
How can a mutual living acquaint* 
ance be kept up iminterruptedly 
between two beings — one in earth 
and the other in heaven — ^if he 
who is in heaven be not God, who 
sees all and knows aU? 

This knowledge of Jesus Christ 
is offered to aU men everywhere. 
At any moment, when any one 
seeks this acquaintanceship, it 
BhaU be permitted to him. The 
welcomed penitent, believing in 
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Jesus, is admitted to friendship; 
and he becomes one with Jesus 
Christ. So that "the one thing 
needful '' is thus expressed at the 
close of the first epistle of John, 
" We know that the Son of God is 
come, and haih given vs an under- 
standing thai we may know Him 
that is true; and we are in Him 
fhat is true, even in His Son, Jesus 
Christ This is the true God and 
eternal lifeJ" 

The Psahnist has set before us 
"the one thing needful" in different 
phraseology, ^''One thing I haoe 
desired of the Lord, that 1 wiU seek 
after, that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life^ 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in His temple,"" 
This is acquaintance with God, and 
with God reconciled. What was, 
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and is, "the beauty of the Lord" 
but the light of God's countenance 
shining in the pardoned sinner's 
Tiew? When any one is angry 
it is said that the form of his 
countenance is changed. Who 
can stand in God's sight when He 
is angry t But the offerings and 
the incense in the temple taught 
sinners to look to God as "pacified" 
^ — ^"smelling a sweet savour" — ■ 
smiling upon the penitent. The 
Psalmist desired to have the 
experience of God's reconciliation 
and friendship towards him all the 
days of his life. He wished also 
to receive benefit from this divine 
friendship by "enquiring," that is, 
by bringing such requests as these, 
"Teach me to do Thy will, for 
Thou art my God ; " " cause me to 
know the way wherein I should 
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walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee.'* 
This inquiring at God's holy orade 
was Mary's deed, when she sat at 
the feet of Jesus and heard His 
words. 

Such an acquaintance with God 
is an inquiring and conununicatiYe 
acquaintanceship. His people must 
speak to Him, and He speaks to 
them. They say, "Speak, Lord! 
forThy servants hear;" andHesays, 
"call upon Me and I will answer 
you." So that "the one thing 
needful" is contained in this 
precept, '' Search the Scriptures, for 
they are they that testify of Me ; " 
and in this other declaration, 
" Whosoever shaU caU upon the 
name of the Lord shaU be savedJ" 

The apostle Paul expressed "the 
one thing needful " thus : " This 
one thing I do; forgetting those 
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things which are behind, and reach' 
ing forth unto those things that are 
before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesm,^^ And this one 
tiling each of you should do. 
Observe, it is said, " I press ^'' (that 
is, I huny on in the Christian race) 
— "toward the mark" — (toward 
the winning-post or goal) — ''for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus,"" What is the 
prize? the apostle does not say- 
that " the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus" is the prize. No! 
the high or glorious calling is 
such an inyitation as this, " Come 
unto Me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." This effectual calling is the 
beginning of the Christian course, 
and not the end. By "the prize 
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of the high callmg^^ is meant the 
prize which was offered when God 
caUed^ or invited, the sinner to re- 
pentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
This prize is the changing of faith 
into sight. The apostle said, ^^I 
have a desu*e to depart and be 
with Christ;" that is, I have a 
supreme desire for this one thing, 
namely, to continue and perfect 
that acquaintanceship with Him 
which I have begun. And why t 
because there is joy and peace 
in believing — ^in the very forming 
of the acquaintanceship with the 
" friend of sinners.'' In his earthly 
course the believer can say, O 
blessed Redeemer, if faith finds so 
much to cheer and to satisfy, in 
how much more will sight rejoice ! 
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If sacli the sweetaess of the stream, 

What must the fuontain be — 
Where saints and angels draw their bliss 

Immediately from Ihee I 

I allude to only one other view 
of "the one thing needful," — ^in 
the words of the epistle to the 
Romans (viii. 14). " As many as 
are led hy the Spirit of Ood, they are 
the sons of God,"^ The divine 
fiiend, who leads us while on this 
earth, is God the Holy Ghost. He 
is the Comforter, because he in- 
forms and reminds us of Christ^s 
words, and thus makes us acquaint- 
ed, and keeps us acquainted, with 
God the Saviour. This Holy 
Spirit is not a mere intellectual or 
moral influence breathed out from 
God. He is God the Holy Ghost 
The scriptures reveal Him to us, 
as being as much a person as God 
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the Father and the Son — ^although 
the Three are one God. The pre- 
emmence of the New Testament is, 
that it reveals to us this abiding 
Mend and constant guide. Are 
we acquainted with God through 
the ministry of reconciliation I 
The Holy Ghost, then, must have 
changed our hearts, and pointed 
us to the beauty of the Lord, and 
caused the beauty of the Lord to 
be upon us — ^we no longer distrust-* 
ing — no longer disliking — no 
longer retreating from " the Holy 
One who inhablteth eternity.'* 
" The one thing needful," is an ac- 
quaintanceship with God in Christ, 
through ihe Holy Spirit's change 
of our hearts, an acquaintance 
maintained by hearing Christ's 
words, and by addressing to Him 
our prayers and our praises, and 
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our inquiries as to the way in 
which He will walk with us. 

" The one thing needfdl '! is not 
baptism ; it is not education ; it is 
not the decencies of society or the 
affections of a family. "The one 
thing needful ^^ is not to be in name, 
a Catholic, — or in name a Protes- 
tant. " TTie one thing needful ^ is 
no mere addition to our head 
knowledge, or learned arguments. 
*' The one thing needfdl " is living 
friendship with God the Saviour — 
the friendship of those who repent 
their native enmity — the friend- 
ship of those who are freely for- 
given—the friendship of those who 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

K you do not know Him to be 
your friend. He is willing to be- 
come your friend immediately and 
unconditionally. Your need of 
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the heavenly physician — ^your need 
of the Mend in adversity — ^this is 
all the qualification which He re- 
quires in you. Say then to Satan 
and to a tempting world, and to a 
deceitful heart, I cannot do with- 
out the Saviour's friendship. I 
shall soon have to do without 
everything else, but this is the 
one thing needfrd — ^the one thing 
which will abide with me, and 
never to all eternity be taken 
from me. I will be a daily and 
prayerful reader of the word of 
God, and so I will sit at the feet 
of Jesus, and hear His words, and 
live and die in peace. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON X. 



Markil 9. 

Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy. 
Thy sins be forgiven thee — or to say, Arise, and 
take up thy bed and walk 1 

In the sayings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the discourses and 
writings of His apostles, we often 
meet with statements of fixed 
principles and common seme con- 
siderations which apply to the 
subject in hand, but which have a 
more extensive application. To 
limit the explanation of such state- 
ments to the one special applica- 
tion would be to assert that our 
Lord or the apostles had been in 
the habit of inventing principles 
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to serve their purposes. On the 
contraiy, we should observe and 
admire the use made of unquestion- 
able principles, and of acknow- 
ledged truths. And we should try- 
to understand their general appli- 
cation and independent meaning. 
Some specimens of these simple 
principles I propose to expound 
from time to time. I have read 
one of them as the text of the pre- 
sent discourse. 

Here, there is nothing hard to 
be understood. Jesus makes use 
of our observation of His power to 
work miracles as a step to our ex- 
pectation of the forgiveness of our 
sins from Him. And he makes the 
plain but unanswerable appeal, 
" whether is it easier to say to the 
sick of the palsy. Thy sins be for- 
given thee — or to say. Arise, and 
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take up thy bed and walk!" The 
extensive range of this appeal to 
common sense, may be set before 
you under three heads of discourse: 
L Jesus addressing the question 
to the Scribes. 

II. Sinners putting the same 
question to themselves. 

III. Forgiveness taking the first 
rank among Ohrisf s gifts. 

I. Let us think of Jesus addresS" 
ing tiie question to the Scribes, 
The Saviour desired to show His 
power in the kingdom of grace, 
and therefore He gave a proof of 
His power in the kingdom of 
nature. He did not shrink from 
declaring that He possessed 
Almighty power. To lay claim to 
have the power of the Ahnighty, 
and to prevent all mistakes as to 
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the meaning of His claim, He 
began with what is most wonder- 
fal and superhuman. When a 
man sick of the palsy came to be 
cured by His word, Jesus began by 
saying with authority, ihy sins be 
forgwenihee. This at once startled 
the Scribes — "there were certain 
of the Scribes sitting there and 
reasonmg in then- hearts, why 
doth this man speak blasphemy? 
— Who can forgive sins Intt God 
wHyV This was exactly the 
reasoning which Jesus wished to 
suggest. He wished to raise the 
question as to His power. He did 
not work the miracle of healing, 
imtU the witnesses could come to 
no other unprejudiced conclusion, 
except that it was the doing of 
Almighty power. If He were not 
Almighty, it would be a blasph^- 
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mous pretence to profess to forgive 
sins; but if He was Almighty, 
6uch forgiveness was a real deed. 

The question put by our Lord 
had no reference to the compara- 
tive importance of the pardon of 
sin and the cure of palsy. It 
was admitted that forgiveness 
from the Almighty was infinitely 
more valuable than the temporary 
staving off of bodily death, by the 
banishment of present siclmess. 
But while forgiveness could not 
be brought down to the level of 
bodily health as to its benefit and 
continuance, forgiveness and the 
cure of palsy were on a level, in a 
question which had regard, not to 
Divine grace, but to Divine power. 

Would any Jewish Scribe risk 
his reputation by saying to the 
sick of palsy, "I say to thee, 
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Arise, take up thy bed, and walk!" 
His command would have had no 
effect ; the speaker might with no 
less success have said, "thy sins 
be forgiven thee." The two com- 
mands would have been equally 
presuming and equally useless. 
Any man's attempt to overcome 
palsy by his word of command, 
would have been as presumptuous 
an intrusion into pretension? un- 
lawfiil for man, as the apparently 
more ambitious address, " thy sins 
be forgiven thee." "Which is 
easier 1" — our Saviour asks. To 
you are not the two tasks equally 
difficult — ^alike impossible? The 
one may be more sacred — ^more 
near to the throne- of the Judge 
than to the walk of Providence ; 
but are not both proofs of 
Almighty power t If the two are 
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alike impossible, behold the one 
manifestation of power with your 
bodily eyes, and behold the other 
with the eyes of your understand- 
ing — thus look at both, and con- 
sider and believe God's power to 
forgive. Behold and remember. 
" He said to the sick of the palsy. 
Arise, and take up thy bed and go 
thy way into thy home. And im- 
mediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went forth before them 
all, insomuch that they were all 
amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
We never saw it on this fashion,'^ 
Behold and remember this proof 
of the Almighty power of God the 
Son; then know and believe that 
the Son of Man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins. 

Thus we have observed Jesus 
addressing the question to the 
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Scribes, "whether is easier — ^for- 
giveness of sins, or healing with a 
word!" — ^which of these two deeds 
is not peculiariy Almighty 1 — or 
which of them is possible to man I 
— ^which of them does not tho-" 
roughly Ulnstrate the appeal, "Is 
anything too hard for the LordT 

II. The next department of the 
subject before us is the second 
head. " Sinners putting the same 
question to themselves." 

The Scriptures call upon us to 
think of Christ Himself. "Con- 
sider the apostle and High Priest 
of our profession, Christ Jesus." 
Let inquirers concerning His mis- 
sion, and especially those who are 
anxious for the forgiveness of their 
own sins, reason with themselves 
as to the exceeding greatness of 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPEAL TO COMMON 8ENSK 269 

His power. " Be Thou exalted, O 
Lord, in Thine own strength ; so 
shall we sing and praise Thy 
power." '^The preaching of the 
cross of Christ is, to those who 
perish, foolislmess; but to those 
who are saved, it is the power of 
God." 

When in the pages of divinely 
inspired history you see a man 
sick of the palsy restored to 
strength and soundness by the 
Saviour's word, ask yourself. Is it 
not equally easy to the Saviour to 
forgive my sinsi And penitent 
and repentant sinners may ask 
the same question, whatever 
miracle of Christ comes before 
their memory. The case of Blind 
Bartimeus has been applied by an 
American poet to those who feel 
their spiritual blindness : 
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Te who liaTe eyes, yet cannot see, 

In darlmesB and in miseiy 

Becall those mighty voices thiee : 

" Cheer up— arise — ^He calleth thee." 

" Jesus, he merciful to me." 

** That fiiith of thine hsth saved the&" * 

The most striking of all miracles 
is the raising of the dead. The 
authority and power which 
brought Lazarus to life can never 
be forgotten. Nothing can appear 
more difficult than this ; it could 
not be believed except in connec- 
tion with the hand of God. The 
only question which can under- 
mine doubting is the question put 
by Paul to the Jews, "Why 
should it seem a thing incredible 
with you that God should raise 
the dead?** It would seem in- 
credible in every case except 

* Longfellow gives the words of the last three lines in the 
original Greek. They happily correspond with the English 
metre and rhyme. 
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where the hand of God is pomted 
out. By the same power Jesus 
Huuself rose from the grave. 
Can it be more difficult for Him 
to say with prevailing power, 
" Thy sins be forgiven thee," than 
to say, " Lazarus, come forth " — 
"I am the Resurrection and the 
life"— "O death, I wiU be thy 
plagues" — "0 grave, I wOl be 
thy destruction." By such signs 
and wonders He caUs your atten- 
tion to His proclamation, ^^Look 
unto Me and be ye saved, all ye 
ends of the earth ; for I am God, 
and there is none else " — " a just 
God and a Saviour, there is none 
beside Me." On the road to the 
grave of Lazarus some of the 
Jews put this question concerning 
Jesus, " Could not this man, who 
opened the eyes of the blind, have 
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caused eyen that Lazarus should 
not have died?" — ^a question whidi 
was answered by a deed more 
unquestionably almighty. So if 
sinners ask themselves, "Could 
not He, who raised the dead, even 
pardon my sins 1 " He will answer 
them exceeding abundantly above 
all that they ask or think. 

But every proof of the power 
of God may remind the sinner 
that it is equally easy for God 
to say, "Thy sins are forgiven 
thee." Our Redeemer is the 
Creator. He spake, and it was 
done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast; by the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made. 
Our Redeemer is the God of 
Providence; He, who by Himself 
purged our sins, does uphold all 
things by the word of His power. 
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Whatever manifests the Provl* 
deuce of almighty Ood reminds 
QS that He is mighty to save. 
Whenever Ood's wondrous worlro 
dedare that His name is near-** 
when the earth and the iidiabitants 
thereof seem on the verge of 
dissolution — when the King of 
kings, and Jjoncd of lords, puts 
down one, and sets up anoth^ — 
let the sinner adopt the prayer of 
Moses, "Now, I beseech Thee, 
let the power of my Lord he great, 
according as Thou hast spoken, 
saying, The Lord is longnsuffer* 
ing and of great mercy, foi^vlng 
iniquity and transgres^on.^ 

Some persons ignorantly sup- 
pose that God is more peculiarly 
connected with the lightning and 
thunder than with the dew t^n 
the mown grass and ik^ showers 
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which water the earth. They 
forget the testhnony of Elijah, the 
Prophet, "Behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountains and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. 
And after the wind, an earthquake, 
but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earth- 
quake, a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire." These elements 
and outbursts of fury were not 
peculiarly God's tokens; the 
presence of God was specially 
announced by "a still small voice." 
If the silent power which stablishes 
"the world does not remind us of 
God so much as the sounding peals 
of thunder — ^if we exclaim with the 
Psalmist, " The lightnings light^i 
the world, the voice of Thy thunder 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPEAL TO COMMON SENSE. 275 

is in tlie lieaven, the God of glory 
tliunderetli " — ^let sinners remember 
tliat tlie God of glory is the God 
of grace. Say to Him, "I will 
meditate of all Thy work — ^Thou 
art the God that doest wonders — 
Thon hast declared Thy strength 
among the people — ^Thon hast 
with Thine arm redeemed Thy 
people." He whom the winds 
and the sea obey can, with equal 
simplicity and power, say, "Thy 
sins be forgiven thee," and they 
are forgiven. 

But let us proceed to observe 
III. Forgiveness taking the first 
rank among Chrisfs gifts. 

Jesus not only professed to 
possess the great prerogative of 
the Almighty, when He said, "thy 
sins be forgiven thee," but also as 
the Great Teacher He thus de- 
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clared, that the forgiveness of i»bas 
was one of the chief of His gifts. 
He not only asserted his power to 
be sufficient, but He also taught 
that forgiveness was the most cry- 
ing want of sinful man, and that it 
was His mission to give that b^i^ 
fit Is it not mentioned as the 
first of Divine benefits by the 
ancient Psalmist in the well-known 
words, " Forget not all His bene- 
fits, who forgiveth all thine ini- 
quities r The visitation of bodily 
sickness may either remind us 
generally that we are sinneis and 
in need of forgiveness, or spedally, 
the affliction may be the Mow isi 
the hand of Ood, angry on account 
of some particular offence. Jesns 
said to the man whom he lieaied 
beside' the po<^ of Bethesda, ^' fi^ 
hold I thou art made whole; sin 
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no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto tJiee/^ And in tlie case 
before us, He said to the sick of 
the palsy, " Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee/ 

It is well when affliction drives 
us to self«-examination. We often 
are tempted to remark upon other 
people's tribulation as being God% 
judgment on their offences. But 
we seldom think of judging our- 
selves, that we may escape fdture 
condemnation. Sometimes we 
rashly adopt a course of action, 
and are so busy in the prosecution 
of it, that we can honestly say, 
that we did not perceive its im- 
godliness and dishonesty. In such 
circumstances, affliction may give 
us time to think, so that we may 
see, and confess, and mourn, and 
forsake the wicked way-^-'-and may 
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look to Jesus to forgive it But 
as the rule in all cases, consider- 
ing that God forgives no one sin 
without forgiving all, we should 
regard affliction as shewing us our 
evil heart of unbelief, our rebel- 
lious wiU, and our total and con- 
tinual sinfulness, and thus proving 
to us how truly we need the for- 
giveness of sins. 

Every aspect of Providence, and 
still more, every page of the Scrip- 
tures, is intended to teach us the 
same lesson, and to impress upon 
us, that forgiveness is the first, 
and not the last, of Ohrist^s gifts. 
I am not to say, " First, I will fear 
Thee, O God, with the view to for^ 
giveness at my last hours " — ^but I 
am told to say, " Lord ! now, first, 
there is forgiveness for me with 
Thee, that henceforth Thou mayest 
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be feared by me." When the con- 
science-stricken Jews asked Peter, 
" What shaU we do r'— the object 
which he set before them was the 
forgiveness of sins. When the 
same apostle was sent to speak to 
the inquiring Cornelius, "words 
whereby both he and his house 
should be saved," the burden of 
the important discourse was that 
whosoever believes in Jesus, ob- 
tains forgiveness of sins. 

" I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins " — ^this sentence has been part 
of the professing Christian's creed 
in all ages; but it is your own for- 
giveness which alone can do you 
good. You have perhaps read 
Luther's use of this article in his 
creed. " I believe," he oft repeated 
to himself in his sick-bed, " I be- 
lieve in the forgiveness of sins." 
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^' Ah r said a respectable old monk 
who had reminded him of this 
belief '' the thing to be belieyed 
Is not merely that David's or 
Peter's sins are forgive this the 
devils believe. God's command is 
to believe that onr sins are for- 
given.'' How delightM this com- 
mand appeared to poor Luther! 
*' See what St. Bernard says in his 
sermon on the Annunciation," 
added the old firiar, ^^the witness 
which the Holy Spirit witnesseth 
with our spirit is, Tht sins are 
forgicen thee."* 

But let not any sinner suppose 
that the question of liis own for- 
giveness is practicaQy settled, only 
because it is easy for Almighty 
Ck>d to grant it. Let not any man 
think that imdoubtedly he shall be 
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forgiven, for no other reason than 
that God has power to forgive sins. 
God cannot shew His power by 
breaking down the principles of 
inith and righteousness. He has 
said, " Repent;" and, " Except ye 
repent, ye shall all perish." He 
has said, '^Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ;" and, '^ take heed lest 
there be in you an evil heart of un- 
belief." You may say, it would 
be easy for God to forgive me 
without my repentance and faith; 
but do you not see that such for* 
giveness would have in it nothing 
certain, nothing Divine? The 
power of God is the consideration 
which forbids despair when the 
need of forgiveness is felt ; but the 
appointed way of obtaining for- 
giveness is another (and an indis- 
pensable) consideration. 
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God laid upon Jesus the impu- 
tation of our iniquity. He poured 
out His soul unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors, 
and bare the sins of many. The 
atonement of Christ — His obedi- 
ence unto death, even the death of 
the cross — ^this mystery we must 
study in order to imderstand how, 
without ourselves suffering the 
inevitable punishment, our sins 
may be really requited with the 
pains of hell. The death of Jesus 
Gu*ist, the infinite Being, may be 
regarded as taking the place of 
our everlasting punishment. This 
is the way in which God forgives. 
To this way we must consent 
Then, and then only, our sins are 
forgiven. 

When you continue in sin, and 
comfort yourselves that it will be 
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easy for God to forgive you, O 
consider, there are more questions 
than the one, Can you he forgiven? 
There is the more serious question, 
Do you wish forgiveness f Are you 
not despising it? Are you not 
even abhorring forgiveness ! You 
may ask that your so-called mis- 
deeds may be excused. But if you 
regard God's commandments and 
proliibitions as unreasonable and 
immerciful, you wish no gracious 
forgiveness, for you acknowledge 
no real offence. Until you ac- 
knowledge your sins to be really 
and justly offensive to God, what- 
ever your wish may be, it is not 
forgiveness. 

I may be glad to be spared the 
blow of an Almighty hand. I may 
humble myself to obtain a reversal 
of the Judge's sentence, — a sen- 
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tence of banishmeDt into a dismal 
and pestilential habitation. But I 
cannot consider myself to have 
received forgiveness^ miless I am 
convinced that I gave offence. 
The very wish to continue in sin — 
the practical sneer at Almighty 
power, because it cannot extend 
forgiveness when wilful sin is 
cherished — this proves that there 
is no consciousness of guilt, and 
therefore no desire for forgiveness. 
How abject the misery of him who 
is not forgiven! How deep the 
degradation of him who does not 
wish to be forgiven I You cannot 
put up the prayer of faith, ''O 
Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive!" un- 
less you can say, " O Lord, 
righteousness belongeth unto 
Thee, but unto us confusion of 
face. The Lord our God is right- 
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eous in all His works which He 
doeth, for we obeyed not His voice." 
If, however, your heart turns 
with abhorrence from your sinful* 
ness, as being offensive as well as 
dangerous; and if your heart and 
conscience see in die sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus, ihe only and the 
appointed way to obtain forgive* 
ness for you; then, with the view 
of setting all Auiher anxiety at 
rest, you may think of ihe power 
of the Son of Man as unconqu^- 
able. When you think of the love 
of Christ and of the character of 
Obdst, your sinfrilness will se^nt 
greater than ever; but remember 
that while its punishment would 
be greater than you could bear — 
yet Christ can bear its punishment 
— yea. He has borne it upon His 
cross. You discover more of '' the 
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mountain of your provocations,'' 
but Christ had it all in view when 
He undertook to save you; and 
your faith and hope may be in 
God, the Almighty God. 

Jesus did many mighty works, 
in order to assure you that with 
the same divine ease He could for- 
give your sins. But let not this 
statement make you imagine that 
forgiveness is not itself a mighty 
work. It is the sum of that 
preaching on the day of Pentecost 
which was described to be "the 
wonderful works of God." O 
never think of forgiveness from 
God as little or nothing. This 
looking at forgiveness as a matter 
of course has been the ruin of 
many transgressors. 

While it is not more difficult for 
the Lord Jesus to forgive your 
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sins, than it is for Him to heal the 
sick and to still the tempest, and 
to rule the thunder, and to raise 
the dead — ^while, (I say) forgive- 
ness is not more difficult, your 
Saviour asks you, "Is it easier T 
Although it taxes His omnipotence 
no more, has it cost Him less? The 
price of the Saviour's humiliation 
and sorrow, and agony, and death, 
surely is no small price, no insig- 
nificant purchase-money. For- 
giveness is wonderful. The plan 
passes understanding. The love 
which executed the plan, passes 
knowledge, leaving it far behind. 
And though you may cease to 
wonder at any reward given to 
such a work as the work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; yet if you have 
secured the great salvation, you 
will ever wonder at yourself, that 
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Jesus should have forgiven me ! — 
me, who had to be entreated, (and 
often entreated in vain), to accept 
forgiveness! — ^me, who have said 
to God, Depart from me; and to 
Jesus, Art Thou come to torment 
me f Will God ever cast oflF those 
who have such reason to praise 
Himi and who could not think 
of giving less than ev^astlng 
praise to Him who so loved them, 
and washed them from their mm 
in His own blood ! 
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When Jesus heard it, he said unto them, they that 
are whole have no need of the physician, but 
they that are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

The power of the Son of Man to 
forgive sins was a truth which his 
miracles were mtended to impress 
on the minds of all thinkers and 
witnesses. A loud call to repen- 
tance demanded attention at the 
same time. The power and grace 
of the Saviour furnished the most 
persuasive argument, and the most 
remarkable opportimity for repen- 
tance. Jesus proclaimed this, by 
welcoming people who had been 

T 
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extortioners and profligates, and 
by eating with them. The Scribes 
thought that this conduct could be 
justified only by some far-fetched 
and overstrained apologyl But 
Jesus made His triumphant expla- 
nation, simply by repeating a com- 
mon-sense statement. They that 
are sick need the physician; I came 
to call sinners to repentance. They 
that are whole have no need of the 
physician; I came not to call the 
righteous. This observation may 
be said to consist of two divisions, 
your attention is therefore invited 
to its two practical lessons. 

I. They that are sick need 
THE PHYSICIAN. They need the 
physician to bring the means for 
restoring th^n to health and the 
enjoyment of life. The aids of 
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medicine and surgery, and the 
counsels and regulations of the 
physician, are required to remove 
disorders, and to restore the 
faculties. Jesus came to change 
sinners into the people of God by 
saying them from their sins. 

You know that sin is constantly 
compared to sickness. The Saviour 
of sinners is therefore compared 
to the physician. We are invited 
to take notice o^ with the view of 
adopting, the language of the 
Prophet concerning the Messiah, 
" By His stripes we were healed." 

Persons in sound and unbroken 
health are said to be "whole." 
The sick, in the same phraseology, 
are said to be "broken." The 
Palmist said, "I am feeble and 
sore broken; I have roared by 
reason of the disquietness of my 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



292 SEBMOK XL 

heart." And with the bnrden of 
loathsome and enormous sin upcm 
his conscience he prayed to God, 
^Make me to hear joy and glad- 
ness, that the bones which Thou 
hast broken may rejoice." The 
Saviour is ther^ore revealed as 
raised up to heal the broken in 
heart, and to bind up their 
wounds. 

But here you cannot but remark 
that, if "the sick" are to be 
distinguished from the mass of 
mankind, tiiey cannot be described 
sufficiently by pointing out their 
sinfrdness. "There is no difference, 
for all have sinned ahd come short 
of the glory of God." The sick 
spintually are those who know 
and acknowledge their spiritiial 
sickness. The phrase, " broken in 
heart," might suggest this. The 
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same event might happen to two 
men — one having a heart to feel, 
and the other being unfeeling; but 
only the one would be broken- 
faeaj*ted, that is, if we suppose the 
event to be a mournful one. Only 
those who mourn can desire to be 
comforted. " The sick " are those 
who feel thdr guilt, and deplore it. 
Here, then, is the dilference — a\i 
men are sinners, but all are not 
mourners. 

Temporal affliction often leads 
OS to the discovery of our sin as 
the root of all bitterness. Hence 
we find in Solomon's prayer, at 
the dedication of the temple, this 
petition : " Hear Thou from heaven, 
Thy dwelling-place, what prayer 
or sup^cation whatsoev^ shall 
be made by any man, or by all 
Thy people Israel, when every 
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man shall know his own sore and 
his own grief." The same ciiv 
cumstances and prayers are de- 
scribed, with a slight variety of 
expression, in the fuller account 
given in the first book of Kings, 
''If there be in the land famine, 
if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be 
caterpillar — ^if their enemy besiege 
them in the land of their cities — ■ 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever 
sickness there be, hear Thou in 
heaven. Thy dwelling-place, what 
prayer and supplication soever be 
made by any man, or by all Thy 
people Israel, which shaU know 
every man the plague of his own 
heart." While the plague is 
universal over the human race 
every man doest not know the 
plague of his own heart. Thus 
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every man does not know his need 
of the divine Physician; every 
man does not wish to be made 
whole ; every man does not wish 
to be treated as a sick and dying 
man. 

It is when they feel their sick- 
ness and send for the physician, 
and thus allow themselves to be 
put on the list of persons diseased 
— ^it is then that the Saviour can 
deal with sinners as sick. The 
Lord is nigh to them that are of 
a broken heart, and saveth such 
as be of a contrite spirit. They 
are not only sick with sinning, 
but they are sick of sinning. 
Their prayer is, " Heal us, O Lord, 
and we shall be healed." " I said, 
Lord ! be merciful to me ; heal my 
soul, for I have sinned against 
Thee." It was in the houses of 
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those who were thus sick-<ii* 
heart of sinning, and were bent 
upon a cure — it was by frequentr 
ing their houses that Jesus ex- 
posed Himself to Pharisaical and 
infidel sneers, as if He were the 
boon companion of publicans and 
sinners. But Jesus in effect 
replied, / go to them as a phffsidan^ 
and (hey sent for Me under a con^ 
viction of their need of a physidan, 
A physician does, in his service- 
able calling, expose himself to in- 
fection and contagion, which as an 
individual, and as a head or mem- 
ber of a family, he would h«ve 
been disposed to avoid. He goes 
where a cure is needed^ and where 
his remedies will be taken accor- 
ding to his directions. And, again, 
he goes when danger is past, to 
watch the progress of recoveiy, 
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and to prescribe the means for es- 
tablishing the health, and for pre- 
venting a relapse. And it was on 
a precisely similar footing that 
Jesus dealt with those who had 
been the followers of unjust gain 
and of shameless yice* He 
preached repentance to all; but 
He could not truly be said to be 
the special Mend of any sinners 
who did not feel their sinfulness, 
and were not turning away from 
it. On the occasion when my 
text was spoken, J«sus was in the 
house of Matthew the publican. 
He was not there to wink at dis- 
honest gains, or to quiet the pub- 
lican's alarms as to the burning 
fever of coveteousness and extor- 
tion, or to heal his hurt slightly, 
saying, Peace, peace ! when there 
was no peace. No ! — ^this publican 
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had at Jesus' call forsaken the 
receipt of custom. Upon hearing 
Christ's words, "Follow me!" he 
had left all, risen up, and followed 
Him. He had made a feast to the 
uncompromising master, who had 
stopped up the mine of all his 
profits and prospects of wealth. 
He was like Elisha, forsaking his 
plough, putting the knife to the 
throat of his oxen, and boiling 
their flesh with the wood of the 
instruments of his old occupation^ 
He was introducing to his old 
partners the Great Teacher, who 
would dry up the fountains of thdr 
ill-gotten but weU-beloved gains* 
Thus the heavenly Physician was 
sent for to encourage repentance, 
to promote reformation, to be the 
comforter, the counsellor, the 
guide, and the example. And the 
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Physician, finding that His pre- 
sence and advice were both needed 
and sought after, went to his house, 
and sat down at his table. 

On another occasion, when the 
Pharisees and Scribes murmured 
in the same strain, it was be- 
cause the publicans and sinners 
"drew near" to Jesus, "for to 
hear Him." Going to consult the 
physician is the same thing as 
sending to ask him to come. The 
anxious hearers of Christ's word 
wished to hear words to remove 
their spiritual leprosy, and to re- 
lieve their soul's distress; they 
sought the tree of life, whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. 
Jesus rejoiced at such consulta- 
tions ; " draw nigh unto Him, and 
He will draw nigh unto you." 

Again, there was the case of the 
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chief of the publicans, by tiame 
Zaccheus. Jesus went to him, not 
in disregard of the ungodliness of 
the man's house ; but He went to 
bring salvation to his house. 
Zaccheus had climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see Jesus passing 
by Jericho ; he felt some interest 
in the holy and gracious Teacher. 
When Jesus offered to abide in his 
house, the awakened sinner took 
the offer as a call to repentance. 
On ihe spot he declared his new- 
made resolution to give the half 
of his goods to the poor, and to 
restore fourfold whatever money 
he had taken from any man by 
false accusations. Jesus went to 
his house, as a proof, that ^'the Son 
of Man is come to seek and to save, 
that which was lost." The sick 
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need the physician; He came to 
caU sinners to repentance. 

I have said enough to suggest 
to you that the acknowledgment 
of soul-sickness, which Jesus will 
attend to, is not only a conscious- 
ness of your need of forgiveness, 
but is also a conviction of the 
necessity of repentance. The 
question is, not only. Are you will* 
ing to be forgiven freely I — ^but 
also, Are you resolved to turn 
from your iniquities? — ^Are you 
convinced that your sins make 
you justly offensive to God, and 
that therefore it is truly desirable 
to part from them t — ^Jesus coun- 
selled and encouraged publicans 
and sinners, not in the mere con- 
fidence that aU their sins would be 
forgiven, but in repentant resolu- 
tions and in newness of life. And 
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now, more fully than it was then, 
it is made known that Jesus bare 
our sins in His own body hanging 
on the tree, that His people, being 
dead to sins, might live to rightr 
eousness. By His stripes they were 
healed; in other words, they were 
as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned to the shepherd and over- 
seer of their souls. 

That woman's heart was a con- 
verted heart, of whom Jesus said, 
that her many sins were forgiven 
her, and that this explained such 
strong demonstrations on her part 
of love for her Saviour. Evidently 
she had sought forgiveness, hating 
the offences which she desired to 
be forgiven — hating them and 
turning from them — and so loving 
this Jesus, who saves his pec^le 
from their sins, as to be bent on 
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fdlfilling heartily and conscien- 
tiously the law of God, which is 
also the law of Christ The sinner 
whose soul has been healed by the 
only Saviour, not only congratu- 
lates himself that he is out of 
danger ; but in the walks of reli- 
gion, in the presence of the 
Redeemer, and under the guidance 
of the Saviour's eye, he seeks that 
his soul may prosper, and be in 
health. 

This, then, is one division of our 
Saviour's principle. The sick need 
the physician ; I came to call sin- 
ners to repentance. 

II. Observe the other applica- 
tion. They Uiat are whole have no 
need of the physician ; I came not 
to call the righteom. 

I have already reminded you. 
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that in reality none of the souls of 
men are sound and whole. With- 
out repentance and forgiveness 
from the Saviour, there is none 
that understandeth — " there is none 
that seeketh after God — ^there is 
none righteous, no, not one." "Just 
persons who need no repentance " 
are merely fabulous characters. 
They are pictures drawn to call 
our attention to the fact, that there 
are sinners so deluded as to fancy 
themselves without sin. They 
profess to have read the Bible, and 
yet they have read it unthinkin^y 
and unprofitably — ^for they think 
themselves whole, and in no need 
of the physician. 

To show you how scriptural 
phrases may be picked up, and so 
employed as actually to contradict 
scriptural truth, I may mention 
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that I heard it said, that in the 
court of heaven, the prodigal who 
has wasted his father's substance 
in riotous living, cannot expect to 
be treated on the same footing as 
the son who for many years has 
served his father, neither trans- 
gressed at any time his command- 
ment! '' Cannot expect to be treated 
on the same footing V^ Does not 
our Lord say that the prodigal 
^hall certainly be treated on the 
same footing if he comes to him- 
self and arises and goes to his 
fath^, saying, ^^ Father, I have 
sinned 1" Does not the Saviour 
say, that the man who exalts him- 
self, in the belief that he is right- 
eous, and that he is not as other 
men are, that he shall be abased^ 
and sh^dl not be justified by God 
the Judge! 
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Those that are whole are not 
those who have no sin, but those 
who have never been sickened by 
the discovery of their sins, those 
who have never been, and are not 
yet broken-hearted on account of 
them. Here I may quote the well- 
known words: "thou sayest, I 
am rich and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing, and 
kno west not that thou art wretched 
and miserable, and poor, and Mnd^ 
and naked. I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich, and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness may not appear; and 
anoint thine eyes with eye salve, 
that thou mayest see." 

Let it not for a moment be sup- 
posed that the cm^e of self-right- 
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jeonsriess is hopeless. Only be aware 
tJiat self-righteousness is a loath- 
some disease, which must neither 
he boasted of nor endured, but 
must be cured to-day. Self-right- 
eousness is a sick man ordering 
^tway the unfailing physician. The 
physician stands at the door, and 
knocks. Self-righteousness . will 
not admit him. Self-righteousness 
says to Him, Begone ! Self-right- 
eousness will allow Him to knock 
<»i, and to stand outside, despised 
and rejected. 

The Saviour, in revealing for- 
giveness, calls for repentance. 
He proves the necessity for re- 
pentance by revealing to you your 
sinfulness, your forgetMness of 
God, your practical infidelity, 
heathenism, and worship of 
worldly gain and creature com- 
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forts. Happy are those sinners 
whose mouths are stopped, and 
who thus humble themselves 
before God as being verily guilty. 
But the misery of the self- 
righteous is, that their mouths 
are not stopped, and that they do 
all they can to stop the Saviour's 
mouth. 

Examine yourselves, my Mends. 
Perhaps you are accused of being 
forgetftd hearers of God's Word. 
The accusation is that you live 
under the influence of motives, 
restraints, and principles which 
might be exactly the same if there 
were no Bible, and no God. Do 
you reply that you are no more 
forgetful than your neighbours 
are t — ^that God's Word influences 
you as much as is necessary?—- 
that you feel comforted and bene^ 
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Mied at the time of hearing the 
gospel, and that is enough ? Now 
what may an ambassador of 
CShrist answer in his Master's 
name? Your defence is neither 
inore nor less than this, that you 
are righteous — ^that you are whole, 
and that you do not need me as 
your physician. O, in your cir- 
cumstances, how stupid is the 
most ingenious self-defence ! Are 
you prepared to live and die 
without a Saviour! What folly 
to protest that you have no need 
of Him! 

Perhaps you are accused of 
being ashamed of Christ, and of 
His doctrines and precepts, when 
in the company of opposers of 
Christ, or when at their mercy. 
Perhaps you are accused of allow* 
ing the pleasures of sensuality, or 
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the cares of poverty, or the deceit- 
Mness of riches, to choke every 
other thought, even the thought of a 
Saviour for your perishmg souls ! 
Do you make your case better by 
denyingsuch well-founded chai^st 
Are you not like a drowning man 
protesting against being rescued 1 
— or like a man poisoned, and yet 
saying, I was never better; I am 
in perfect health f All your sel^ 
justification is simply asking the 
Saviour to declare, yes — ^you are 
righteous — ^and so, not being 
wanted, I wiU do nothing for you. 
Jesus is exalted a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance and 
the forgiveness of sins. There 
cannot be in the same heart, at 
the same moment, repentance and 
self-righteousness. The two are 
utterly irreconcileable. You might 
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as well expect blindness and sight 
to be in the same eyes, at the same 
moment— or the ocean-tide to be 
at its greatest height and its 
lowest ebb at one and the same 
time. If the low state of repent- 
ance is ihe soul'scondition, the swel- 
ling heights of self-righteousness 
have subsided. The Ood of hope 
fills ihe soul with joy and peace 
in believing, when He has emptied 
it of unbelieving notions as to 
safety without the only Saviour. 

Observe, the Saviour says, "I 
came not to call the righteous,^* 
as an application of the common- 
sense statement, that men in 
sound health do not send for a 
physician. This teaches us that 
when Christ calls the soul, the 
soul calls to Him. In this case 
the physician^s visit . and the 

/Google 



Digitized by > 



312 SKRMOK XL 

patient^s cry are smmltaneotis, 
that is, there is no interval of 
time between them. If the sinner 
cries out of the depths, "Lord, 
save me!^ that moment the 
Sayionr is with him. He says, 
"I am sick,'' and at once the 
Physician is at his side. The 
Saviour calls the sinner, and the 
sinner calls the Saviour. As soon 
as the sinner ceased to be self- 
righteous the Physician considered 
that He had been sent for. The 
sinner ceased to be righteous in 
his own eyes, and the proof of 
this was his looking to Jesus with 
confidence and with heart-felt 
desve^ 

O, be convinced of this, that 
there is no eternal life without 
the gospel, and that the gospel is 
a remedy. If you all stand in 
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need of the gospel, you all stand 
in need of a remedy. If you deny 
your need of a remedy you are 
going down to hell with a lie in 
your right hand. You are making 
God a liar if you are looking for a 
reward instead of a remedy — ^if you 
are claiming eternal life as your 
due when He proclaims it to be 
His own unmerited gift through 
Jesus Christ. As long as you 
contradict God His truth is opposed 
to you, and you can expect nothing 
from it. Such is the Saviour^a 
meaning when He says, "I came 
not to call the righteous.^* 

If those who are self-righteous 
still, would only take alarm at 
God's warning, they would be 
changed men at once, invited by 
the Saviour, and sending for Him 
as the Physician of souls. It is 
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to those, who as yet know not their 
wretchedness, and misery, and 
their need of everything, that 
Jesus, in His Word, still says, " I 
counsel you to buy from Me," and, 
^ Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock." He offers health and 
cure to the self-righteous, but the 
cure is the death of self-righteous*' 
ness. Let them come to Him, 
confessing that they are not the 
persons that they thought thenh- 
selves to be. They thought themr 
selves righteous, but their eyes 
are now opened to their utter 
sinfulness. The Word of Christ 
will assure them that, as long as 
they were determined to shut out 
the Physician, there could be no 
help for them ; but that he at all 
times rejoices if any man will 
hear His voice, and open the door 
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of the heart to Him. " O Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself; but 
iu Me is thy help." 

While forgiveness is immediate 
and complete, repentance is a 
growing habit, a deepening con- 
viction, a ripening purpose of 
heart It is a continued conflict 
with lingering self-righteousness, 
and with dying (yet not dead) 
sinfulness* The Saviour's great 
principle must therefore always be 
remembered. And, as you have 
fallen from your protest against 
your need of a physician, !so you 
must avoid, at all times, and in all 
cases, all profession of independ- 
ence of His counsels. It is the 
misery of the impenitent to wander 
in counsels of their own until their 
hearts of stone sink them into 
eternal woe, beyond the reach of 
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health and cure. It is the happi- 
ness of the broken and conteite 
heart to say to the God of salva- 
tioh, the Physician of the sin-sick 
sonl, Thou shalt guide me by Th^. 
counsel^ and afterward receive me 
to glory — to ImmanueFs land, 
where the inhabitants shall no 
longer say, "I am sick;" the 
people that dwell therein shall be 
forgiven their iniquity. 
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Matthbw vl 21. 

Where jova treasure is, there will yonr heart 
be alsa 

You all know what is meant by 
" absence of mind ;" and you have 
read of neglects and mistakes 
which have arisen from it. A man 
may be present in some company, 
and yet he may be "an absent 
man/' He is so occupied with a 
multitude of thoughts within him* 
self^ that he does not observe the 
employments of the company, nor 
does he hear their words, even 
when pointedly and loudly addres* 
sed to himself. So that the scene 
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present to his mind, or in which 
his mind is present, cannot be 
positively known through noting 
the scene of his bodily presence. 
Whatever interests his mind, his 
mind dwells upon. 

Not only, however, in cases of 
absence of mind, but in all cases 
as to all men, even men of remark- 
able self-command and presence of 
mind, it is a well-known rule now, 
as it was in the days of our Lord's 
sojourn upon earth, " Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also." 

Let us a little more minutely 
<x>nsider 

I. The working of the heart in 
regard to treasure. 

IL The possibility of being blind 
•to real treasure. 
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III. The peculiar influences of 
heavenly treasure. 

I. As to the working of the heart 
in regard to treasure. The most 
simple and comprehensive word 
for expressing the working of the 
heart is thinking. He who pos- 
sesses treasure will be constantly 
thinking about it. He who views 
it as his own by anticipation, will 
feast his thoughts upon it. The 
speculative or covetous man looks 
upon treasure as already his own, 
if he sees a rapid or sure way of 
gaining it. And the thoughts of 
his heart are eager in the pursuit, 
and confident m the securing of 
his object, even when apparently 
engrossed with some book or some 
discourse, or some totally different 
employment. 
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We are not obliged to search ihe 
pages of history, in order to find 
examples of persons seemingly 
engaged in the worship of God, 
whose hearts are far from Hijoau 
The congregation may all be in 
outward attendance upon the or- 
•dinances of the sanctuary, and 
formally may be all with one ac- 
cord in one place under one roof; 
yet their attendance is no proof of 
their attention. Their hearts may 
be wandering in different quartm 
of the globe. And according as 
their notions as to treasure guide 
them, they whose ears are now 
reached by the sound of my voice 
may be, in heart, in the East or 
West Indies, in Africa, Australia, 
or America. 

The working of the heart as to 
treasure may be expressed by the 
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Word, mmeiy, or careful thinldng^ 
— In the house of God, people may 
listen to the words, and yet be 
careless as to the subjects spoken 
of. The Searcher of hearts told 
Ezekiel that it was to such hearers 
that he spoke: "They come unto 
thee, as the people cometh, and 
they sit before thee as my people, 
and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them, for with their 
mouth they shew much love, but 
their heart goeth after their covet- 
ousness." (Ezekiel xxxiii. 31.) 
that is, (as an old author* illus- 
trates it), "their fears, and hopes, 
and desires, love and other affec- 
tions were upon shops, ships, land, 
and other commodities, even when 
they were busied in the worship of 
.Ood." When the heart is set upon 



John Azroirsinklt, J>.D. 
X 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



622 SEBMON ZIL 

any treasure, there is constaat 
anxiety — anxious thoughtfiilness 
as to tJie securing and increasing 
of the treasure — ^anxious appre- 
hension lest the treasure should 
be lost. The anxiety felt, by 
" covetousness which is idolatry," 
is not the mere anxiety felt as to 
some important news, or some 
doubtful event, though even such 
anxiety may monopolize the 
thoughts. It is the anxiety felt 
in watching the strife betwe^i life 
and deaths- the anxiety which 
overwhelms the heart, when the 
life of a very dear firiend seems to 
hang by a thread. So we read of 
the miser keeping full in his view 
during his last hours a chest of 
gold which was his beloved trea- 
sure, and expiring with his eyes 
fixed upon it This is no slight 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE HSABT'S TBEiiStJBE. 923 

feding, misnamed care, but it is 
care truly so called ; care, attended 
by a multitude of thoughts, such 
as allow no sleep to the eyes, when 
circumstances seem to be adverse. 
The working of the heart as to 
treasure includes reasoning with 
regard to it. When our treasure 
is involved, our reason is awake ; 
no barefaced cheat will be able to 
calculate on an easy victory over 
us. I do not say that a man in 
pursuit of the treasures of wealth 
is never imposed upon. I do not 
deny that, in his very devotedness 
to gain, and his eagerness to grasp 
it, he may sometimes overreach 
himself. But this I say, that there 
must be plausible contrivance, or 
cunning craftiness, or unwonted 
deceitfolness opposed to him when 
the covetous man is imposed upon 
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as io his treasure. He y/ISl not 
be anxioQS to be imposed upoa^ 
as some professing Christians are^ 
when anxious for only the name 
or reputation of heavenly trea^ 
sure-seekers. He will not assist 
in laying a snare for himsdf ; he 
will not frame deceitful^ expres* 
sions, or hunt for misleading 
words to defraud his own souL 
The man set upon riches will not 
be deceived by such transparent 
delusions^^by such evident traps 
as deceive professing Christians 
in matters of eternal interest. A 
man in earnest, as to earthly 
treasure, will not be twice the 
victim of the same imposture. 
He will not refuse to be warned 
by his past experience. M^ 
who cannot bear to be called 
h3rpocrites,^ are victims of -t^npiai)- 
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tion,in caaes where eveii a1>i)rd of 
tibie air would be safe; as the 
SGriptural proverb says, "Surely 
in Yain is the net spread in the 
fiight of any bird." Profiting by 
experience, he who seeks an 
earthly fortune makes use of his 
jreason. He reasons before en- 
gaging in any dealing with any 
person. He becomes quick in his 
calculations, and clear and distinct 
in his decisions. Because his 
heart values treasure upon earth, 
therefore he reasons concerning it, 
and proceeds like a man in earnest 
A man's treasure also shows 
itself by the hold which it keeps 
over his memory. There is an 
undisputed connection between 
the memory and the heart In 
the case of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, the hold which the holy 
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child had upon her heart made 
her keep in memory the sayings 
uttered concerning Him, and 
ponder them in her heart. When 
the disciples neglected to keep in 
mind the bountiful miracle of the 
loaves, Jesus accused them of 
hardness of heart; He said, '^ Have 
ye your heart yet hardened! — do 
ye not remember t" SuchunMtb- 
fiilness of memory was a proof of 
treachery of heart. The memory 
will always have the heart's 
treasure in keeping. Some people 
excuse themselves for their ignor- 
ance of the gospel of Christ by 
accusing their memory. They 
say they have so many things to 
remember, or they are so old in 
years, that, notwithstanding the 
best intentions, they fail to r^ 
member ^Hhe truth as it is in 
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Jesus."* But, however a man's 
memoiy may be overloaded, does 
he forget his treasure 1 — ^however 
aged a man may be, does he forget 
where his treasure isl 

Without enlarging on this head^ 
I recommend you to observe and 
consider these things. Consider 
whether in matters which concern 
your treasure, your thoughts are 
not at work continually — pre- 
sent thoughts — devotedly anxious 
thoughts — enlisting your reason 
and memory, and other powers of 
your minds, and affections of your 
hearts. 

n. As to the possihUUy of being 
blind to real treasure, Jf earthly 
treasures are to be yours, you 
must have not only diligence to 
.lay them up, but also intelligence 
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to discern ihem. The phrase^ 
"your treasure,'' means not only 
treasure which is your propertjr, 
but also what is treasure to your 
eye, or in your opinicm. Your 
treasure is what you believe to be 
treasure — ^what you view as valu* 
able or precious. To another eye^ 
which cannot discern its use or 
its value, it is no treasure at all. 
Wisdom is treasxu'e — ^but one of 
Solomon's proverbs (xviL 16,) en* 
quires, " Wherefore istherea pricein 
the hand of a fool to get wisdom^ 
seeipg he hath no heart to it 1" 

It is possible to be blind to real 
treasure. In His sermon on the 
Mount, from which my text is 
taken, Jesus has reminded us of 
this. He said, "Give not that 
which is holy unto the dogs, 
neither cast ye your pearls before 
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swine, lest they trample them 
under their feet, and tnm agam 
and rend yon." ITie dog in the 
holy land had not the faithful and 
domestic disposition for which our 
dogs are proverbiaL That dog 
was not the companion of man. 
It was an untamed and voracious 
animal, feasting upon carrion and 
putridity. Therefore, in Jewish 
proverbs, it was associated with 
swine — ^the apostlePeter quotes one 
such proverb, " The dog is turned 
to his own vomit again ; and the 
sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire." To give 
to such a dog unblemished flesh 
(such as that offered in sacrifice) 
would be to offer what the dog 
would refiise. By disturbing that 
dog over its chosen food, and by 
raising.a suspicion of some design 
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to take away its treasure, the 
offerer might bring upon himself 
rage and revenge, being turned 
upon and torn by the enraged 
animaL And so swine can have 
no eye to perceive the value of a 
pearl. The classical fable speaks 
of a pearl scratched up in a poul- 
try-yard by a fowl, who says of it, 
"No doubt it is a very valuable 
thing of its kind, but not so valu- 
able as a grain of barley." The 
picture before us is, swine trampling 
pearls imder their feet. Matthew 
Henry remarks, " Throw a pearl to 
a swine, and he will resent it as if 
you threw a stone at him." 

And do not all men, whose 
hearts are unconverted, show as 
much blindness with regard to 
the offer of salvation as swine do 
as to the value of pearls t Man^ 
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being in honour and withont 
understanding, is said to be like 
the beasts that perish. And the 
Psahnist confessed as to himself 
So foolish was I and ignorant, I 
was as a beast in the presence of 
Thee, O Lord, who art now my 
portion for ever. The book of 
Proverbs says, " A word fitly 
spoken is as apples of gold in 
pictures (or baskets) of silver. 
As an ear-ring of gold, and an 
ornament of fine gold, so is a wise 
reprover upon an obedient ear." 
But this estimate is denied by 
men of the world, who are "in 
the gall of bitterness and the bond 
of iniquity." 

Do not then run to the con- 
clusion, with regard to any thing 
that is highly prized, that because 
it does not appear to your mind's 
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eye to be treasure, therefore it ijS 
not treasure.* It may be an 
object, or a subject, about wMch 
you are "foolish and ignorant^ 
It may be " treasure," though not 
" your treasure.'' And your trea- 
sure may be a dream, bad coin, or 
a forgery. From the Scriptures 
you learn that there is a heaven. 
Those Scriptures alone can teach 
you what heavenly treasure is. 
Gospel promises and Scriptural 
warnings are the holy food, and 
the pearls which dogs and swine 
reject ; but they wiU be your trea- 
sure if you will inquire and read 
about them, and then take them 
and be thankfid. Let not the 
rejecters of Jesus Christ and His 
words, whose day of salvation 
still shiaes — ^let not them say that> 
we call them dogs and swine. 
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"W^ desire to press Cbrisfs Word 
upon them. If they exclaim 
against the persevering oflPer, and 
resent it, and take all means to be 
rid of it, they take to themselves 
the description of dogs and swine. 
We treat them as diflPerent beings. 

III. Consider the peculiar influx 
ences of heavenly treasure. 

The setting of the affection npon 
things above is the chief labour in 
the laying up of treasure in heaven. 
Jesus said, " This is the work of 
Ood, that ye believe on Him whom 
He hath sent" Ye who need re- 
pentance and forgiveness must fix 
the eyes of your anxious hearts 
upon Him, whom Ood sent down 
into the world, and whom God 
has exalted to the place where He 
$iras before, that He miglit. give 
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repentance and the forgiveness of 
sins. 

The giving up of our hearts to 
earthly treasure does not secure 
the prosperous amassing of it. 
The head and the heart must be 
exercised with pains and patience; 
and perhaps, after all, no treasure 
will be secured. But in heavenly 
treasure-seeking, the earnest and 
straight-forward direction of the 
heart is everything. Then our 
duty is to give thanks to God fcfr 
His unspeakable gift. The em- 
ployment sketched out for us is 
petitioning and praising, valuing 
and expecting. 

The precept, " Lay up for your- 
selves treasure in heaven," is, in its 
phraseology, figurative. It points 
us to the earnestness in heart and 
life with which men pursue 1Si6 
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treasures of earth. The reality 
which is stamped upon worldly 
business, with its occupations and 
prospects, its profits and losses, is 
quoted to remind us of the reality 
of our eternal interests. The de- 
sirableness which men see in 
earthly treasure suggests the name 
" treasure in heaven " as applicable 
to the hope of the Gospel. It is 
not meant that the process of lay- 
ing up is the same for each kind of 
treasure. But a train of thought 
is simply and kindly suggested. 
See how men are bent upon being 
wealthy and independent ; let 
your hearts be bent, at least as 
decidedly, upon being secure of 
" the inheritsoice incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven!" Men make 
haste to be rich; do you make 
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iiaste to get heavenly prosipmiyi 
Men, with the feverish bigotry of 
idolatry, set their hearts upon 
money ; do you covet earnestly 
the best gifts — " the hope which is 
laid up for you in heaven, whweof 
ye have heard in the word of the 
truth of the GospeL" It is laid up 
for you already, if you desire i^ 
Set your heart upon it, and it is 
yours. To have your hearts given 
to the Saviour, and to accept His 
salvation, is the real finding of 
heavenly treasure for yourselves, 
taking it freely as your own. 

Another peculiarity of heavenly 
treasure is suggested by questions 
as to the likelihood of keeping 
-treasure which has been laid up. 
Jf we think at all, earthly treasure 
brings with it an expectation that, 
it wiU not last always, iuod. aa a^ 
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prehension that we may be unex*- 
pectedly and readily deprived of it 
— "moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and thieves break through and 
steal/^ Eloquent Divines have 
warned us of the corrupt state 
of the heart, in Which money is 
valued more than money's worth ; 
the heart values the possession of 
money more than the good uses to 
which it can be put. A sugges- 
tion as to the useftdness of his 
treasure is regarded by the covet- 
ous man as a scheme to deprive 
him of it. A request to join with 
his neighbours in giving some 
money away is regarded as an 
attempt similar to the designs of a 
pickpocket or a housebreaker. 
The hoarder's benevolent neigh- 
bours may thus become to him as 
great objects of terror as the savage 
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sons of violence. Bat the peculiar* 
ity of heavenly treasure is, that it 
saves its possessor from sudi mis* 
erable alarms. The treai^ure is 
simply the eternal good received 
by the heart from Gospel promises 
and Scriptural precepts. This 
treasure other men can share with 
the Christian, not only without his 
grudgmg, but actually without a 
temptation to feel a grudge. like 
the widow^s meal and oil, it cannot 
be diminished. 

Good works are said to be the 
most durable riches for mankind, 
and the most valuable ornaments 
of feminine grace. A heart dis- 
posed and enabled for good works, 
through personal experience of 
Christ's salvation, can be the 
means of communicating the same 
disposition to others, and will not 
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be impoyerished. It can emphat- 
ically be said regarding Gospel 
wealth, "there is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth." How assur- 
ing and instructiye is the language 
of the prophet Isaiah, (chap, xxxiii. 
6, 6), " The Lord is exalted, for He 
dwelleth on high. He hath filled 
Zion with judgment and right- 
eousness. And wisdom and right- 
eousness shall be the stability of 
Thy times, and strength of salva- 
tion. The fear of the Lord is his 
treasure." Those who are rich 
in laith and good works are truly 
ridi, though they may be poor 
people. God says to such, I Imow 
your poverty, but you are rich, — 
poor, yet capable of making many 
rich, — having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things. 
Men possess earthly treasure for 
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a few days, and then leave it to 
others. The worldling heaps up 
riches, and knows not who shall 
gather them. Accordingly, it is 
partly to guard against delusion, 
that the counsel has been written, 
" Lay not up for yourselves trea* 
sures upon earth." You may in- 
tend them for yourselves, — ^you 
may expect that they shall be for 
yourselves, — ^but they shall not be. 
As to treasure in heaven, that is foi 
yoursdves indeed; that isthebettei 
and enduring substance. Such arc 
the " true riches." Clnist the peari 
of great price — He becomes our& 
His presence makes heaven to be 
truly heaven. A living and ever- 
living treasure is peculiar to the 
heart that lives for ever, through 
seeking the Lord as his portion in 
the rich field of the kingdom of 
grace. 
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You do well to provide for your 
bodily life; only seek eternal life 
first and unfeignedly. Within 
scriptural bounds as to time and 
thoughtfiilness, you are then wel» 
come to give all diligence for the 
temporal welfare of yourselves and 
your families. There are also 
many studies and pursuits which 
claim a share of your thoughts; 
and you may engage in them with 
discretion, even though they do 
not prepare you for heaven. Only 
remember there is this resemblance 
between earthly treasure and hea- 
venly treasure, that the fact of 
your conduct being respectable, 
and your studies useful, and your 
accomplishments graceful, and 
your amusements innocent, — that 
any such fact, or catalogue of facts, 
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is no proof that you possess trea^ 
sures laid up in store. 

K you liave never employed 
yourself in laying up treasures, 
you have no treasure. Or if yon 
do not begin to lay up, you have 
no prospect of ever being in pos- 
session of treasures. Your Mends' 
opinion that you have great worldly 
wealth, cannot make you rich, if 
you are not ; neither can their flat^ 
tering estimate create or lay up 
heavenly treasures for your soul. 
Where the fact can be got, the 
judgment of charity has no case 
before it. If you have no hoard 
of money, through your attention 
having been otherwise occupied, 
your temper and talents need not 
be brought forward as proofe that 
probably or surely you have earthly 
treasure. In the same way, if you 
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have not applied your hearts to 
securing treasure in heaven, it is 
enough for me to know that you 
have heen employed otherwise. 
How you have heen employed is 
not the question. You have not 
been employed in seeking heavenly 
treasure, and therefore the fact is 
you have not found it. 

And remember also, that mere 
destitution as to heavenly treasure 
will not be the whole of your sad 
story, if the day of reckoning finds 
you ruined for ever. If your por- 
tion is not with the Saviour, your 
portion must be with the devil and 
his angels. And if your heart 
would not incline you towards 
heaven on your Saviour's account, 
and in order to speak His praises 
for ever, and to shew forth in His 
service your eternal gratitude to 
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Him, you would not enter heaven, 
even though the Judge did not 
shut you out. 

Only those who have a heart for 
heaven will ever be there. If God 
said to an impenitent sinner on the 
day of Judgment, "Come!** he 
could not heartily say, "Amen, 
here am I ! " The Judge will say 
"Depart," — ^but the bitter, stub- 
bom, and senseless heart of unr^ 
newed man can have no objection 
to mere separation from God, and 
no desire to be present with Him. 
His holy dwelling, which is inhos- 
pitable to the vicious, would be 
wearisome to the heartless, and 
contemptible to the covetous. It 
is a pure and quiet home, in which 
only the broken and contrite heart 
is prepared to discover treasure. 
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Mabk X. 9. 

"What therefore Grod hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder." 

This plain rule was applied by 
Jesns to a question regarding mar- 
riage; and it may at first sight 
suggest to many persons no other 
subject. Yet the sacred tie of 
marriage is only one of the many 
subjects to which the principle 
applies. 

The rule simply is, that any 
union or harmony established by 
God must be dutifully acknow'* 
ledged by man. Man cannot im- 
prove Ood^s arrangements. Man 
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must not contradict God^s declara^ 
tions. K we put asunder what 
God has jomed together, there 
will be dangerous error in prin- 
ciple, and mischievous consequen- 
ces in practice. In most cases, 
the epithets, dangerous and mis- 
chievous, are not sufficiently 
strong. No words milder than 
"fatal" and "soul-destroying'' will 
express the dark reality. Respon- 
siblebeings periltheir eternal all, by 
mocking at any portion of God's 
will, or by disdaining to hear the 
whole truth as it is in Jesus. 

The will of God as to ^th and 
practice is often expressed in two- 
fold statements — one half of which 
man is apt to reject or neglect, 
thus putting asunder what God has 
joined together. It is my inten^ 
tion to select from scripture some 

/Google 



Digitized by ^ 



THE TWO-IOLD SALVATION. 847 

specimens of these two-fold state- 
ments, and to shew you the im- 
portance of not putting them 
asunder in your heart and judg-* 
ment. 

L I hegm by reminding you 
that belief in God must always be 
accompanied by belief in Jesus 
Christ as the Mediator. Belief in 
Ood as God is correct; but it is 
too little to heal and save our 
souls. "Thou believest there is 
one God, thou doest well; the 
devils also believe and tremble." 
To think of God as our Maker, — 
or as the Ruler in Providence, — 
or as the Supreme Lawgiver, — 
all this is so far well. But it is 
only "God in Christ" who can 
save us from our sins, and from 
their punishment. Jesus Christ 
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ffimself said to the Father, "Hifa 
is life eternal, — ^to know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent," * and He 
said to His disciples, ''Let not 
your hearts be troubled; ye be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me."t 
If we have no real faith in Christ, 
we justly fear the righteous God, 
about to take vengeance on us 
sinners. He must have condemn- 
ed us all, unless Christ had died. 
And He is the justifier of those 
only, who believe in Jesus. Do 
you really acknowledge thisi 
Perhaps you have often said in 
repeating words from a catechism, 
" we receive and rest upon Jesus 
Christ alone for salvation, as He is 
offered to us in the Gospel." But 
perhaps when you speak your own 

* John xviL S. f John xir. 1. 
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mind concerning your prospects 
for eternity, you evidently are re- 
lying on your own moral char- 
acter or harmless disposition. 
That is to view God without 
Christ, — God asimder from Christ. 
But God's ministry of reconci- 
liation puts forward "God in 
Christ;"* and what God hath 
joined together, let not man put 
asunder. 

II. Consider faith in Jesus 
Christ; there is a two-fold privi- 
lege here. Condemned sinners are 
"justified by faith ; "t unholy sin- 
ners are "sanctified by faith." t 
All sinners are both condemned 
and unholy; and therefore faith in 
Christ has united justification and 
sanctification, which are two, and 

* 2 Cor. T. 19. f GaL iL 16. t -^cts xxvi 18. 
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y^t one. Justification is not sanc- 
tification, and sanctification is not 
justification ; but God has joined 
them together. Where the one 
really is, the other is also. They 
are not the same, but they are 
nerer asunder. No man can be 
justified only, or sanctified only. 
Either the two privileges are joined 
together, or there is no salvation 
at all. So that we find the des« 
cription of God's saving grace, con- 
stantly presented to us in a pair of 
phrases; one setting before us 
justification, and the other sancti* 
fication. There is the foundaHon 
AND the building* birth AND growth^^ 
doctrine and godliuess,t glory and 
virtue^^ faith and works, Wfaiih and 
a good conscience,^ 

• CoL. il 6, 7. + 1 Pet u. 2. J lEm. vL 3. 

{ 8 Peter L 3, || James ii. 26. f 1 Tim. i 19. 
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The apostle Paul speaks of '' sal* 
ration through sanctiflcatum of the 
Spirit AND belief of the truffi ; " * and 
Simon Peter speaks of "election 
unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the Mood of Jesus ChrisCt Do 
the Scriptures mention " belief in 
the truth;" meaning by this, our 
laying of salvation without pre* 
tending to merit of our own? — 
then they join ynih it " sancdfica^ 
tion of the Spirit," the Holy Spirit 
making us holy; holiness being 
the inseparable companionof simple 
faith in Gluist. Or do they speak 
of " the sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ," t.e., God bestowing 
the benefits resulting from the sac- 
rifice of Christ, the Lamb of God I 
— then side by side with faith in 
thatatonement, the Scriptures place 

• i ThesB. iL 13. t 1 Peter 1 2. 



Digitized by 



Google 



352 SEBMOir xm. 

obedience; the pardoned sinner 
always becoming an obedient child. 
In quoting such texts as tiiese, 
you should carefully keep togeth^ 
the appropriate clauses. You give 
an improper description of salva- 
tion, if you speak of ^^ salvation 
through belief of the truth and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ." There is a tuneful scriptural 
sound, but not a solid scriptural 
completeness; because, although 
there is a pair of clauses, each clause 
has to do with only one half (and that 
the same half) of the truth, and is 
kept asunder from sanctificaUon 
and obedience. Observe, then, 
how in the Scriptures a phrase 
implying " forgiveness," is also 
coupled with a phrase implying 
"holiness." 
You will observe pardon and 
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purification thus joined together 
throughout the book of Psahns. 
The Psahnist said, "The eye of 
the Lord is upon them that fear 
Him — on them that hope in His 
mercy." * Dutiful fear of God is 
always united with believing hope 
in His mercy — ^the hope of salva- 
tion accorcQng to His Word. 
His language in another psalm is, 
^'Thy loving-kindness is before 
mine eyes, and I have walked in 
Thy truth." t The reality of our 
enjoyment of God's loving-fcuid- 
ness is made manifest, if our 
walking in EQs truth be the 
partner of our faith in His mercy. 
Similar pairs of phrases abound 
in other psalms, for instance, 
^' Blessed is the man to whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity, and 

• Pa. zxzuL 18. t Pa. xxvl 3. 
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in whose spirit there is no gaile." * 
" O Lord, there is forgiveness with 
Thee, that Thou mayst he feared." t 
Observe this twofold description 
of salvation throughout the 
Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm, 
"Deal bountifolly with Thy ser- 
vant, that I may live and keep 
Thy Word." " Hold Thou me up, 
and I shall be safe, and I will have 
respect unto Thy statutes continu- 
ally." " Deal with Thy servant 
according to Thy mercy, and 
teach me Thy statutes." "Look 
Thou upon me, and be merciful 
unto me, as Thou usest to do 
unto those that love Thy name; 
order my steps in Thy word, and 
let not any iniquity have dominion 
over me." "I cried imto Thee, 
Save me, and I shall keep Thy 

• Pfc xxxiL 3. t Pa. KUtx. i 
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testimonies.^ " Lord, I have hoped 
for Thy salvation, and done Thy 
commandments.^ *' I have longed 
for Thy salvation, O Lord, and 
Thy law is my delight." * 

In all these sentences you have 
a clause as U) free salvation, ac- 
companied with a second clause 
as to pure salvation — there is 
freeness and fidnes^-pardon and 
purification — hope and holiness. 
The covenant of grace includes 
the two grand privileges thus ex- 
pressed. " I will write My law in 
their hearts," says the covenant 
God, "because I will [first] be 
merciful to their unrighteousness." 
Thus, enabled and encouraged, 
those who hope in God must be 
oareM to maintain good works, t 



• P». cxix. 17, 117, 124, 132, 133, 146, 166, 174. 
t Titus iii 8. 



Digitized by 



Google 



356 8EBU0K xm. ' 

The Lord knoweth them that are 
His; and let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity.* Faith is a deso- 
late work without a good con- 
science ; it is a carcase without a 
living soul; "what God hath 
joined together, let not man put 
asunder." 

III. Perhaps the most striking 
expressions as to this union of hope 
and holiness are to be found in the 
apostle Peter's words, " Him hath 
God exalted with His right hand 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 
to give repentance unto Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins ;"t and in the 
testimony of the apostle Paul, " I 
have kept back nothing that was 
profitable, testifying both to the 

♦ 2 Tim, ii 19. t Acts v. 31. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TWO-FOLD SALVATION. 35V 

Jews and also to the Greeks, re* 
pentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ."* 
Some professed believers in Christ 
are trying to feel safe for eternity 
through the mercy of the Saviour, 
but they have no godly sorrow for 
sin; no repentance from dead 
works. Now God has joined to^ 
gether repentance and forgiveness, 
repentance and faith. He who 
looks to Christ crucified for our 
offences, mourns for Him whom 
our sins pierced, t and exclaims, 
What have I to do any more with 
idols I what shall I render to the 
Lord t He who feels the evil and 
shame of sin accepts the invitation 
to get rid of sin by laying it upon 
Jesus, and thus securing that all is 
atoned for and forgiven. He who 

♦ Acts XX, 20, 21. t Zech. xiL 10. 
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supposes himself to be penitent 
and repentant, can prove it only 
by his looking to Jesus for free 
forgiveness. He who trusts that 
he is forgiven, must make sure 
that he has desired forgiveness, 
and that he has that practical 
hatred of sin which maintains the 
desire and prayer for pardon. He 
who says he abides in Christ must 
himself walk as Jesus walked.* 
Hence Jesus preached that men 
should repent ; and left the com- 
mission to His apostles that both 
repentance and the remission of 
sins should be preached in His 
name.t Hence arises the joining 
together of hope and fear, rejoicing 
and trembling. ^' I have hope in 
God," said Paul, "axd I exercise 
myself to have always a conscience 

* 1 John iL 6. f Luke xxiv. 47. 
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void of offence."* " Now our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself and 
God, even our Father, who hath 
loved us, and hath given us ever- 
lasting consolation and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts, 
and stablish you in every good 
word and work."t 

IV. God has also joined together 
particular duties or habits which 
cannot exist asunder, although they 
can be described separately. For 
instance, dependance upon God is 
joined together with the Christian's 
personal diligence. X We are to be 
good and faithM servants, and yet 
not to trust in ourselves. We are 
to trust in the Lord alone, and yet 
to give all diligence to make our 
calling and election sure. Uniting 

* Acts xxiT. 15, 16. X ^ '^^^^'^ ^ 1^> 17. | 2 Pet. I 4, 5. 
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these two habits of dependence 
and diligence, the apostle Paul 
could say, " By the grace of God, I 
am what I am; and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was 
not in Tain, but I laboured more 
abundantly than they alL"* And 
in the conclusion of the same dis- 
course he exclaimed, " Thanks be 
to God who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the works of the 
Lord."t 

Again it is said, "whatsoever 
things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we, 
through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures, might have hope." t 
We must make use of the Scrip- 

♦ 1 Cor. rv. 10. t 1 Cor. xv. 57, 68. J Eomu xv. 4. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TWO-FOLD SALVATION. 361 

tures with persevering diligence, 
and with patient submission to the 
good Lord's dictation, while at the 
same tune we look for comfort to 
God's simple word. The most 
patient study of God will leave 
our souls destitute, unless as sin- 
ners we feel our need of the con- 
solation that is in Christ. On the 
other hand, if we grasp at mere 
comfort, and impatiently contra- 
dict whatever part of God's word 
seems hard or mysterious, we shall 
obtain no comfort through our 
lack of patience, asunder from 
which the true and everlasting 
comfort cannot be found. 

Another union of duties or 
habits is set forth in our Saviour's 
commandment, " Watch and Pray "* 
— ^and in the apostolical precepts, 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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^ watch unto prayer* — ^praying al* 
ways with all prayer and supplica- 
tion in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance." t 
When we pray against temptation, 
we must watch ; when we watch, 
we must pray — ^praying always, 
and persevering in watchfulness. 
If we pray for any spiritual bless- 
ing, we must watch for the answer. 
All true prayer proceeds from ihe 
hearts of watchful Christians, who 
are upon their guard against evil, 
and who are looking out for the 
full inheritance of | the Bible's ex- 
ceeding great and precious pro- 
mises. We are to keep our hearts 
with all diligence ; and we are to 
commit the keeping our souls to 
God the Saviour and the Sancti- 
fier. 

• 1 Peter iv. 17i t EpL vL 18. 
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V. The only other pair of dnti«B 
to which I shall allude is to be 
found in the Saviour's words to 
Peter, " When thou art converted, 
strengthen Thy brethren ; " * and in 
the testimony of the apostle John, 
'^ This is His commandment, That 
we should believe on the name of 
His Son, Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, as He gave us command- 
ment." t Observe, also, the two- 
fold description of those who attain 
to the resurrection to eternal life : 
— "They that be wise, and they 
that turn many to righteousness.'' t 
The prayer of David and the reso- 
lution joined with it may be 
adopted by any private Christian : 
—•"Restore unto me the joy of 
Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free Spirit ; then wiU I 

* Luke xziL 32. f 1 John ilL 23. X Dan. xii. 3. 
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teach trangressors Thy ways, and 
sinners shall be converted unto 
Thee."* Too many persons think 
it unreasonable that they should 
be called upon to help forward 
their neighbours' moral and reli- 
gious interests; they say, "every 
man for himself." But that is to 
put asunder what God has joined 
together. Personal religion is in- 
separably united to (what may be 
called) neighbourly religion. A 
man is his own destroyer, who 
leaves his brother to perish. A 
man has no pity on his own soul 
who has no earnest feelings for the 
souls of his neighbours. Private 
Christian prudence is by God join- 
ed together with self-denying pub- 
lic spirit. So all private Christians 
ought to pray in the Psalmist's 

• Ps. E 12, 13. 
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words, " God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us, and cause His face 
to shine upon us; that Thy way 
may be known upon earth, Thy 
saying health among all nations." * 
This commandment we have re- 
ceived from Him, that he who 
loveth God, love His brother also, t 
Love to God, love to our own 
souls, love to our fellow sinners' 
souls, God has joined together; 
and only the imitators of Cain will 
put them asunder. All who are 
wise unto salvation are thoroughly 
furnished for all good works. X 

My Mends, every doctrine and 
duty calls for separate attention ; 
but it is also most important for 
you to observe the union and co- 
operation of doctrines and duties. 

♦ Pa IxYiL 1, 2. t 1 John iv. 21. J 2 Tim. iii 17, 
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It is useM for self-examination. 
For instance, if you wish to be 
sure tliat you are repentant, you 
should make sure of having beli^ 
and confidence in Jesus Christ. 
And if you wish evidence of your 
faith in Christ, examine your con- 
victions and resolutions as to re- 
pentance from dead works, and the 
dedication of heart and life to God. 
What proves the reality of either 
habit must prove the reality of 
the other, from which it is inse- 
parable. They who put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, cease to make pro- 
vision for fulfilling the forbidden 
lusts of the flesh. * See how the 
apostle John illustrates the in- 
separable union of our own 
possession of salvation, and our 
desire for the salvation of others. 

• ' • Rom. xiiL 14. 
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He represents the two as testify- 
ing to each other, by turns, ac- 
cording to the successive demands 
of self-examination. First, he 
says, "We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren,"* 
and then, " By this we know that 
we love the children of God, 
when we love God and keep His 
commandments." t 

And not only for self-examina- 
tion, but also for the improving 
and strengthening of the Christian 
character, the study of the mutual 
relationship of Scriptural privi- 
leges and principles is evidently 
valuable. By increase of faith 
repentance is deepened. By study- 
ing Christ's example in our daily 
endeavours to imitate it, the per- 

* I JobQ iiL U. f 1 John v<, 2. 
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fection of His imputed righteous- 
ness is kept before our minds and 
gets a fast hold of our thoughts. 
By committing the souls of Mends 
and neighbours to the Saviour, 
we are kept in a state of thought- 
fulness and watchftdness as to 
ourselves. Breadth of aim and 
largeness of heart, looking up to the 
throne of God, looking abroad 
over heaven and earth, rejoicing 
with angels over any and every 
case of repentance, and saying. Let 
the people praise Thee, O God,let all 
the people praise Thee — ^all this 
will return into the bosom of the 
believer himself And his own 
peace of mind, and individual 
conscientiousness, and consistent 
personal religion, will be a prac- 
tical contribution to the religion 
of the world. It will have eflPect 
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in spreading a spirit of inquiry as 
to the Saviour's message, the 
Scriptures' teaching, and the wants 
of every sinner. 

" Trust, then, in the Lord, and 
do good." * " Believe and obey." t 
Rejoice, and work righteousness t 
like a Christian who is complete 
in Christ, and who can confidently 
say, "He set my feet upon a 
rock, and established my goings." § 

• Pa. xxxvii 3. t Ps. cxix, 114, 116. J Isa. Ixiv. 5, 
§ Ps. xL 2. 
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Matthew v. 13-16. 

Ye are the salt of the earth ; but if the salt have 
lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? — 
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye 
are the light of the world ; a city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light 
a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick, and it giveth light unto aU that 
are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 

Hi'^RE, as in many other instances, 
our Lord appeals to simple observ- 
ation and to common sense. If 
salt haye lost its savour, it cannot 
be re-salted. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hid. Even a lighted 
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candle can give no light, if it be 
put aside, and both itself and its 
light be concealed. Such state- 
ments are self-evident. 

The Jews would understand all 
our Lord^s allusions to salt, a great 
quantity of which was used in the 
temple offerings. It was mineral 
salt, obtained from the rocks in 
the Valley of Salt An old 
traveller, Henry Maundrell, thus 
described this valley: "On the 
side towards Gibul there is a 
small precipice, occasioned by 
the continual taking away of the 
salt; and in this you may see 
how the veins of it lie. I broke 
a piece of it, of which that part 
that was exposed to the sun, rain, 
and air, though it had the sparks 
and particles of salt, yet it had 
perfectly lost its savour; the 
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inner part, which was connected 
with the rock, retained its savour, 
as I found by proof." If, then, 
any of the salt brought to the 
temple had become insipid by 
exposure to the sun, air, or rain, 
it was thrown out as useless. 
And being found as a heap of 
rubbish, it was taken to fill up, or 
to repair, the roads. 

When Jesus spoke from the 
Mount, He probably pointed to 
some town or village built on a 
neighbouring hill. And, perhaps, 
every one knows some lai^er or 
smaller town, which, owing to its 
high situation, is continually in 
view, and is recognized as a 
serviceable landmark. So a 
lighted candle, if in a good 
position, can give light to all who 
live in a house. 
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From these observations we are 
to learn 

I. The usefulness which is ex- 
pected from Christians. 

II. The essential qualification 
for usefulness. 

III. The unselfish motive for 
usefulness. "Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven." 

Consider 

I. The usefulness which is eX' 
pectedfrom Christians, The mem- 
bers of the Church of the living 
God are compared to salt, because 
of the usefulness expected from 
them. Goodness, in a Christian, 
is no more an empty phrase than 
goodness in salt. The question 
is. Is the salt good for anything I 
— or is it good for nothing t K it 
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be good for nothing, it can have 
no complimentary goodness, even 
though its particles and its spark- 
ling may give it the appearance 
of good salt. So, if a professed 
servant of God be useless, he is 
not good in God^s estimation ; he 
does no good ; he is not good for 
anything; he is "good for nothing." 
The savour of salt, or (in one word) 
its saltness, makes it useful, in pro- 
perly regulated quantities, both for 
the fertilizing of some stubborn 
kuids of soil, and for preserving 
meat from corruption. Its savour, 
also, brought it into use as an 
ingredient of the food of man. 

Any one who buys, or who asks 
for, salt, takes for granted that it 
possesses its peculiar savour. So 
usefulness is expected from the 
professing Christian. Sin has 
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brought corruption into the world. 
The grace of God, in bringing any 
man to faith and repentance, is 
intended to preserve the world 
from utter corruption and ruin. 
The savour of God's grace is not 
for a selfish man's own benefit, 
but it is for a good man's useM- 
ness to those around him. It is the 
grace of God made known to men 
by the agency of living souls, 
which preserves a righteous rem- 
nant in the world. Those who 
are turned to God are expected to 
be instrumental in turning many 
to righteousness. The grace of 
God, which brings salvation to 
the individual, becomes thus a 
monumental message of salvation 
to his family, and to his neighbour. 
Not only does God expect this, . 
but even the world expects this 
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as a proof of genuine religious 
profession. 

This is more clearly seen in the 
comparison to a city set upon a 
hilL The profession of a true 
hope in the grace of God is equiva- 
lent to an invitation to our fellow- 
men to watch for, and to ohserve, 
our zeal for God and His service. 
" A city set upon a hill cannot be 
hid." We may be tempted to 
endeavour to reason away the 
calls of our own consciences, but 
we cannot remove the expecta- 
tions of surrounding witnesses. 
We can try to get out of hearing 
when conscience or good counsel 
invites us to usefulness, but we 
cannot, as long as we profess god- 
liness, get out of sight of the 
world with its envious eyes and 
critical judgment. 
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The Jewish nation were raised 
to their high position in the world 
for the world's spiritual good. As 
true worshippers of God, they 
were the salt to preserve the 
world from idolatry. As the 
frequenters of the temple at 
Jerusalem, they were a light to 
point the world to the Lamb of 
God. What could have been said 
of their own holy city ought still 
more to have been applicable to 
the priests, and Levites, and con- 
gregations within it. Beautifrd 
for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth, is mount Zion ; Jerusalem, 
that bringeth good tidings; God 
is known in her palaces for a 
refuge. From God's expectations 
as to the Jews, Christians should 
learn how much is now expected 
from the Church of Christ. 
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It is by individuals, one by one, 
being saved, that the whole world 
does not become a mass of hope- 
less corruption. Our eyes must 
not rest upon the ends of the 
earth, neither must they refuse to 
to look away from home. A real 
missionary spirit points us to our 
duty to individual hearts, under- 
standings, and consciences around 
our own dwellings, and, also, 
teaches us to pity the precious 
souls of strangers and foreigners, 
and to go (or send) into all the 
world, with the oflPer of redemp- 
tion from spiritual corruption, 
and from everlasting destruction. 
The world will be kept from 
becoming worse, only if it be- 
comes better through Christians 
being among its inhabitants. 

From a lighted candle we ex- 
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pect not merely the power to give 
light, but the actual giving of 
light. The praise of a candle, or 
a lamp, is not that we may 
rationally or charitably suppose 
that it might possibly give light* 
Charity is out of place in a judg- 
ment as to a candle under a 
bushel, whether it does, or does 
not, give light So the judgment 
of charity cannot come to our 
help when there is question of 
fact, as to the present usefulness, 
or uselessness, of any professing 
Christian. 

Let us consider 

II. The essential qualification for 
usefulness — this is evident from 
the direction, "Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may 
see your good works " — there 
must be good works, and there 
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must be principles which make 
your works good. We may say 
correctly, that a good man is a 
man whose actions are good ; and, 
also, that it is the character which 
gives weight toa man^s statements, 
and counsels, and reproofs. 

The "good worifs," of which 
Jesus speaks, are not only the 
works of the hands, but also the 
words of the mouth, as represent- 
ing the meditations of the heart. 
What is required then is, that you 
dedicate yourselves to the service 
of God, deliberately resolving to 
be serviceable in the cause of right- 
eousness and of salvation. 

In order that there may be use- 
fulness in the life, there must be 
grace in the heart. Reality and 
steadiness in good works can pro- 
ceed only from a heart purified by 
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faith. Professedly good works are 
really good, only when we reckon 
ourselves dead to sin, and alive to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and when we yield ourselves to 
God, as those who are alive from 
the dead. 

The God of nature gave its salt- 
ness to the material of salt; the 
God of salvation must give grace 
to the heart, so that Christians 
may, first, give their own them- 
selves to God, and then to the 
promotion of his cause, and the 
benefit of mankind. 

The light of the world is derived 
from Christ, who is himself the 
heavenly flame. The churches are 
but the candlesticks. A Christian 
is like a candle, or like the wick of 
a lamp, or a burner on the lustre. 
Christ, as the author of salvation 
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— Christ, as the substance of sal- 
vation — ^must be known and re- 
cognized by a man's heart, if any 
other soul is to be enlightened 
through his neighbourly assistance. 
We speak of a light, not only as 
meaning light itself, but also as 
meaning some medium for spread- 
ing or reflecting light. The light 
itself is one thing, and the instru* 
ment for giving light is another 
thing; although each of the two 
things may receive the name of 
Ught. 

God said, "Let there be light, 
and there was light;" how the 
light was diffused then, we are not 
told. But on the fourth day of 
creation, God said, " Let there be 
lights in the firmament of the 
heaven .... let them be for lights 
* ... to give light upon the earth.^ 
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The lights here spoken of are in-» 
struments of light The sun, 
moon, and stars are the means of 
communicating light to God^s crea-> 
tures. They are therefore caUed 
lights — ^what the substance of light 
is, we cannot know. But we know, 
or may know, that Christ is the 
substance of religious light A 
Christian is a light, only as he 
holds up Christ to view, just as 
the YFick of a candle or lamp holds 
up the flame. 

light cannot be darkness. But 
a light may; and if we depend 
upon such an instrument or piece 
of furniture, we may be left in 
darkness sometimes. *So Jesus 
said, '' If the light that is in thee 
be darkness, how great is that 
darkness." The light, or lamp of 
the body is the eye. If the eye, 
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though outwardly uninjured, be 
organically useless, then what the 
whole hody depends upon for light 
fails it, and there is total hlindness 
and darkness. It matters not how 
many candlesticks or lamps there 
may he in a house, if either they 
cannot he lighted, or if the flame 
he not applied to them. And so it 
matters not how many professing 
Christians there may he in a neigh- 
hourhood, if Christ he not the light 
of their souls. If they will not re- 
ceive this true and only light, they 
are themselves darkness, and can»- 
not he lights in the world. 

It is in Christ Jesus, as a pre- 
sent Saviour, that professing Chris- 
tians are created unto good works. 
Their personal faith and love to 
the Saviour are essential to suc- 
cessful endeavours for the pure 
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and permanent deliverance of their 
fellow-men from the state and the 
works of darkness. If lighted up 
with Christ, the words of those 
who seek to be useful, are fitted to 
bring light to the dark souls of 
sinners. The silent testimony of 
a converted life also contributes to 
the enlightenment of a world lying 
in wickedness. The very change 
from ungodliness to godliness is a 
clear and evident argument for the 
practical benefit of the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ And like 
a city set on a hill, such a change 
of principle and of feeling cannot 
be hid. 

Observe, 

III. The unselfish motive for 
Christian usefulness — " that men 
may glorify your Father who is 

2 B 
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in heaven." His glory is intended 
in the comparison of his people to 
the salt of the earth, or to a city set 
on a hill, or to a light for all in the 
house. 

The salt owes everything to the 
Creator; the stone and lime of a 
city could not congregate and 
settle upon the rising ground; 
neither can the candle find its own 
way to the candlestick, or be a 
self-enlightener. There is no com- 
pliment or flattery possible in such 
cases. Either there is saltness, or 
there is none. Either there is light, 
or there is none. Either there is 
an elevated position, or there is 
none. The salt, the houses, and 
the light cannot hear praises or 
enjoy rewards. It is to state a 
fact, and not to pass a compliment, 
that we say, " salt is good." It is 
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good ; that is, it serves its purpose, 
and it is useful. And to the Crea- 
tor all the praise for its goodness 
belongs. 

Though this seems unquestion- 
able, yet many persons suppose 
that spiritual pride is the charac- 
teristic of the claim of Oluistians 
to be '' the salt of the earth." To 
shrink from such a claim seems to 
be humility. But I pray you to 
consider tlie question, what is im- 
plied in comparing Christians to 
good salt? It is that they them- 
selves have received the gifit of 
salvation ; and '^ a man can receive 
nothing except it be given him 
from heaven." The nothingness 
and worthlessness of the sinner, 
and the grace and glory of our 
Father in heaven, are the plain 
truths implied. What the world 
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still is, the Christian himself was; 
— ^who made him to differ t — what 
has he which he did not receive t 
— and if he has received any good 
thing, he clearly cannot hoast in 
himself, hut only in the Giver. He 
will not hoastfdlly uphraid the 
world, hut will desire that mankind 
may he saved, as he has heen. 

The Christian acts as salt for 
the earth, hy testifying to the 
grace of the Saviour. His testi- 
mony to other men is, "HE has 
saved me, a great sinner, therefore 
HE must he ahle to save yon." 
Could self-conceit say this ? — Is it 
self-praise to work upon the mass 
of worldliness, ignorance, and 
crime, hy pointing to yourself as a 
great sinner, hy declaring that be- 
cause you were capable of being 
turned to God and clothed with 
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salvation, therefore the worst of 
smners arc? They, like you, may 
lay hold on the hope set before us, 
and may with confidence employ 
your Saviour to be theirs. Is that 
complimentary to personal vanity? 
— ^is a levelling process self-exalt- 
ing? If the world be exposed as 
corrupt, the Christian is exposing 
his own corruption as an individual 
specimen of its sinful population. 
The facts, — ^the universally hum- 
bling facts, are these: the world at 
large is without salvation; every 
individual rescued from corruption 
and destruction is saved, not by 
himself, but by God the Saviour ; 
as, one by one, individuals are 
saved, the corruption of the world 
diminishes to the glory of the 
Saviour; a saved soul is one of the 
individuals of this new creation, 
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and feels inclined to spread the 
salutary savour, even though in 
telling his experience of Grod's 
power and grace, he is plainly 
confessing his own weakness and 
sinfulness. 

The comparison of the Church to 
" a city that is set on a hill" is equally 
discouraging to personal arro- 
gance. To the Master-huilder be- 
longs all the credit due to the ele- 
vation and duration of such a city. 
The figure points to gracious privi- 
leges. Capernaum was "exalted 
to heaven" through hearing so 
much of Jesus Christ, and of the 
offer of repentance and forgiveness 
through Him. The exalted privi- 
leges of Christians remind them of 
their originally low estate. It is 
by calling attention to Him who 
remembered them in their low 
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estate, that the Church answers 
the comparison of a city set on a 
hilL There is no hoasting in this 
— ^no glorying, except in God the 
Saviour. 

To tliink of themselves as '^-the 
light of the world," perhaps is the 
thought that seems to some Chris- 
tians to he professing too much. 
But if you regard yourselves as 
mere mechanism — ^as mere instru- 
ments for conveying the light — 
then there is notJiing hut what is 
consistent with the most real 
humility. 

The Apostle speaks to the Philip- 
pians of a crooked and pervea*se 
generation, "among whom," says 
he, "ye shine as lights in the 
world." The margin of the Bihle 
suggests a change from a descrip- 
tion of Christisms, to a command- 

/ Google 



Digitized by ^ 



392 8ERM0K XIV. 

ment addressed to them, '^ shine as 
lights in the world.'' Some per- 
sons would prefer the altered 
translation, as implying less pre- 
tension in Christians. But a com- 
mand from God implies pow^ to 
obey it. God gives no command- 
ment without giving sufficient 
strength for obedience. It is 
therefore possible for Christians 
to be lights in the world. 

You may say. Only advanced 
Christians can be so. But this is 
a mistake, arising from confound- 
ing the candlestick with the flame. 
Consider the Apostle's full state- 
ment: — ^'ye shine as lights in the 
woiid, holding forth the word of 
life." The Christian is thus truly 
humble, in believing himself to be 
a simple light-bearer, God in His 
word being the bright light. The 
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Christian in himself is as dark as a 
m&^ lamp or wick without the 
flame. The true light is the word 
of life, which speaks of Jesus Christ 
and eternal life. You, my Mends, 
may " shine as lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of life," 
simply hy repeating to others those 
Scriptural promises which encour- 
aged you as sinners to flee for 
reftige to the Saviour. There is 
no pretence to hrilliant philosophy 
or genius in considering your- 
selves, in such a sense, lights in 
the world. It is Jesus Christ 
whom you hold forth — Christ, ihe 
light, whom your feehle instru- 
mentality holds forth to view. 

Even to speak of your own 
goodness is no boasting in light or 
lustre of your own, if you give the 
glory to Christ. Once converted, 
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yoa can at once be, and consider 
yourself to be, a light of the worid 
— ^a light holding forth the glory 
of God the Saviour, who has done 
such great things for you. Sui^ 
rounded by dying sinners, lose no 
time in holding out your Saviour 
as suited to them. A man can 
with all humility say, / was once 
revengeful^ " in the gall of bitter- 
ness;" but Christ's love to me has 
cured me. Or, / was impure; but 
the grace of Christ taught me 
purity. Or, / was intemperaie; 
but from Christ and His free sal- 
vation I learned the motives and 
the means of temperance. Is not 
all this to the glory of the Saviour 
alone 1 Is it not actually saying, 
" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but unto Thy name give glory, 
for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's 
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sake? " It is because " the world 
lying in wickedness" is of the 
same material as your native seh^ 
that your knowledge of a Saviour 
for youbrings along with it a know- 
ledge of a Saviour fitted for the 
world: the same, the only Saviour. 
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so is the Son of 
Man lifted up, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life." 

I trust there is not one now 
hearing me, who thinks himself or 
herself not addressed, when I say 
to you, to all and to each, it is 
possible — ^it is God's command — 
that you should be salt to the 
earth, a light and a landmark 
to the world. It is not because 
you are too humble, that any of 
you are not so already. It is be- 
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cause you are not humble — ^not 
sufficiently humbled to lie low at 
the foot of the cross, and to glory 
only in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. If you were humble 
enough to look on yourself as dy- 
ing in your sins, you would listen 
with wonder and thankfulness to 
Christ's invitation, "Look to me, 
and be saved ;" and you would re- 
peat the good news to a world of 
fellow-sinners. Hie more dark in 
your own opinion your uncon- 
verted heart and life have been, 
the more likely you are to be a 
burning and shining light; be- 
cause the more striking and re- 
markable will be your obligations 
to the salvation of the Lord. 
While truth and humility make 
you say, like John the Baptist, that 
you are not that light ; you should 
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add, that you can bear witness to 
the true light. Say, I was once 
darkness, but now I am light in 
the Lord; and thus, while hum- 
bling yourself, you are pointing 
out the light to those who are still 
in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death. 

It was a striking testimony 
which Paul could give to the 
ancient Christians of Rome, '' I am 
persuaded of you that ye all are 
foil of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish 
one another.'' Groodness, as I have 
already said, is usefulness. Good 
worlcsare necessary, that Christians 
maybe useMin the family of Christ. 
The salt must dif^e its savour, 
the lamp must make manifest the 
heavenly fire. O bring this com- 
mon sense into your religion. Be 
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servants to God your Saviour — 
good and faithM servants. Be 
good, by setting yourselves to do 
good. The question is not so 
much, Are you good 1 as, What are 
you good fort 

It is not a mere dictatorial com- 
mand, that " those who believe in 
God should be careful to maintain 
good works." No, the apostle ex- 
plains it thus : '' learn to maintain 
good works for necessary uses." 
There is good to be done; there 
are evils to be guarded against; 
there are souls to be saved ; there 
are sins to be cured; there are 
temptations to be removed out of 
our brother's way. Be like the 
preserving salt, or the city visible 
from far, or the bright shining 
candle, according as each occasion 
requires — ^in the service of your 
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Lord and Saviour — ^in the work of 
faith and lahour of love — ^in the 
thankful and humhle showing 
forth of the excellences and praises 
of Hm, who called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XV. 



BoMANS n. 7. 

"To them who, by patient continuance in weD- 
doing, seek for glory, honour and immortality, eter* 
nal life." 

Here is one of the simplest regu- 
lations for the proceedings of the 
judgment day. It is a clear rule 
of justice; but it answers no in- 
quiry as to the history of the human 
race. Still less does this Scripture 
disprove the other Scriptures, from 
which we learn that no mere man, 
when his life upon earth shall be 
reviewed, shall be able to say, that 
uniformly, from his cradle to his 
grave, he has done well. 
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Hie regulation has to do, not 
with men that have been always 
righteous, but with men who have 
become repentant on account of 
their unrighteousness, and have 
been created anew in Christ Jesus, 
unto good works. Tlieir well-doing 
did not begin with their natural 
inclinations and infant intelligence. 
It began when they, by the Holy 
Spirit, had been taught "repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ." It is only 
after such a begmning, that any 
man^s life is a continuance in well- 
doing. 

The regulation accordingly sets 
before us the ambition^ the prose' 
cution, and the petfection of " new- 
ness of life." 

. I. The ambition, peculiar to 
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newness of life, is exhibited in 
"seeking glory, honour, and im- 
mortality.'' 

Let it not be supposed that the 
word " ambition " cannot be asso- 
ciated with real Christianity. It 
is in the choice of objects of ambi- 
tion that unchristian men sin, as 
well as in the methods which they 
employ to gain their object. The 
lofty aims of a Christian soul can 
be spoken of as ambition, in the 
style of the apostle Paul, when he 
uses the word " covet." " Covet 
earnestly the best gifts.'' The 
Gospel excites us to seek an incor- 
ruptible crown — a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. 

" Glory, honour, and immor- 
tality" are words descriptive of 
one great object which may be 
variously expressed, thus : '* glori- 
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ous and immortal honour;^' or 
" honourable and immortal glory;" 
or " a glorious and honourable im- 
mortality.'' Or take the words 
separately. In the sight of God, 
*' glory '' implies a pure and approv- 
ing conscience ; " honour '* implies 
admiring and worthy witnesses; 
and " immortality " is required to 
give reality to both. 

The eternal God must be taken 
into account. It is their leaving 
God out of view, that makes men's 
ambition for glory and honour so 
unholy and so absurd. 

All men have some ambition, 
though some men seem to have 
none. We wish that a spark of 
worthy ambition would animate 
those who seem content to lead an 
animal life, and cannot be roused 
from sottishness or from trifling. 
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But though they have no rational, 
or manly, or heavenly ambition, 
they have some. They do seek for 
testimony in their own fevour, 
such as, that there are worse men 
than they; or that they are no 
hypocrites; or that they are ene- 
mies to no one except to them- 
selves. Tliere are also those, whom 
one apostle describes as "raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame ;'^ and whom 
another describes as " glorying in 
their shame/^ 

Jesus pointedly exposed the de- 
fect of an ambition which neglect- 
ed God in its calculations. He 
said to the leaders of the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, "How can ye believe, 
who receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour that Com- 
eth from God only f The Jewish 
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scribes gloried in their interpreta- 
tions of Scripture, and they had 
decided that Jesus could not be 
the true Messiah. Their glory 
was that their opinion was infal*- 
lible and unchangeable ; and their 
honour in the eyes of the people 
was therefore at Stake. Hiey had 
given out their adverse decision 
regarding Jesus. They had as- 
cribed to ignorance any inclination 
to believe him to be the promised 
Saviour. They triumphantly asked, 
" Have any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed in him V — ^were 
they then to give up their reputa- 
tion for infallibility t If any indi- 
vidual from among their high class 
had come to adhere to the cause of 
Jesus, he would have lost his re- 
putation among his equals, and 
would have been cast out in order 
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to save the reputation of his class. 
Though the words of God's book 
were studied by those men, yet the 
world and not God was the object 
of their ambition. They were 
seeking mortal flattery, not im- 
mortal honour. How could they 
believe? Though with God no- 
tiling is impossible, a more hope- 
less barrier to repentant faith could 
not be imagined. 

"To seek the honour which 
Cometh from God only,** is the 
ambition which seeks and secures 
"glory, honour, and immortality." 
And, therefore, the God of tibe 
Bible most urgently charges you 
to seek this. By the mouth of 
Jeremiah, He said, "Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man 
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glory in his riches: But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth Me 
that I am the Lord, who exercise 
loving-kindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord." And 
with a fuller application to Gospel 
times, the apostle Paul repeats the 
same message : " Ye see your call- 
ing, brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called. 
But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound 
the wise; aad God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are 
mighty; and base things of the 
world, and things which are des- 
pised, God hath chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to 
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nought things that are, that no 
flesh should glory in his presence. 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wis- 
dom and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication and redemption, that (ac- 
cording as it is written) he that 
glorieth let him glory in the Lord.** 
On another occasion, he prodaims 
the message thus : " He tiiat glori- 
eth, let him glory in the Lord. 
For not he that commendeth him- 
self is approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth/ 

This seeking of a glorious and 
honourable immortality in God^s 
favour is (as I said before) an am- 
bition peculiar to newness of life. 
The cherishing of such an ambition 
dates from our being reconciled to 
God by Jesus Christ. It is our 
building up ourselves upon our 
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most holy faith. Whatever men 
may desire as to the fdtwe state 
after death, unless they are at 
peace with God through Jesus 
Christ, they do not desire a glori- 
ous and honourable immortality. 
They have various wishes on this 
subject. 

Some men would rejoice to think 
of death as their end. They envy 
the beasts that perish. They wish 
they could persuade themselves 
that their life upon earth would be 
foUowed up by no reckoning and 
no reward. They wish to forget, 
and to be forgotten. Certainly 
such wishes cannot be called, 
"seeking glbry, honour, and im- 
mortality." 

Other men are determined to 
lead a worldly, thoughtless, or 
sensual life, as long as they dare. 
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They would wish on then* death* 
bed to bargain for their safety 
from the torments of helL They 
have no longing hopes as to God's 
presence and heaven's praises, ex- 
cept that they know that there is 
no suffering there, and that pun* 
ishment is escaped from there. A 
mere hair-breadth escape from the 
abode of '' shame, and eyerlasting 
contempt,'' without any preparst- 
tion for another and better abode, 
— such an object of ambition is, of 
course, a delusion. And who can 
call it '' a glorious and honourable 
immortaUty!" 

Or if the judgment -to -come 
arouses the soul to nothing but the 
getting up of a personal defence 
against some of the more disgrace- 
ful accusations of God's broken 
law, — supposing that such a de- 
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fence be successAil as far as it 
goes — ^where is any thought about 
the things that are honourable and 
lovely, and of good report in the . 
presence of God ! 

Or if we are bent upon establish- 
ing a righteousness of our own, 
made up of fireside virtues, of mar- 
ket-place decencies, and of sanc- 
tuary gravity; and if our ambition 
has nothing better to work with 
than our own righteousness, which, 
compared with heaven's white 
robes, are filthy rags; — ^then our 
intellects, our consciences and our 
hearts are not possessed with 
scriptural views of " glory, honour 
and immortality." 

But remember, until you, my 
friends, have committed your soids 
to the Saviour, in repentant faith, 
you can have no higher objects 
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than those which I have just hinted 
at. A standard of heathen morality 
may occupy itself with a Maho- 
metan or Elysian heaven, but 
not with any of the many man- 
sions and majestic services, of 
which Jesus speaks in alluding to 
His Fatiier's House. To seek 
future safety, at the hiding of mere 
self-interest, is the utmost which 
man can think of, untU Christ, as 
the giver of eternal life, wins his 
approving and affectionate £aith. 
The terrors, with which a guilty 
conscience invests the world to 
come, cannot allow any calm 
thoughts on the suhject of immor^ 
tality — still less, any pleasing am- 
hition. But this amhition began 
in the case of Paul when death 
had lost its terrors to him, and 
when Christ, the conqueror of 
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death, had delivered him from 
such fears. After stating his 
abiding confidence, and his will- 
ingness to be absent from the 
body, and present with ihe Lord, 
' — he adds, " wherefore we labour, 
that whether present or absent, 
we may be accepted of Him," — 
that, as His servants, we may 
please Him. 

A disinterested resolution to 
please God can be made, as soon 
as our acquittal at the Judgment- 
seat is ensured, in consequence of 
our agreeing to be saved, through 
Christ alone. When we know 
that our good works are not the 
purchase-money of salvation, and 
that Christ's finished work requires 
no additions in order to make our 
footing sure, then we are free and 
ready, like the very angels, to do 
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God^s commandments in the spirit 
of obedience. Our ambition, then, 
is to do the work of the angels in 
heaven, to please our heavenly 
Father on their imselfish system, 
having the crucified Redeemer 
specially in our view, and striving 
to do His will on earth as it is 
done in heaven. This is the am- 
bition described in my text. 

II. The prosecution of newness 
of life is described in the phrase, 
" patient continuance in well- 
doing." 

The prosecution of Christian 
ambition also distinguishes it from 
worldly ambition. Unlike worldly 
ambition. Christian ambition can 
never be pointed at as justifying 
injustice or cruelty in those who 
pursue it " WeU-doing "^ is the 
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scheme of action. The apostle 
Peter speaks of two opposite classes 
of suflferers — the first, buffeted on 
account of their faults — the second, 
" doing -well," and suffering for 
that. I quote this to shew that 
well-doing means whatever is the 
opposite of human faults. The 
same apostle tells you to commit 
the keeping of your souls to God 
in well-doing. 

The beginning of weU-doing is 
to commit our souls to God. The 
Gospel terms of reconciliation to 
God were not suggested to God 
by the sinner, but were dictated 
to the sinner by God. With the 
" obedience of faith,'' the soul 
trusts in the Saviour. And the 
same principle of obedience con- 
tinues in the new life. The mo- 
ment that we doubt the sure obU* 
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gations of obedience to God, we 
doubt the foundation of our confi- 
dence. Newness of life is, there- 
fore, new obedience. By obedience, 
we pursue the ambition to share 
in a glorious and honourable in^ 
mortality. 

There is not in your soul the 
beginning of well-doing, until you 
begin to build deliberately on the 
Christian's most holy faith. You 
must first employ Christ to satisfy 
the justly offended Law-giver; 
this is God's commandment. If 
you leave this undone, God can 
see no well-doing in your profess- 
edly good works; for there cannot 
yet be the spirit of obedience in 
you, or you would first have fled 
for refuge to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The law is a broken law 
in your case in the Judge's book; 
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and if you have not taken the 
simple steps for wiping out this 
disgrace, how can you say that 
you delight to please God, and 
that Bfis law is within your heart? 
But when, in seeking and securing 
your union to Christ, you have 
begun to do well, then the Holy 
Spirit has given you a principle 
which will ensure your continuance 
in weU-doing. 

Resolutions to do weU upon any 
other principle have no continu- 
ance. Goodness, without faith 
and love to Jesus Christ, is like a 
morning cloud and' the early dew. 
But new obedience proceeds from 
a sound heart and fixed principles 
and a resolute will. And '' it is God 
who worketh in you to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.** 

The word " patient" implies dif- 
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Acuities and trials. In a course of 
** patient continuance in well-do- 
ing,^ there is much that requires 
patience in the simplest meaning 
of the word. We encoimter the 
"contradiction of sinners," and 
" the laughter of the fooL" And 
patience, in the sense of persecev' 
ance, points to our own hearts, to 
their natural indolence and weari- 
ness and fickleness. Patience, or 
perseverance, in the race set before 
us, requires us often to endure the 
cross and despise the shame. And 
our "looking to Jesus*' is essen- 
tial to such perseverance. With- 
out the joy which He has set be- 
foreour scriptural ambition, — ^with- 
out the love of Him and of His 
will, — ^without the promises of 
strength from Him — ^without such 
stabUshing, strengthening, and 
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settling of the heart, there could 
be no patient continuance in well- 
doing. 

The Christian's ambition differs 
from worldly ambition in requiring 
no extraordinary field or unusual 
scope for its prosecution. The 
world would say that there is little 
or no ambition within the man 
who wishes the account of his 
earthly life to be described by 
"patient continuance in weU-do- 
ing." But this simple impretend- 
ing plan is the very best scheme for 
prosecuting the only real ambition 
for a glorious and honourable im- 
mortality. Thus there can never 
be a lack of opportunity. There 
can never be an unavoidable re- 
tirement from the field of heavenly 
ambition, when it is by patient 
continuance in well-doing that we 
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must seek for glory, honour, and 
immortality. 

It was the exercise of the emi- 
nent public life of Paul " to have 
always a conscience void of offence 
both towards God and towards 
men.^' And this is also the exer^ 
cise of the true Christianas life, 
however unnoticed. He who is 
faithful in a very little would be 
faithful in the greatest office. 
Unfaithfulness in the least is the 
same as unfaithfulness in the 
largest trust. The exercise of 
Paul's conscience was explained 
by his declaring that he believed 
in the inspired record of salvation, 
and had his faith and hope in 
God. This explains the consistent 
persevering conscientiousness of 
the humblest believer. Their am- 
bition as compared with the apos- 
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tie Paul's is speculatively the 
same. And evidently the object 
of Christian ambition can, in 
neither case, be less or more than 
to be addressed by the Saviour 
and the Judge in the glorious and 
honourable words, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant! thou 
hast been faithful in a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of thy 
Lord." 

III. The perfection of newness 
of life is " eternal life." 

Eternal life is not correctly de- 
scribed, if it be supposed to be 
mere safety in a Aiture state. 
The most scriptural description of 
eternal life as the Christian's por- 
tion is the perfection of newness of 
life. This is a scriptural account 
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of it, " Having become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlasting 
life*" God's will is done in hea- 
ven perfectly ; that is eternal life. 
The same will is done upon earth, 
but imperfectly; that is newness of 
life. The blessed end is therefore 
the perfection of new obedience. 
N(yu) the range of personal faith- 
Ailness is "a few things." Then 
it wiU be many things ; there will 
be a continuance in well-doing, 
with all the resolutions of perse- 
verance, and with no more trials 
of patience. Ntm we attain to 
some features of resemblance to 
Him who did good, and who did 
no sin. Then our whole soul shall 
be like Hun, for we shall see Him 
as He is. 
A peaceful death is too partial 
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and limited a description of a Chris- 
tianas ambition. I may almost 
say, that no scriptural scheme of 
ambition mentions death at all. 
Death has no formal place in such 
statements as these, '' holiness the 
fruit, and eternal life the end,'^ and, 
** looking for the m^cy of the 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life.'' It is true that the apostle 
Paul speaks of his great wish to 
finish his earthly course with joy. 
But he said this in the apprehen- 
sion that he would be put to death 
by the sentence of persecutors, 
would certainly be warned before 
hand of his dying hour, and would 
be conscious to the last. 

This time for final arrangements 
and for perfecting preparation, 
which is caUed a death-bed, is not 
a portion of every man's life. It 
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ean with certainty be foretold as 
to no man. You are therefore 
called to continue in well-doing, 
not as those whose work will be 
consciously stopped by death, but 
as those whose deeds in the body 
will be continued in a better field. 
You may be unconscious of the 
experience of dying. Therrfore 
your scheme should be not to 
live well if you hope to die well, 
but to live in time as you hope to 
live in eternity. The picture 
which the Bible draws of tiie be- 
ginning of heavenly perfection is 
your Saviour coming and finding 
you at work. " Therefore, beloved, 
seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent, that ye may be found 
of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless." 

Consider that there must first be 
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reconciliation between God and 
you through Jesus Christ; next, 
new obedience ; and, then, perfec- 
tion in eternal life. I say, consi- 
der this, and take it as the true 
answer to the objection, that "if 
eternal life follows patient contin- 
uance in well-doing, then the doc- 
trine of eternal life as the free gift 
of God through Jesus Christ is 
contradicted." The scriptural doc- 
trine is that eternal life is a free 
gift, but also a real gift. It is a 
gift not only spoken of, but given. 
It is a new life ripening into pure 
and heavenly immortality. 

If you consider eternal life as 
the Judge's sentence, you should 
remember the useftd distinction of 
the old divines, namely, that the 
relation between eternal blessed- 
ness and present weU-doing is a 

/Google 



Digitized by > 



426 SEBM.OS XV. 

relation of quality, but not of 
equality. The life prolonged to 
eternity is of the same quality as 
the life of new obedience here« 
But there is no equality between 
God's sentence and our deservings. 
^^ Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord." " He that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever." Un- 
less your ambition is to do the will 
of God, you do not wish for eternal 
life. You may say that you wish 
to escape the coming wrath. But 
that is not enough. Those whose 
hopes and wishes find exercise in 
"patient continuance in well-doing" 
— ^they wish for heaven, and they 
shall have it. But none are to have 
heaven, who do not wish it. That 
which they ought to have sought 
for will not be thrust upon their 
attention at the judgment day. It 
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is presented to you now. O seek 
it from the only Saviour. When 
the Judge appears, you will con- 
tinue for ever as you are, not as 
you ought to he, or as you may 
then hegin to wish you had heen. 
This is the suhstance of the differ- 
ent sentences: — "He that is unjust 
let him he unjust still. He that is 
filthy, let him he filthy still. He 
that is righteous, let him he righ- 
teous still. He that is holy, let 
him he holy still." 
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Acts u. 21. 

" And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

The glory of the Gospel consists 
in its simplicity. Man is inclined 
to suppose that heaven is to be 
obtained by his own works, and 
that God's offer must contain a 
long catalogue of conditions. But 
can we say that any conditions are 
put in the way between us and 
heaven? when it is said, "Ask, 
and it shall be given to you. Seek 
and ye shall find. Knock, and it 
shall be opened to you. For every 
one that asketh receiveth^ — that is, 
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(as it is expressed in my text,) 
"Whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved." 

Such is Jehovah's proclamation 
to mankind. Without further 
preface I proceed to make a few 
observations regarding it. 

I. My first observation is, that 
this offer is a summary of Bible 
truth. 

It is itself Bible truth ; the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. As to 
any promise affecting our vital 
interests, we are not content with 
thinking, "This promise sounds 
welL" We at once ask, " Who has 
promised this?" Every promise 
quoted from the Word of God has 
a joyful and cheering sound ; but 
it is not upon that foundation that 
your assured confidence can be 
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bmlt Enquire, "Who is ihe 
promiserV Then, because the 
words are God's words, your hearts 
are set at rest The ground of 
hope is, "He is faithful who 
promised." It is by His written 
word that God speaks to you. An 
inspired proverb (xxx. 5) asserts, 
" Every word of God is pure ; He 
is a shield unto them that put their 
trust in Him.'' It is with this 
stamp or warrant that the offer in 
my text comes before you. 

And it is not only an indepen- 
dent Bible truth, but also a 
summary of Bible truth. When 
your faith is demanded for any 
particular verses of the Bible, the 
demand requires faith in all the 
rest. The assuring words of my 
text, contain truth which the rest 
of Scripture fiilly bears out and 
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largely explains. In order sincere^ 
ly to believe these words, you must 
satisfy your own mind as to their 
agreement with the whole Word 
of God. And in order to have a 
joyful understanding and remem- 
brance of them, you must lay up 
in your hearts the explanations 
which the Scriptures give, of God's 
grace in its freeness, and fulness, 
and holiness, and glory. 

A very short statement will shew 
that the words, " Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord, 
shall be saved," are a summary of 
Bible truth. 

Here I need only mention the 
Being of God, and the Omni- 
presence of God, and the Provi- 
dence of God, and God's office of 
Judge. I merely remind you that 
the words before us require an 
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acknowledgement of these and 
many similar facts. Then as to a 
sinner's access to God, which is the 
first grand question for a sincere 
and anxious inquirer, my text 
clearly declares that there is a way 
of access to God open for human 
souls. The two-fold foundation 
of religion in the world is, that 
God can speak to us, and that we 
can speak to God. At God's invi- 
tation we call. God has the means 
of inviting us. His written word 
should he helieved to he His living 
voice. Then — ^when we call, God 
hears us. He is a living refiige. 
As the hen gathers her chickens 
imder her wings, or as a child in 
danger escapes to a parent, so we 
may say of Jehovah, that He is a 
refiige for us. And it is possible 
for us to pour our hearts before 
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Him, and to cast our care upon 
Him, and to fill our mouths with 
pleadings addressed directly to 
Himself. 

^' Calling tipon the name of the 
Lord," means not only prayer, but 
also profession and praise. Prayer 
and supplication must be accom- 
panied with thanksgiving. And 
our thanksgiving will grow in 
intelligence and frequency, as our 
dealings with the Hearer of Prayer 
are multiplied, until we can ftilly 
enter into the spirit of the en- 
thusiastic exclamation, '^ Happy 
are they that dwell in Thy courts, 
they will be still praising Thee." 
Along with prayer and praise to 
Ood, there must be public profes- 
sion. The apostle Paul declared 
the doctrine which he preached, to 
be this, '' that if thou shalt confess 
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with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thy heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.^^ And the 
first and ancient principles of his 
doctrine are then laid down — ^viz : 
'^He that believeth in Him shall 
not be ashamed," and, "Whoso- 
ever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved." 

Here the solemnly important 
question of the salvation of the 
soul is plainly spoken of. The 
freeness of salvation is wonderfully 
described in the one word, " Who- 
soever." There is no human 
merit here ; no upbraiding of the 
guUty; no barrier against the self- 
condemned. It is an invitation to 
the unsaved, to sinners just as they 
are, — an invitation to be obeyed 
and accepted to-day. The word 
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"whosoever," has been called a 
blank space m God's invitation, 
which may be filled up with any 
name. "Whosoever" is a ticket 
of admission denied to none but 
those who refuse to take it. It is 
a door which shuts out none, 
except those who shut out them- 
selves. And in the very act of 
overturning aU fancied human 
merit, this summary of truth 
points us to the merits which have 
earned salvation for us, namely, 
the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Observe also that the words, 
"shall be saved," include the whole 
truth as to the life of God in the 
soul of man, the new life, which 
springs from the new birth, and 
which is made manifest in new 
obedience. Salvation includes the 
two great privileges, "access to 
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God,'' and, " dweUing with God.' 
The question, who shall have 
access to God! — ^is answered by 
the word, " whosoever,'' — "whoso- 
ever will" — sinners as they are. 
But then the other question 
remains, who shall dwell with Grodf 
The answer to this question is, 
" saved sinners " — sinners who came 
just as they were, hut thereafter 
continuing no longer as they were 
— living no longer as they lived 
hefore. The fifleenOi and twenty' 
fourth Psalms answer the question, 
who shall dwell ydth Godt — 
"Lord! who shaU abide in Thy 
tabernacle t — ^who shall dwell in 
Thy holy hiU ?" The New Testa- 
ment explains more clearly than 
the Old, the way of access to God; 
but men are mistaken when they 
think that such Psalms as those I 
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have just referred to, are no longer 
binding upon them. They answer 
another question. And according 
to the unchanged principles which 
they embody, it is distinctly said 
in the New Testament, " without 
holiness no man shall see the 
Lord." 

It may be asked, How does that 
agree wiih tiie unconditional offer, 
"Whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved?" I 
reply, the offer explains itself, 
"Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall" obtain 
SALVATION, — "salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth." Deliverance 
from the present evil world, or 
salvation from your sins, is an 
essential part of the blessing in-< 
eluded in the word "salvation," 
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and in the promise, ^Hhou shalt 
be saved.'' 

Salvation is of the Lord. From 
first to last it is a rescue or de- 
liverance which could be expected 
from Almighty power only, and 
which cannot but display the mind 
of the heavenly Purifier and Re- 
finer. Since your sanctification is 
a part of your salvation, which is 
the doing of the Lord, you thus 
are taught that you have God's 
strength given to you for the re- 
sistance of sin, and for patient 
continuance in well-doing. K 
you are Christ's, then you are 
"strengthened with all might by 
His Spirit in the inner man." 
Whatever good you accordingly 
do, or whatever evil you avoid, 
the praise is all due to God your 
Saviour. You live, " and yet not 

/Google 



Digitized by > 



FAITH AND PRAYEB. 43d 

yon." You work, and yet "it is 
God who worketh." You over- 
come sin, and yet it is God who 
saves you from sin. Look upon 
every thing good in your conduct 
as salvation from the opposite 
evil. Look upon every virtue as 
God^s salvation from the opposite 
vice. See in your respectability 
of outward conduct, God saving 
you from profligacy. See in your 
temperance, God saving you from 
gluttony, drunkenness, and rage. 
See in your propriety of language, 
God saving you from swearing, 
and lying, and filthy conversation. 
See in your holy Sabbath-keeping, 
God saving you from the Sabbath- 
breaker's fearftd looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation. 
Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh to 
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fulfil the lusts thereof. Thus your 
spuitual life is on the only right 
seciu'e and holy foundation, and 
Jehovah will build you np and 
give you an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified. 

II. My second observation is, 
In this calling upon the name of 
the Lord, the salvation of the soul 
is the object enquired for, and de- 
sired. 

The point now before us is, that 
since " ye have not, if ye ask not," 
and only he that asketh, receiveth, 
then, if salvation be the good 
thing received, salvation must be 
the thing asked for. My text does 
not merely teach the propriety of 
never neglecting prayer as a reli- 
gious observance and an act of 
worship. This is only a small 
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fraction of the meaning of the as- 
suring words. 

To pray is not to utter or to 
hear words suitable for a prayer. 
We all know that it is possible to 
observe a congregation apparently 
engaged in prayer, while most of 
the people, including, perhaps, the 
minister himself, are really not 
praying. 

And here I may remind minis- 
ters and elders of their duty to be 
actually praying to God, and pray- 
ing with the people, when they are 
formally engaged in leading their 
prayers. And I may exhort all 
leaders in public prayer to beware 
of even seeming to think that they 
are only doing professional duty, 
or speaking only for man to hear 
them. 

I may also remark that when 
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members of a Court of the Church 
profess to pray together before 
commencing business, they are in 
danger of not praying at all, or of 
being deprived of the company of 
many of their brethren at that 
time of prayer, — and whyl Be- 
cause it can be said that they are 
engaged in "constituting" the 
meeting. The holy wisdom of 
our ancestors desired to ensure 
that God's blessing and direction 
should be implored before every 
meeting, when they enacted that 
no meeting could pass for a law- 
fully constituted meeting without 
an opening prayer. In carrying 
out the letter of their enactment, 
shall we defeat their object, by 
acting as if we were only- "con- 
stituting a meeting?" — ^and by 
neglecting to cherish heartfelt de- 
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sires, and to offer real petitions for 
God's presence and guidance. 

I take this opportunity* of allud- 
ing to another temptation to 
destroy the very nature of prayer, 
viz: the temptation amidst a 
funeral assembly to pronounce an 
oration on a departed spirit, instead 
of praying for and praying with 
the surviving family and friends. 
The time, we trust, has almost gone 
by, when every funeral prayer 
declared that a soul had gone to 
glory. When often in contradic- 
tion of the minister's own doctrine, 
that without repentance we perish, 
and that without Christ we are 
lost, the mere fact that a man was 
dead, drew forth a priestly procla- 
mation that his soul was in heaven. 



* This Seimon was preached before the Free Church Synod 
of Galloway. 
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Thus either have ministers in 
general been brought into con- 
tempt as a tribe of flatterers; or 
the mourners have thought that 
their own repentance must be un- 
called for, as it would be the cast^ 
ing of a doubt upon the salvation 
of their kinsman; or the unconver- 
ted members of the company have 
been deceived by the thought that 
their own prospects for eternity 
must be good, because as good as, 
or better than, those of their 
deceased Mend. Prayer is an 
offering up to God of desires. An 
affectionate tribute even to a saint 
of God is in its wrong place in his 
funeral prayer, and therefore 
pollutes it. Our desires can bene- 
fit the survivors only, and our 
prayers should be for their and our 
sanctification and peace. 
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To return however to "what is 
strictly the subject before us, the 
assurance, "whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved," does not properly teach 
that prayer is a religious custom, 
the observance of which will be 
rewarded. It is true that accord- 
ing to Scripture God is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him; 
but the idea of "reward" here is 
not that merit is recompensed, but 
simply that some object is attained, 
an object which was known to be 
desirable, and therefore desired — 
Jesus said that the Pharisees had 
their reward in possessing a fair 
reputation however undeserved, 
because this reputation was the 
only object of their real wishes and 
aims. People say that any one is 
rewarded, when, his merit not 
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being in question, the fact is, that 
he has found the object of his 
search, or gained the object of 
liis affections. And tliis, in the 
doctrine of the salvation of the 
soul, is the meaning of the word, 
" reward." And so when it is said, 
"whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved,^ 
it is implied that he who shall be 
saved, has desired to be saved. 

The man who shall be saved is 
one who inquires about the salva- 
tion of his soul. He prays, because 
he knows his soul is lost until 
God shall save him. He is a man 
who takes the Bible in his hand, 
that he may inquire from God's 
own mouth, " What shall I do to 
be saved 1 " When a condemned 
sinner is described in the Scrip- 
tures, God says to each of you, 
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Thou art the Man. When God 
suggests that every one should ask 
the question, "How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation 1" He says to you again, 
"Thou art the man." When He 
says, "Whosoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely," He 
says again, "Thou art the man." 
When you wish to hear how you 
yourselves may be saved now, God 
in the Bible is near you, your hearts 
pray, and God's heart is moved on 
your behalf. 

The wishes of a praying soul 
have a relation to his fears. The 
unconverted state is a state of 
danger, and he longs for safety. 
The wrath of God makes him 
tremble, and he wishes that anger 
removed. To be safe in Jesus 
Christ is his overwhelming desire, 
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and such' wishes will be liiost 
prominent at first. And tiiese 
wishes find expression in prayer — 
prayer to God in the name of 
Jesus. Then the poor man's, or 
poor child's testimony will be, " I 
will praise Thee because Thou 
hast heard me, and hast become 
my salvation." 

And there is another class of 
wishes, less prominent at first, but 
which must come more and more 
forward. I have said that salvch 
Hon means both acess to God, and 
also dwelling with God. Now, 
the purifying of the heart is neces- 
sary for dwelling with God. Hope 
is not mere expectation. Fear 
is expectation also. The differ- 
ence between hope and fear, is 
that the objects expected by fear 
are dreaded, while the ol^ects 
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expected by hope are wished for. 
You are therefore to hope and 
wish for the sanctification of your 
hearts, and the cure of your sins. 
It is said, " Let Israel hope in the 
Lord, for He shall redeem Israel 
from all His iniquities,'^ and God 
has said with regard to this cleans- 
ing of the heart (Ezek. xxvi. 37), 
" I will for this be enquired of by 
the house of Israel, to do it for 
them." 

Before passing from this head, 
you should observe that this 
^^ calling upon the name of the 
Lord,'' is God's appointed way for 
assuring individual souls of their 
own interest in Christ and His 
finished work. The Saviour has 
told us (Mark xi. 24), "What 
things soever ye desire when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, 
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and ye shall have them.'' And 
the apostle John draws personal 
assurance as an inference from the 
Saviour's precept; he says (1 John 
V. 15), "If we know that He 
hear us whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of Him." When 
God's promise has become our 
petition, because the thing pro- 
mised has become our desire, then 
we are welcome and bound to fed 
at peace with God through Jesus 
Christ, and to know and believe 
the love of God to us personally. 

It is strange that in most, if 
not in aU, theological discussions, 
everything but prayer has been 
suggested as the link between the 
sure mercies of the Saviour and 
the personal hope of the sinner. 
But when we know that the salva- 
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tlon of each sinner's own soul is a 
blessing to be received, are we 
not at once referred to the Scrip- 
tural rule, "Every one that asketh 
receivethl" You must draw up 
and present your petition to God 
for salvation according to His 
word; this petition must be in the 
name of Christ, His merits bemg 
the sinner's only recommendation; 
and the obtaining of present salva- 
tion must be the heart's desire. 
In exceptional cases, God may be 
expected to own and fulfil the 
mere desire as a practical prayer ; 
but His rule is, "Take with you 
words and turn to the Lord, — say 
unto Him, Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously." If 
therefore any one among you have 
got this desire, and have offered up 
this prayer, ascribing worthiness 
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exclusively to the Lamb, who once 
was slain, you ought to feel to and 
act, now and henceforth, as a peti* 
tioner completely forgiven, and 
received into everlasting favour by 
God the Judge all, — " Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." 

III. My third ohservatUm is ffuU 
(he Htte^ ''(he Lord,^ points spedaUg 
to Jesus Christ Do we call our 
weekly Sabbath the Lord's day! — 
it is the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
that is the reason of the name. 
Do we read of the Lord's Supper! 
— the remembrance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as a Saviour is kept 
alive and revived. Do we speak 
of the Lord's prayer? — ^it is the 
prayer that was dictated by Jesus 
Himself 



Digitized by 



Google 



FAITH AND FRATEB. 453 

It has often been proved from 
the Scriptures that the Father is 
God, — ^the Son is God, — ^and the 
Holy Ghost is God, — ^and at the 
same time that God is One. God 
the Son humbled Himself in His 
birth, life, and death — ^he became 
a perfect Mediator between God 
and man, — ^He became a siw:ety 
and substitute for sinners in fulfil- 
ling all righteousness, and in pour- 
ing out his soul unto death. When 
we take our stand on the footing 
of His merits and atonement, we 
call on God for salvation, and we 
receive it. But though prayer for 
salvation is often said to be ad- 
dressed to God through Christ 
Jesus, the prayer of faith is also 
said to be addressed to Jesus Ohrist- 
Himself. In presenting our peti- 
tion for salvation, we may be said 
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both to come to God through 
Christ, and also to come to Christ 
Himself. The whole Godhead is 
honoured when Jesus Christ is 
addressed. First in order in the 
Benediction, "the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ '^ is sought, and 
His name is first in another 
apostolical prayer (2 Thess. ii. 16, 
17), " Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, and God even our Father, 
who hath loved us, and hath given 
us everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every 
good word and work.'' And Jesus 
Christ is sometimes the only name 
mentioned in a Christian prayer. 
The martyr Stephen prayed, Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit; and the 
apostle Paul, in the beginning of 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians, 
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calls such prayer the distinguishing 
peculiarity of Christians. 

We are not, however, to suppose 
that Jesus can be moved to do any 
thing for us which has not been 
purchased by his finished work. 
As to positive answers to prayer, 
there is no difference between call- 
ing on God in the name of Christ, 
and calling on the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. But 
we encourage and fortify our souls 
to draw near to God with all a 
sinner^s guilt and fears, by naming 
the name of Jesus first in order 
in our supplication to the Godhead. 
It is unspeakable consolation to 
know and remember that Jesus 
our Saviour is the living God, and 
that this mighty God dwelt among 
our feUow-sinners, listening to 
their requests and speaking gra- 
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cious words ; and He is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
When the Holy Spirit awakens the 
careless sinner, he is at once dis- 
posed tb say, not only, €hd he 
merciful to me a sinner, hut also, 
and rather, Lord Jesus, heme mercy 
on me! Jesus, save me! God saves 
sinners for Jesus' sake — ^and Jesus 
Himself is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God 
through Him. He is present with 
all believers always, even to the 
end of the world. 

Christians are also said to call 
on the name of the Lord Jesus be» 
cause there is no genuine prayer 
to God for salvation, until we ad- 
dress Him as God in Christ: 'Who- 
soever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved — BiU how 
shall they call on Him in whom ihey 
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have not believed f^ No man who 
does not believe in Jesus Christ 
believes in God as he really is. 
K he has not received Christ into 
his heart and mind, he entirely 
misimderstandsGod'sjustice, God's 
mercy, and God's whole character. 
The picture of God before an un- 
converted man's eye, is no God. 
How does Paul describe Christians 
in his Epistle to Titus 1 read Titus 
iii. 8, " This is a faithful saying ; 
and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they who 
have believed in God might be 
careful to maintain good works." 
" They who have believed in God — 
who are they I — they who have 
believed in Jesus, and are looking 
for his glorious appearing. O speak 
not of God only as your Maker, or 
as Providence, or as the King of all 
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the earth. Acquamt yourselves 
with him as a Saviour, or you do 
not know Him at all. Look to 
Jesus, that He may bring you to 
God. Unless you have gone to 
Jesus in faith in prayer, you are 
without hope and without God. 

A form of prayer is not enough: 
what then can be said of those 
who do not attend even to the 
form? — ^retiring to sleep and rising 
in the morning like cattle or 
swine, who never call upon God 
If they boast that they are no 
hypocrites, they are, therefore, 
shameless and professed despisers 
of God, and godliness, and salva- 
tion. You who attend to the 
form, oh! seek for the reality of 
prayer, that prayer may be to you 
one of the means of grace in deed, 
and not only in name. 
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PrayCT is the contrite sinner's voice, 

Returning from his ways; 
While angels in their songs rejoice, 

And say: Behold he prays. 

And wilt thou in dead silence lie. 

While Christ stands waiting for thy prayer? 
My soul 1 thou hast a Friend on high, 

Arise, and try thy interest there. 



THE END. 



TDSITBITLL AXO 8PKARS, PBIKTBBS, BDIKBUIOH. 
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